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VILLAGE DIARY
December
1 Advent Carol Service. St Mary’s. 6.00pm. (see page 31)
5 Cinema Club. Film. Miracle on 34th Street. Village Hall
10 Live Ballet Broadcast. Coppelia. Village Hall
12 WI Bring & Share Party. Church Room 7.30pm
15 Nine Lessons & Carols. St Mary’s. 4.30pm. (see page 31)
16 Village Christmas Concert. Village Hall. 7.00 for 7.30pm (see page 15)
19 Live Ballet Broadcast. The Nutcracker. Village Hall
21 Carol Service. Baptist Church. 4.00pm. (see page 34)
24 Christmas Eve Eucharist. St. Mary’s. 9.30pm.

January
6 Stevington Carpet Bowls Club restarts. (see page 20)
9 WI Holiday in Botswana. Church Room 7.30pm
14 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
16 Live Ballet Broadcast. The Sleeping Beauty. Village Hall
24 Come a-Wassailing. Harrold-Odell Country Park. 6.00pm. (see page 50)
25 Wavelength. Church Room. 11.00am. (see page 26)
29 Live Opera Broadcast. La Boheme. Village Hall

February
13 WI Flexibility For All. Church Room 7.30pm
20 Historical Trust Winter Lecture. Village Hall. 7.30 for 8.00pm. (see page 21)
23 Magazine Copy Date (Sunday)
25 Shrove Tuesday Soup & Pancakes Lunch. Baptist Hall. 1.00pm
25 Live Ballet Broadcast. Marston & Scarlett World Premieres. Village Hall
29 FOSM Village Quiz. Church Room. (see page 25)

March
17 Live Opera Broadcast. Fidelio. Village Hall
12 WI Antarctica Expedition. Church Room 7.30pm
21 Bedford School Brass Band. St Mary’s. 7.30pm

April
1 Live Ballet Broadcast. Swan Lake. Village Hall
21 Live Opera Broadcast. Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci. Village Hall

May
8 VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations (see page 45)
8&9 Stevington Guitar Concerts. Village Hall. (see page 19)
28 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. The Dante. Village Hall

Photographs as credited. Cover drawing by Anne Stileman
Opinions expressed in the Stevington Magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the Editor. Some features may be kept for future issues.
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No. 191
HELLO STEVINGTON!

In this edition we have the usual Season’s Greetings in the centre
pages and this year we are supporting Samaritans Bedford. Thanks to
your generosity we have raised over £800 this year, before the addition
of Gift Aid. The final total will be published in the next magazine as we
are waiting for a couple of donations. Don’t forget that it is a pull out
Christmas card that can be displayed with all the other cards you receive.
This is the end of our eighth year producing the Magazine– difficult
to believe as time goes by so quickly. We would like to thank everyone
who has helped the magazine effort this year - Anna Hart and her team
for reliably delivering the magazine, Barbara Pheasant for proof reading
the longer articles, Frances Hirst for standing in when Barbara wasn’t
available and all of those who have contributed articles. You are all a
valuable part of the team and we couldn’t do it without you. Thank you
to all of the advertisers who have supported us in 2019. Your financial
support is vital.
It’s been a busy few months in the village with some great events.
The Fun Day in September lived up to its name and everyone had a
great day (see page 16). In November the Village Hall committee gave
us a great Bonfire Night firework display and Stevington Guitar Concerts
arranged a wonderful evening of live music. In addition, the Stevington
Cinema Club has given us a full and varied programme of films and live
broadcasts – theatre, ballet and opera.
Finally, we wish all our readers a very merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy and peaceful 2020.
Heather and Keith

NEXT MAGAZINE
The next edition of the Stevington Magazine should be delivered
sometime around 7-8 March 2020. The last day for receipt of copy for that
Magazine is Sunday 23 February 2020. Articles should reach Heather and
Keith Parkinson (Old Paddock, Church Road, Tel. 826677, email
stevington.magazine@googlemail.com) on that day, although we will
be delighted to receive copy at any time before then.
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THANK YOU
A belated thank you to all my friends who have
been so kind in walking Daisy this past year – she is still
having her afternoon walks with her boyfriend!
I am making a slow recovery. Once again thanks
to everyone.
Margaret Jackson & Daisy Dog
POPPY APPEAL
Thank you to all those who gave so generously to the Poppy
Appeal this year. We raised an amazing £1088.70p. Thank you also to
my wonderful collectors and to Sarah who is invaluable in the counting
house.
Joan Hart
TERRY HEXT MEMORIAL CONCERT
On Sunday 27 October a concert was held at Bedford Modern
School in memory of Terry Hext.
Bedford Town Band provided the backing and solos were played
by members of the family. Michael played two jazz solos, David played
his own composition on the xylophone and granddaughter Amy played
a tenor horn solo. The band played a selection of well-known pieces
including the famous Resurgam by Eric Ball. Many of Terry's ex pupils
were there along with friends from Bridgmans Bowls and the village.
We were able to donate £1,400 to Sarcoidosis Research.
Marion Hext
LET’S GET TOGETHER
If anyone is interested in forming a group for retired or elderly
people from Stevington to get together please contact Sue Bishop at 4
Church Road with a view to organising an initial meeting.
DO YOU NEED HELP?
Do you require a babysitter? Or maybe help with your pets such
as dog walking, cat feeding or chicken feeding? Then call Lottie Jackson
on 07949 262424.
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THANK YOU TO ALL FROM SMART PREBEND CENTRE FOR THE
HOMELESS
Stevington villagers have proved consistently generous in contributing clothes and food items to those who find themselves homeless in
our Bedford community. As you can see from the letter of thanks for one
of our recent donations, the centre is ever grateful for your continued
help and support.

So, as you refresh your wardrobes for Christmas and the colder
weather please remember the homeless and kindly place any suitable
items in the collection box in the Church Room.
Information regarding the work of the centre can be found on:
www.smartcjs.org.uk.
Chrissie Fitch (822945)
-5-

FISH MAN
I just wanted to report on my experience recently with Mr Shanks,
the fresh fish man from Whitby. He knocked on our door and told us
what he was offering and initially said his fish worked out at £8 per kilo
which sounded reasonable. He said he could do us a ‘pensioners' pack’
which we agreed to. This turned out to be 15 packs of assorted fish
(luckily we have a large freezer!) and although I was promised salmon,
this was not included. Several packs were not labelled and are a
complete mystery and many were underweight according to their labels.
When he brought them to the door I did not have the chance to check
them and only realised what we had bought after he had gone. When
we came to pay the price had changed to £8.90 per half kilo and we felt
we had been overcharged. I telephoned him the next day to tell him of
our dissatisfaction with the whole deal and he agreed to refund £30 and
his cheque eventually arrived after several further phone calls.
He is due back in the village just before Christmas but I will
certainly not be buying from him again and would like to warn villagers
to be on their guard. To be fair, the fish has been good but is just not
what we had been promised.
I have since been told that Mr Darren Shanks has been in trouble
with Trading Standards and should be avoided at all costs!
Hilary & Peter O'Dell

APOLOGIES FROM PARK END THATCH, PARK ROAD
As some of you know we have just started major building works
which are scheduled to last six months. We are aware that the lorries
making deliveries to site and pieces of plant parked on the road will
cause inconvenience to some villagers from time to time. We apologise
in advance for any inconvenience and thank you for your tolerance. We
will of course make good any damage to the grass verge.
Susan & Andrew Young
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STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors:
Paul O’Flynn (Chair)
Pete Fisher (Vice Chair)
Janet Day
Andrew Lockwood
Lucy Norton
James Lockwood
Jane Thomas

Tricia Lennie (Clerk)
The Fun Day
The Fun Day represented an amazing community focused event,
the sun shone and there were approximately 1,000 visitors to the village.
The success of the day was down to a small group of villagers who spent
many an hour researching, planning, organising and recruiting support
and the Parish Council would like to thank everyone who made it such a
success.
The Parish Council were delighted to provide some financial
support to enable free entry on the day so all were able to enjoy the
opportunity.
The Cross and the Centre of the Village
Throughout 2019 we have suffered a number of 'hits' on the Cross
but thankfully the bollards have done their job and prevented further
damage to this ancient monument. The Parish Council will continue to
monitor the situation.
The Litter Pick
The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who took part in
the Litter Pick on 9 November 2019, including those from outside the
village who came to help. Once again, we found a variety of 'rubbish'
that had clearly been thrown from cars with not a care for the
environment. The Litter Pick takes place twice a year and it would be
great to see a similar number of people, if not more, at the next Litter Pick
likely to take place in the Spring. The date will be announced in the New
Year.
Remembrance Sunday
The sun shone on Stevington Church on Remembrance Sunday.
With a brass band and a piper playing it was a memorable occasion.
Councillor Jane Thomas had the honour of laying the village wreath on
behalf of the people of Stevington.
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Stevington Neighbourhood Plan: Update
The Stevington Neighbourhood Plan has been reviewed and all
comments from the community and stakeholders have now been
collated. In the light of the changes that have needed to be made to the
plan the Parish Council will be undertaking a second consultation. This
will start on 9 December 2019 and run for seven weeks (slightly longer
as Christmas falls within the period). Once again, the plan will be
available in the Community Shop, on the website and in both pubs.
Windmill
Margaret Birtles from Bedford Borough Council (BBC) attended a
meeting of the Parish Council in September, she has a role that encompasses estate management and maintenance budgets for all BBC
assets. She also manages agricultural tenancies. She reported that
responsibility for Stevington Windmill is to transfer to Tom Perrett of
Museums and Cultural Service, BBC.
Issues to be resolved are:
Ÿ
Access.
Ÿ
How will the public gain access to the building?
Ÿ
How are the codes for access to be managed?
Ÿ
How will Health & Safety legislation be complied with?
Ÿ
How will the 250th Anniversary of the Windmill be celebrated in
2020?
Ÿ
How will funding be secured to further renovate the Windmill?
Ÿ
How will the maintenance of the Windmill be undertaken?
The Parish Council has requested ongoing communication from
the Borough about the sails and their safe storage and to inform us about
future maintenance and access arrangements for the windmill.
Footpaths and Signs
As we approach the winter and we have the opportunity for brisk
walks through our beautiful countryside we would once again ask
everyone who has property bordering a footpath or near a road sign, to
ensure that their hedgerows and foliage are cut back and well
maintained, so that the footpaths and signs can be seen and used by
walkers and road users alike.
November 5th Firework Night
The Parish Council would like to thank the Village Hall Committee
and their vast array of helpers on the night for the dazzling firework
display. Although it was a rather damp, rainy evening the support for
this real 'village' event was fantastic
-8-

Rogue Traders
The Parish Council has been made aware of a number of
instances of people having been approached by 'rogue traders' in the
village over the past few months. Several residents have been
approached by rogue fish sellers, who attempt to sell fish in bulk with the
aim of obtaining payment card details. Some ways you can tell them
apart from bona fide tradesmen are:
1.
2.
3.

They pressure you into buying fish only in bulk - so that you need
to use a payment card
They are not keen for you to see in their van - they will bring the
fish in to your house instead
The fish is not properly packaged or labelled.

As ever, please do be very wary of accepting goods or services
from cold callers. If you have any concerns regarding rogue traders, you
can call the non-emergency number 101, or inform Trading Standards
(via the Citizens Advice helpline) on 03454 04 05 06. You can also call
this contact number to ask for details of trusted traders in the area.
THE PARISH COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE A
HAPPY CHRISTMAS
Jane Thomas
Email:
Internet:

stevingtonpc@live.co.uk
http://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk
www.stevington.org.uk

Windmill photo courtesy of John O’Reilly

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATORS
To access these in an emergency situation,
please dial 999 immediately. The call
handler will provide you with the code for
the cabinet lock.
The defibrillators are located in:
Ÿ
Red telephone box near the cross in
Church Road
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Village Hall
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Baptist
Chapel Hall, West End.
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Alex Stubbs Flooring
Carpets, Vinyls,
& Laminates.
Supplied & Fitted.
07976 260572
01234 240954
THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody/podiatry care of the highest quality
from a specialist with 30 years of experience in both NHS and
private practice.
Graeme A Paterson FCPod(S)
Podiatric Specialist
HCPC registered
For further information, to arrange a consultation or home visit please
contact
The Harrold Medical Practice
Peaches Close,
Harrold,
Beds.
MK43 7DX
Tel: 01234 720225
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Now Open for Brunch Everyday from 10am!
Come and join us for all your breakfast and lunchtime favourites
from Monday to Saturday, along with our delicious Woburn
roasts on Sunday.
We are also open for a special festive feast on Christmas Day!
Once again The Red Lion finds itself at the beating heart of one
of North Beds most glorious villages - thank you Stevington for
all your support in our first year.
Please check out our website for details of our fabulous new
menus and extended opening times.
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STEVINGTON
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Stevington has recently
had visits from our Local
Policing Team at the Family Fun
Day and at a recent ‘surgery’
where they supported residents
concerned about crime. While
Stevington is lucky to have low
levels of reported crime, we
should not be complacent and
knowledge of how to protect
yourself, your family and your
neighbours is key. Prevention
and good information-sharing
are the best way to keep our community safe.
The Stevington Neighbourhood Watch group is currently dormant
as it has no co-ordinator. The Parish Council is disappointed to see this
happen. Until a new co-ordinator for the group is found you are welcome
to use the stevingtonpc@live.co.uk address for advice. If you think
that you could help in any way, please contact the Clerk. Below are
some FAQs that you may find helpful.
Where can I find information about policing, local crime and crime
prevention?
Ÿ
If you are on Facebook you can follow local events at:
@NorthBedsPoliceRural
Ÿ
Sign up to the Neighbourhood Watch email service at:
http://bedfordnhw.ourwatch.org.uk/
How do I report non-urgent police information? (For emergencies
continue to use 999)
Go to the police website www.bedfordshire.police.uk/ Click on
REPORT and fill in the details. Your information might help the
police build a picture in a larger case.
Ÿ
By phone - Call 101 for non-emergency enquiries. Using this
number, you can report an incident or get help. If you're deaf or
hard of hearing, use the police textphone service on 18001 101 or
chat to them live through the webchat service.
Tricia Lennie - Clerk to the Parish Council
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BEDFORD BOROUGH NEWS
Bedford Borough Local Plan 2021-2030
The Council’s Local Plan 2030 has been progressing, with
hearings held by the Planning Inspectorate in May and June 2019. An
additional hearing was held at the end of October 2019.
Following these hearings, the Council was invited by the Inspectorate to submit a number of modifications to the Plan. These include
‘main modifications’ which are required for the Plan to be taken forward
and considered ‘sound’.
A version of the Local Plan 2030 showing the proposed main
modifications is available at www.bedford.gov.uk/examination so that
proposed changes can be seen in context. Proposed ‘main modifications’ are shown in red text. Green text shows proposed ‘additional
modifications’ which are minor changes to make the Plan clearer and
easier to understand.
A consultation on the modifications was held with all responses to
this sent to the Planning Inspectorate. This marks one of the final stages
of the Examination of the Local Plan 2030, which ends with the Planning
Inspectorate’s report to Council, which will set out any further modifications that the Plan requires. The Council will then have the option to
adopt the Local Plan 2030.
The Council is currently awaiting the Inspectors’ Report.
Parking Charge Freeze Announced and Free Parking Deals to
Continue
Parking charges are set to be frozen once again for 2020, in a
major boost for Bedford Town Centre.
The Mayor’s Cabinet confirmed the retention of the full array of free
parking deals across Council car parks. This includes the flagship two
free hours on Saturdays in Bedford town centre.
With recent figures confirming that UK high streets are in deep
crisis, the Council’s third successive annual parking charge freeze is a
major boost for Bedford’s retailers and shoppers. Meanwhile, the
retention of the wide range of free parking deals means we will see
businesses and visitors benefit from the availability of free parking
options every day and night in Bedford town centre.
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Save Time, Do It Online with Bedford Borough Council
Bedford Borough Council is making it much easier for local
residents to save time by offering lots more online options at
www.bedford.gov.uk.
Maybe you need to pay for a Council service or maybe you want
to book a sports pitch, apply for a school place or tell the Council about
a problem in your area. You can do all of these things, and many more,
online. The services are designed to be easy to use on phones and
tablets as well as laptops and PCs.
The Council is committed to making services easy to access and
has worked hard to make its online services easy to use. Support for
those who need help to get online will continue to be available from the
Council’s Customer Services centre.
The new online systems also mean that your reports and requests
are dealt with efficiently by front line teams that are being equipped with
mobile devices so that they can pick up and deal with new jobs straight
away.
You can still get in touch with the Council in other ways, all the
same channels as you can now.
Councillor Jon Abbott
Telephone 07784 549180
Email
jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com

Anne Stileman
Bursary Fund
Are you a resident of Stevington, studying
art, photography, graphic design or visual
arts?
Would a grant help you with equipment,
travel or research costs?
Applications for support are open all year
round.
For information about how to apply email the Clerk at
stevingtonpc@live.co.uk
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Christmas
Concert
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STEVINGTON FAMILY FUN DAY
The morning of Saturday 14 September in answer to all our hopes
dawned bright and sunny. This enabled the Stevington Family Fun Day
to proceed as planned. A hugely generous donation from the Parish
Council made it possible to not only allow free admittance but also to
offer all children's activities free of charge.
The combination of perfect weather and freedom from cost proved
to be a great attraction and the day was wonderfully supported by the
number of attendees from Stevington and the surrounding areas.

In addition to the wonderful W.I. run cafe, the bar and the
barbecue, there were many attractions almost too numerous to mention.
From pony rides to musical performances and bungee runs to sumo
wrestling a fun time was had by all. Interesting vehicles, owls, the Police,
football games, a human fruit machine, performance cars and many
others all had their participants enjoying the day. Tea and cakes could
be appreciated between attractions in a tearoom setting and a toddler
play area helped hard working
mums to have a bit of a break
and a cup of tea as well.
It was wonderful to see
so many of our local people,
many of whom had brought
large parts of their family with
them, coming together to
enjoy the fun and the
sunshine.
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It took a great effort to mount the day and thanks are due to the
enormous number of individuals who contributed to making the Fun Day
a success, they are literally too numerous to mention but I hope they all
know who they are and how grateful Stevington is for their help and
support. We can do nothing to match the weather for future Fun Days
but I am hopeful a precedent has been set for the quality and variety of
what takes place in the future.
Linda Rudd

Footnote.
A big thank you is due to all the budding artists who entered our
competition. A prize remains for the decorated stone competition winner
Rosie Wilson. If anyone knows Rosie could they please contact Jackie
Ward on 823767.
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In November Richard Smith from Nashville made a return trip to
Stevington for a gig supported by Iain Forbes. The gig sold out within
three days of tickets going on sale with a long waiting list of disappointed
people.
The show was tremendous,
several of the audience commented it
was one of our best. Iain Forbes
played a terrific, varied, entertaining set
before Richard Smith, who is recognised as one of the best finger style
guitarists in the world, showed us
exactly why.
It is astonishing to have
musicians of this quality coming so far
to play in our tiny village. As well as
bringing great music to Stevington the
gig raised £668 for Alzheimer's Society,
a charity nominated by Dave Walker.
When
Stevington
Guitar
Concerts stumbled into existence as a
one-off gig I didn't imagine for a second
that 12 years later our village would
have developed an international
reputation as a venue for the very best
acoustic music. None of this would have happened without the fantastic
support we receive from our great audiences who recommend us to their
music loving friends.
Particular thanks go to Alex and Andrew at
the Red Lion who significantly increased our charitable contribution by providing accommodation for
our musicians free of charge. Thanks as always
go to the growing band of helpers who help in so many ways to make
Stevington guitar concerts happen.
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At our next gig J P Cormier from Canada is visiting Stevington. I
mentioned this to the astonishing guitarist Tim Edey. After a short pause
he announced, 'I am coming too!' This a dream line up, check them out
on You Tube.
There will be shows 8
and 9 May. Tickets will be
available online from the 1
February on a first come first
served basis.
John Duffield

STEVINGTON COMMUNITY SHOP
Stevington Shop continues to flourish and
we send our thanks for your continued support
and the loyalty of all our wonderful volunteers.
Since writing to you last we have had very sad news of the passing
of a dear friend Chrissie Gifford. We send our condolences to all her
family. She had been a shop volunteer and advocate since 1994 which
was when our shop opened. During her time in Stevington she was
involved in many community ventures. Fetes are not the same without
her lovely toffee apples. They were delicious. She was always enthusiastic and giving of her skills and time and will be missed by us all.
We had our fund-raising event in the summer, helping Kathy
Brown by supplying afternoon teas and giving us the opportunity to raise
£387. Thank you Kathy.
As Christmas is coming closer, please drop in for a look around at
our festive foodies. Perhaps buy a raffle ticket too for our Christmas
raffle. All proceeds go towards the running of the shop. Also please let
us know if you have any spare time to join our happy band of volunteers.
On behalf of all the committee, we wish you all a Happy Christmas
and a wonderful New Year.
Jackie, Sarah, Doreen and June
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STEVINGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB
Welcome all to the countdown to Christmas
2019.
Once again a quite eventful quarter. By the
time you read this we will have celebrated our
annual dinner on 2 December. Unfortunately, due
to only having two club days in December we will be
rescheduling our other ‘entertainment’ to Monday 6 January 2020 when
we return to club nights after the Christmas and New Year break.
Something to look forward to.
At the moment we only have a membership of 12 players, two
others have, we hope, temporarily lapsed. We’re always looking for new
members, and it would be nice to see some newcomers. Age is not an
issue – we are not, believe it or not, all old fogies, 12 years old and over
is our criteria.
Please come and join us, or just come for a ‘taster’. We meet
every Monday at the Village Hall (except Bank Holidays) from 7pm to
9pm. The first two visits are free.
There will be no club nights on 17, 23, or 30 December but we
reopen on 6 January 2020.
We wish all Spike Islanders a Happy Christmas and a Healthy (and
Wealthy) New Year.
Hoping to see some of you in 2020!
Barbara Collins

COURT LANE LANDSCAPES LTD.
All types of garden work undertaken
Maintenance, Renovation, Design, Lawn and
Hedge Contracts, Tree Felling, Paths, Patios &
Sheds
Call Magnus Lennie
Tel: 01234 825169 Mob: 07713 257409
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STEVINGTON HISTORICAL TRUST
Registered Charity Number: 1086669
www.stevingtonhistoricaltrust.org.uk
20th Anniversary Year

The Trustees are proud to announce the publication of their latest
work, St. Mary's Stevington: The History and Architecture produced in
association with Stevington Parochial Church Council. This is the result
of over three years' work in which we have benefited greatly from the
input of Joe Prentice and his colleague, Iain Soden of Iain Soden
Heritage Services Ltd. We believe it is one of the most detailed studies
of a small English parish church.
The book is a limited hardback edition of 100 and runs to 120 A4
pages in full colour illustrated principally by the fine photography of
Roger Day. The book retails for £20.00 and can be ordered online at our
website (see above) or directly from Peter Hart (01234 823586) or from
Roger Day (01234 823091). The additional charge for mail orders (post
and packing) is £4.00. A proof copy is on display in the Church Room
where you will find order forms.
The second Friends winter lecture will be held in the Village Hall
on Thursday 20 February (7.30 for 8.00pm). The subject is the Bedfordshire Lace Industry with special reference to Stevington. Our lecturer is
Ann Prigmore of Farley Way. Ann has a professional background in
textiles and her talk will be an authoritative take on the local lace industry
which was so important for the survival of many Stevington families
during the agricultural depressions of the 19th Century.
Membership of the Friends is £8.00 for a single and £12.00 for a
couple for the 2019-20 session. If you would like to join please send your
cheque drawn in favour of Stevington Historical Trust to Roger Day at 7
Park Road, Stevington or by Bank Transfer to Lloyds Bank sort code
30-90-66 A/C 02357030 quoting reference 'Friends'.
Peter Hart. Hon Secretary
01234 823586
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A LARGE BAG COSTS £35

COWLEY Di GIORGIO
SOLICITORS
63 HARPUR STREET
BEDFORD
MK40 2SR

Telephone: (01234) 218171

Fax: (01234) 327632

email: cowley@cowleydigiorgio.co.uk
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Local, friendly and professional hair and beauty
at affordable prices.
Offering quality colouring, cutting and styling services, as well as beautiful
nails and pampering. All in the comfort of your own home.
Manicures £20 (£25 with gel polish)
Pedicures £20 (£25 with gel polish)
Eyebrow Shape and Tint £17

Blowdry £12
Eyebrow Shape £10

Now offering an introductory offer for 1 month only
on a 1 hour Spa Facial either in the comfort of your
own home or in my beauty room at home in Milton
Ernest at only £20. An offer not to be missed.
Price list of all services coming soon.

For other services and prices, or to book an
appointment, please call 07763 098730

Find some time for you

Rhian Elizabeth
Beautiful You

Support your natural path to health and
wellness with Restorative Yoga,
meditation and essential oils
www.francesnewmanyoga.co.uk
email: francesnewmanyoga@gmail.com

07815 643 366
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STEVINGTON FOOTBALL CLUB
We are extremely pleased and proud
to report that both the First and Reserve
Teams have started the season very well,
with the 2019/20 statistics on Remembrance Sunday reading as follows:
First Team - Premier Division: Position
1st of 16, played 11, won 7, drawn 4, lost 0, scored 32
goals, conceded 10 goals, goal difference +22 and 25 points.
Reserve Team - Third Division: Position 1st of 14, played 10, won 8,
drawn 0, lost 2, scored 36 goals, conceded 20 goals, goal difference +16
and 24 points.
Both teams have good strength in depth this season which is a real
bonus now that 'rolling substitutions' are in place across the Bedfordshire
County Football League. The teams have both turned out with a squad
of at least 16 players each week (sometimes up to 20 players) and with
5 substitutions being allowed everyone gets some game time. It's
certainly helped the managers with tricky substitution decisions and
keeps everyone interested.
Both teams are playing good attacking football and just as importantly have tightened up defence wise from last season. Not surprisingly
winning more games than you lose inspires players' confidence,
maintains team camaraderie and commitment for individuals to make
themselves available week in week out.
We are all hoping that this current run of good form continues for
both teams in the League, County Cup and League Cup competitions
and keeps the remainder of the season interesting for us all.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved
with the club, be it player, manager, one of the 'backroom team',
supporter and Nigel and the team at the Royal George for your continued
support of Stevington Football
Club.
Once again, we will be
holding our Annual Boxing
Day Charity Football game up
at the Playing Field and will be
holding additional fund raising
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events in the Royal George afterwards. This year's chosen charity is the
East Anglian Air Ambulance Service. We are aware it has been called
out a number of times to the village and local surrounding areas in recent
times.
Shane King

In November Friends of St.
Mary's Church held a supper and
talk by David Fletcher, antiques
expert and valuer who is regularly
seen on TV's Flog it. Under the
management of Chrissie Galley a tasty dinner was served before David
told us stories gathered from his antiques career. We were asked to try
and value a bronze parrot, silver cream jug and wooden jewellers gauge.
All were not quite as they seemed. The event was a great success, lots
of fun and a great village get together. We are indebted to David who
kindly waived his usual fee which increased the funds raised by the event.
Thank you to Paul O'Flynn for running the legendary Avis Clayton
Rugby World Cup sweepstake and to everyone who took part. Through
gritted teeth I congratulate the winner Gary Thomas who narrowly beat
runner up John Duffield.
Our next event is a Christmas wreath making workshop on 7
December. This is traditionally a popular event resulting in new skills
learned, lots of fun and beautiful Christmas wreaths to adorn many
Stevington doors at Christmas. Thank you to Anne Prigmore, Chrissie
Galley and Fran Newman who run this event.
In the New Year our popular Chilli and Quiz will be held on 29
February (to be confirmed).
Thank you to everyone who has supported FOSM by attending our
events, making donations or by joining us. The money we raise is put to
good use supporting the maintenance of the church and the Church
Room.
If you would like to support us by joining Friends of St. Mary's
details are on the FOSM website:
https://stmarysstevington.org.uk/friends-of-stm
Best wishes for a lovely Christmas.
Team FOSM
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Stevington
The Stevington wavelength project started in January this year. It
was funded by the Mayor's Community Chest charity and Wavelength, a
national charity. It has been run by volunteers from the village.
The aim of the project was to create an opportunity for anyone who
did not use the internet to dip their toe in the water, with a bit of help, without
having to invest in expensive equipment.
The beliefs that inspired the project were that services are becoming
increasingly 'online' dependant so anyone who doesn't use the internet is
often paying higher prices and has less choice. The internet also offers a
tremendous opportunity to learn and pursue leisure interests.
We had no idea how many people in Stevington would wish to take
part in our Wavelength group but it seemed from informal conversations to
be a service that might be helpful. Our grants made it possible to install
WiFi in the Church Room, provide tablets for anyone to borrow who hasn't
got anything to access the internet on and a smart TV which now has a
rolling display of what's going on in the village.
The project has proved to be popular, between 10 and 20 people
have met once a month in a relaxed atmosphere at the Church Room. We
have looked at WiFi, devices, opportunities and threats, cookies, social
media, messages, emails, attachments, photographs and hands free
internet access. Along the way we have explored some great apps,
answered some individual questions and very importantly had a lot of fun.
Wavelength 2020
Next year the project will be held on the last Saturday of the month
between 11.00am and 12.30pm. It will be an informal internet cafe / coffee
morning, where anyone can drop in, use our gear to access the internet,
get some help to sort any issues that have cropped up on their own IT
equipment, learn how to complete online tasks, print a document and just
as importantly catch up with people and have a coffee. From time to time
we may have a guest speaker.
I am extremely grateful to Bob Collins, Robert
Eadie and Roger Day for their ongoing commitment
to the project from day one.
Next meeting, Saturday 25 January 11.00am
Church Room. Everyone welcome.
John Duffield
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REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Many thanks to all (about 80+ I estimated) who came to help us
commemorate those who gave their lives in the two World Wars, and
more broadly all those of all nationalities who have been caught up in
wars and conflicts. Thanks also to the mainly junior section of Bedford
Brass who once again gave a suitably military atmosphere to our outdoor
service, as did Richard Galley on the pipes. Our Vicar Jacqueline Curtis
took the service and Peter Evans from the Baptist Church read the
lesson, and Peter Hart the Roll of Honour.
The Churchyard as always looked wonderful in the sunlight, thanks
to our visiting ‘tree man’ who has done a great deal of tidying of low level
branches, Magnus and his team for maintaining the grass areas, and
many family visitors who come and tend individual graves and often do
a bit of mowing or strimming. Particular thanks to whoever re-insulated
the water tap after it had to be replaced, and provided and fitted a new
wooden front board.
The memories were heightened by the silhouettes, many with the
names of the WW1 fallen printed on. It was good to have relatives of
Albert Cowley, Charles Goldsmith and Frederick Middleton at the service
to present those particular silhouettes, and it was wonderful to see that
the younger generations are being told the story, ‘Lest we Forget’.
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Apart from the ten names on the WW1 War Memorial, another 14
have been ‘discovered’ by Peter Hart and David Taylor. These were
Stevington boys born and bred who died in WW1, but whose parents had
moved away during or just after the war, so most names are commemorated on other local War Memorials. For interest, and perhaps those who
might wish to trace ancestors, the additional 14 are:
Rufus Ernest BOWYER
Alfred Andy COX
Charles Enos COX
Ezra James, COX
William Joseph COX

2nd Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
1st Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
1/8th Battalion the Sherwood Foresters
7th Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
10th Battalion the King’s Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry
William GLADWYN
The Naval Air Service
Lionel Gooderham
1/28th (County of London) Battalion, the
HAMMOND
London Regiment
Frederick Smith HILSON
4th Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
Frederick George HULETT 2/5th Battalion the Gloucestershire
Regiment
William Frederick HYDE
1st Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
Charles PARKER
1st Battalion the West Yorkshire Regiment
Jubilee Jack PARKER
2nd Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
Henry (Herbert) SEAMARKS 1st Battalion the Bedfordshire Regiment
Richard Earl SNEATH
2nd Battalion the Essex Regiment
Robert Eadie

HOSTESS SUPPER
In 2018 we reintroduced our popular Host /
Hostess Supper. I'm please to say that due to its
success we staged it again this October.
Although the weekend, but not the actual
day, clashed with other events in the village, 4
tables were booked for 38 diners. Once again the
evening went very well with some extremely
imaginative menus being served. We raised just
under £400 for village hall funds.
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THE MANOR HOUSE GARDEN AND THE NGS
We have some great news to share. We are thrilled and humbled
to be voted the regional winners for the East of England in the Nations
Favourite Garden Competition run by the English Garden Magazine and
the National Garden Scheme. After an initial round of voting in early
summer, thirty gardens emerged. Then there was a final vote in August
and September with six regions and five gardens in each. As winners
for the East we have a full page in the English Garden Magazine in
December and a new feature will go in the magazine next year. Coton
Manor in Northamptonshire is the very well deserved overall winner.
The results were given in the newly refurbished Garden History
Museum next to Lambeth Palace. We received a very handsome but
very heavy plaque made especially by Haddonstone which we will
display in the garden.
Thank you so much to everyone who supported us with a vote and
for all the help over the years with the teas and entrance etc. Next year
we are opening for the NGS on Bank Holiday Monday 25 May and we
will have Chris Lewis from Pavenham with us for a talk on bees,
hopefully a natural wreath exhibition by Bunches of Happiness, as well
as music by Dan Evans. Dan performs gentle folk melodies and original
nature compositions mostly on his dulcimer; all in a very relaxed, interactive way. It should be another great day with entrance monies going
to the National Garden Scheme Charities (mainly cancer nursing
charities) and the tea money going to St John's Moggerhanger.
Simon and Kathy Brown

New faces, and ones from the past, were spotted. We have
already been approached about having the event again in 2020. It's a
good night and very friendly.
In view of this year's success, it appears we're back on the map,
so to speak. We will attempt to stage it once again in October as this
appears to be the best month to suit most people.
Watch out for details in the June and September
2020 magazine.
Thank you all.
Barbara Collins
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ST. MARY’S MATTERS
St Mary's is a member of the
Chellington Team Ministry. For details
of our Vicars and Curate and how to
contact them, please see our web site
at http://stmarysstevington.org.uk.
Harvest Thanksgiving
As we see the crops around us being harvested earlier and earlier
in the year, it seems that we give thanks for our harvest almost as an
afterthought! However, the autumn fruits and vegetables, both in our
gardens, allotments and in the hedgerows are a further chance to be
thankful for such a plentiful harvest. Our Harvest Songs of Praise was a
joyful celebration. Conducted by the Reverend Lynne, the church looked
beautiful with autumn foliage and colour, the singing was uplifting and
the address and readings thoughtful and thought-provoking. A glass of
wine and short tour of the church, given by Robert Eadie, completed the
afternoon. The collection was in aid of the Bishop's Appeal which
focussed on donating money to help provide basic electric light to people
in Tanzania.
Harvest Supper was a jolly affair. As usual, the supper was delicious
and the company excellent. Many thanks to all who helped to make it a
very happy evening.
Thanks to all for the very generous donations of produce made to
SMART in Prebend Street as well as thanks to Chrissie Fitch who
continues to take produce and clothing on a regular basis to the
homeless centre.
Hot off the Press!
Details of the excellent and newly published St Mary's Church
History are mentioned elsewhere. A huge thank you to the producers of
this book - what talent and expertise we have in our village. All I can say
is - don't forget to order your copy!
The PCC at St Mary's would like to say a huge thank you to all who
help and support our church throughout the year. Whenever there is an
event, someone is sure to offer a delicious cake or trifle or similar tasty
and tempting delight or offer a helping hand. It is much appreciated.
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Looking Ahead
Advent and Christmas

Chellington Team Advent Carol Service
St Mary’s, Stevington on Sunday, 1 December 6pm
Along with the other parishes in the Chellington Team, please join us
for our carol service to celebrate the start of Advent in preparation for
Christmas. Mulled wine and mince pies

Christingle Family Service - Cancelled
This was due to be held on Sunday 8 December at 4pm

Nine Lessons and Carols
All welcome at St Mary’s Sunday 15 December 4.30pm
A Celebration for Christmas with singing and readings

Christmas Eve Eucharist Celebration
Please join us on Tuesday 24 December at 9.30pm

All Welcome

Blessings and good wishes from all at St Mary’s for a
happy and peaceful Christmas
Jane O’Connor & Robert Eadie
Churchwardens

Antiques, Silver, Coins and Jewellery
purchased
Marylyn and Ray Wood
01933 353517
Malray@talk21.com
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MS Tree Care

Mason’s Walling

Martyn Smith
Arboriculturist with
over 10 years
experience

All kinds of
dry stone and
mortared
stone walling
work, from
repairs to
new build, from field walls to garden
features.

Ÿ All tree and hedge work
undertaken
Ÿ 24 hour emergency call out
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Stump grinding
Ÿ Fully insured

DSWA professional
member, fully insured.
Visit masonswalling.co.uk, call Tim
on 07852 230745 or email
masonswalling@hotmail.co.uk
… for beautiful walls that last

01234 851235 / 07712 050068
mstreecare@btinternet.com

Luxury guest accommodation for you or your guests.
Homemade cake on arrival.
All rooms ensuite, bathrobes, homemade biscuits on hospitality tray.
Flat screen TV's, own guest lounge.
Top quality breakfast served with eggs from our own chickens.
Doubles, twins, and a family room available.
Please ring Joanne for room rates
01234 823454
email: gardenrooms10@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk
10 Bedford Road, Stagsden
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BAPTIST NEWS
Our annual Carol Service takes
place on Saturday, 21 December at 4pm
and will be followed by festive refreshments. It may be in the start of winter but
you will be assured of a very warm
welcome.
Please put the date in your 2020 diary for the next afternoon tea –
Tuesday, 14 January at 3pm. All are welcome and there is always a
wonderful array of cakes and savouries on offer as well as a quiz. Come
along and make new friends. To get your brain cells going the last quiz
is reproduced below – with the answers on page 54.
Another date for next year’s diary is Shrove Tuesday on 25
February, when we will be hosting our soup and pancake lunch. This is
always a popular event and the fun starts at 1pm. We would love to see
you there.
Stevington Baptist Church and St Mary’s Church are joining forces
on Friday 8 May (Bank Holiday) to commemorate the 75th anniversary of
VE Day. Details are still being planned but include a special church
service, children’s competitions and an afternoon tea. Further details will
be announced in the next Stevington Magazine but in the meantime
please put this date in your diary.
If you have a connection with anyone named on the war memorial
and you would like to commemorate their actions at the service we would
love to hear from you (see the ad on page 45).
We have revamped our Facebook page so why not take
a look and ‘like’ our page to keep up to date?
@StevingtonBaptistChapel
Barbara Courtney
www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

STEVINGTON BAPTIST TEATIME QUIZ
12 NOVEMBER 2019
1.

Which song do these lyrics come from?
‘The shepherd will tend his sheep the valley will bloom again
And Jimmy will go to sleep In his own little room again.’
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2.

What was the cost of a pint of beer at the start of the First World
War?

3.

Which song do these lyrics come from?
‘While there’s a country lane
Wherever there’s a cottage small
Beside a field of grain’

4.

Which famous band leader was lost after his plane took off from
RAF Twinwoods?

5.

In which year did Queen Elizabeth II cease laying a wreath at the
Cenotaph?

6.

Who now lays the wreath for her?

7.

Which King issued a proclamation for a two-minute silence at
11am on Remembrance Day?

8.

In which year was the above?

9.

Who was the leader of the Soviet Union during World War II?

10.

Who played Capt. Mainwaring in Dads Army?
Answers on page 54.

SAALA
ALLOTMENTS

HEALTHY HOME GROWN FOOD.
CHEAPER THAN A GYM MEMBERSHIP.
Why Not Have Your Own Stagsden Allotment?
It’s Great Fun & We Have a Vibrant
Social Association!
For more information contact:
Shane Hodson: 07885 439164 / 01234 823454
Full Plot £57 Half Plot £31
Qtr Plot £20
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STEVINGTON CINEMA
SCREENING DIARY
Date
5 Dec
10 Dec
19 Dec
16 Jan
29 Jan
25 Feb
17 Mar
1 Apr
21 Apr
28 May

Screening
Production
Miracle On 34th Street
Coppelia
The Royal Ballet
The Nutcracker
The Royal Ballet
The Sleeping Beauty
The Royal Ballet
La Boheme
The Royal Opera
Marston & Scarlett World Premieres
The Royal Ballet
Fidelio
The Royal Opera
Swan Lake
The Royal Ballet
Cavalleria Rusticana/Pagliacci
The Royal Opera
The Dante Project
The Royal Ballet

Type
Film
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live

Please check www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk for details of
dates, screening times, tickets etc. as they may be subject to change.

Remember to tell advertisers you
found their details in

S
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STEVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Our big event this quarter was the Fun Day. There is a fuller write
up of this elsewhere in the magazine but may I take the opportunity to
thank the main organisers, Christine Holbrook, Linda Rudd, Jackie Ward
and Trish O'Brien. In addition, there was a host of other people that gave
their time and support, too many for me to mention. The free entry for
the games and activities for the children went down especially well, and
I certainly saw some have many, many goes on some of the games. I
wish I had their energy! A big thank you to the Parish Council for their
generosity that enabled us to offer free entry. Suffice it for me to say that
it was a wonderful day, helped by the sun shining, and the very many
people that came to enjoy all of the games and attractions.
The Hostess Supper was well attended, and again we all had a
feast. Special thanks to Barbara Collins, who, as ever, was tireless in
organising all of us.
Stevington Guitar Concerts hosted Richard Smith and Iain Forbes
on Saturday 2 November. It is wonderful to attract so many very talented
guitarists to our village. Well done John and Steve. All the profit raised
was donated to the Alzheimer's Society.
Firework night is being run as I write this. I am keeping my fingers
crossed the weather holds out, and everyone has an enjoyable evening
going 'ooh' and 'aaah'. (Editor: We certainly all had a great evening!)
We still plan to decorate the toilets and changing rooms, probably
in the New Year now. Thank you for the volunteers to date. I will be in
touch.
That's all folks, and may I take this opportunity to thank everyone
for the support over the year and to wish you all a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
Roger Penney
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STEVINGTON WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
TODAY'S WOMEN WORKING FOR TOMORROWS WORLD
Our meetings for this last quarter of the year
have had a literary theme.
Our first event in early September was a
literary lunch held at Flitwick.
Five members
attended a talk by Ruth Hogan, a Bedford born writer whose debut novel
was The Keeper of Lost Things. It is the fictional story of Anthony
Peardew who spends half his life collecting lost objects and then
bequeaths them to his assistant Laura, with the wish that she tries to
reunite the objects with their rightful owners. A most delightful read.
We celebrated Harvest Supper at our September meeting. Our
numbers were down a little this year, quite a few of our members were
taking their holidays. Nevertheless the evening was enjoyed by all those
attending. Next year it is proposed that we hold our harvest supper in
October.
In October we welcomed Alison Morgan who lives in Pavenham.
Alison's talk was entitled From Nurse to Crime Writer. She was a trained
mental health nurse who after retirement turned to writing crime fiction killing off those in her nursing career she had taken a dislike to - 'quite
satisfying' she declared. A very entertaining evening.
Our November meeting was a craft evening. As the Christmas
Tree Festival has now become a biennial event it was decided that we
would make decorations for our own trees. A well attended meeting with
members producing various and interesting hanging decorations.
During the last three months we have taken part in various County
events including the Centenary Night of the Proms and, as part of the
Bedfordshire Denman weekend, our president attended a leaf dyeing
course at the College producing a charming silk scarf with various leaf
designs in very subtle colours. She not only enjoyed the course but also
met up with various other members from our Federation.
We have again provided lunch for one of the walking groups that
regularly visit us.
We also supported the Village Fun Day in September by running
the tearoom. It was a very busy day, and everyone seemed to enjoy the
event - well done to the organisers!
Our book club and darts fixtures are continuing.
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Dates for your Diary:
Thur 12 December
Bring and Share Party
Thur 9 January
Holiday in Botswana
Thur 13 February
Flexibility for all - fun and laughter
May we take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy
Christmas and Healthy New Year and thank everyone for their support
throughout the past year.
Marilyn Billett

Bedford School
Brass Band
return for another Concert at

St Mary’s Church
after their successful visit in 2017

Saturday 21 March at 7:30pm
(time TBC)

Come and listen to some top class music.
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Save your time & money

Browns of Stagsden...

For All Household Needs!

A proper farm shop on a proper
working, family run farm…

Professional Affordable
Domestic Cleaning Company

YOUR LOCAL FARM
SHOP FOR 2019

Regular / One off Cleans
Spring/After Party/House Move Cleans
Friendly Efficient Trustworthy Reliable
& Local!
Fully insured

¨Home reared and local meat & poultry
¨Local vegetables
¨Deli counter
¨Home made pies
¨Tea room
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday -Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm

No contracts

References can be supplied
Call for a free no obligation home
appraisal

Manor Farm Stagsden MK43 8SH

Phone: 01234 822330

01234 306485 or 07821 700320

www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk

saveyourtimeandmoney@yahoo.co.uk
www.save-your-time.co.uk

BrownsofStagsden
@browns _ stagsden
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Stevington Baptist Church
Here to serve, support
and encourage our
community: seeking to
bring fun and joy to
church life
Sundays at 10.45 – Morning Worship
Tuesdays – Afternoon Teas
Join us for our afternoon tea on the second Tuesday of
every other month. The next one is on 14 January
2020. Come along and make new friends and try the
quiz.

Carol Service

Baptist Church Hall

Come and join us
for our carol
service which is
followed by festive
refreshments

MK43 7QU
An ideal venue for quiet
retreats, meetings,
or family parties.

Saturday
December 21st
at 4pm

£25 a day, or hourly rates.
For details, call Carol
Wareing: 825661

www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
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STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE 100 CLUB
Winners of the last three draws are as follows:
Sept 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 76
№ 57
№ 74
№ 86

Yvonne Haggerwood
Mary Murzyn
Rosie Stanbridge
Steve Cowley

Oct 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 26
№ 47
№6
№ 81

Anne & Lawrence Kay
Fiona HartIves
Diana Bailey
Sara & David Hetherington

Nov 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 15
№ 66
№ 79
№ 74

Ann Frost
David Fitch
Mick Stalley
Rosie Stanbridge

The 100 Club Lottery raises funds for Stevington Village Hall and
since its inception has raised thousands of pounds with the proceeds
being split between the Village Hall and the lucky winners in a monthly
prize-draw with a top prize of £100, making it a very attractive lottery for
YOU!
Investing £60 per year, that's only £5 per month, you have the
chance of winning one of four cash prizes, whilst helping to keep your
local village hall in good order.
The 100 Club currently has some numbers available and if you are
interested in joining please contact Hugo on 01234 824894, email
Hugovankempen0@gmail.com or fill in the form below and send to 14
West End, Stevington, MK43 7QU.
Name..........................................................Telephone:.....................................
Address...............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................
Please tick the appropriate box:
□
I enclose £60 cash.
□
I enclose a Cheque for £60 payable to Stevington Social Centre.
□
I enclose £5 cash for the 1st month. Please let me know bank details so
I can set up a standing order.
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STEVINGTON 'SPEEDY' RAFFLE
At the last guitar concert (Richard Smith
who was wonderful) we slightly changed the
raffle draw format.
Instead of having winners hanging over
the prizes deciding what to have we decided to
speed it up. One person drew the tickets and another person took over
the prizes. A number was called and whatever item was held up, that
was it - no value system. It was quite hilarious but worked well and this
will be the format for the concerts going forward.
Thank you to all who contributed prizes and bought tickets - we
raised £185 for the Alzheimer's Charity.
Most of all thanks go to John Duffield our tireless organiser.
See you all at the next concert in May!
Barbara Collins

BEDFORD SAILING CLUB
Once again, a fabulous summer of messing
about on the water, an increased membership
enjoying camping and BBQs with stunning sunsets
at our idyllic riverside location.
We now prepare for winter.
With the recent high water levels our new
floating pontoon is proving a great success allowing water activities to
continue throughout the year.
We will once again provide our popular free taster sessions
throughout the winter season. Both our canoeing and rowing tasters are
suitable for complete beginners and more advanced paddlers of any age
- so why not contact us, come down and give it a go?
For more information or to book for a free session please contact:
Sailing, canoeing or kayaking:
Dave Brear
daveabrear@aol.com
07929 265671
Rowing or sculling:
Hugo van Kempen
hugovankempen0@gmail.com 01234 824894
Hugo van Kempen
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STEVINGTON PRODUCTION PHOTOGRAPHS
Sandra Proud and I are putting together some collages from past
drama productions and one of village life from 1994 to 2003 which will be
put up in the Village Hall. It is always good to have visual memories of
Spike Islanders' active participation in village events. Therefore, we
have ordered seven new frames which will be used to make a collage of
'The Red Lion in Winter' and to tidy up some of the other production
collages. We would very much like to create collages for 'Our Day Out'
which was produced in early 2004 and 'Christmas Carol' which was
produced in December 2009. I know that members of the cast bought
photos from Roger Day for 'Our Day Out' and I remember that a lot of
cameras were in action during 'Christmas Carol'. If you would like to
donate the odd photo to help fill up either of these collages, please
contact Sandra Proud on 822668 or proudhouse@googlemail.com or
Dave Fitch 822945 or davidfitch82@gmail.com.
One of these frames can be used to build a collage of photos from
the Fun Day if anyone would like to take on this project. It would be great
to celebrate the 14 September event which was a fantastic day thanks
to the hard work of many Stevingtonians.
Dave Fitch

BLUNHAM GIANT BOOK SALE
Saturday 22 February 2020 10:00 to 3:00pm
Come to our Browse and Buy Secondhand Giant Book
Sale at Blunham Parish Church MK44 3NQ.
Selection of second hand/nearly new books, homemade
cakes, teas and coffees, homemade soup and a raffle.
Free of charge.
All proceeds to Blunham Church Fabric Fund

- 44 -

KEEP CALM
and commemorate the 75th
anniversary of VE Day
on Friday, 8 May 2020
Stevington Baptist and St Mary’s churches
are joining forces to commemorate the
75th anniversary of VE Day
There will be a special church service, children’s
competitions and an afternoon tea.
Further
details to be announced but please put this date
in your diary.
Do you have a connection with
anyone named on the war memorial and would you like to
commemorate their actions at the
service? If so we would love to
hear from you.
Please contact: Barbara Courtney on
office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
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THAT WAS THE NEWS THAT WAS
The Bedfordshire Mercury - 01/05/1869 Steventon: A Publican Committed To Prison.
James Keech, licensed victualler, Steventon, was
charged with opening his house for the sale of beer
before 12.30pm on Sunday, the 11th inst. Police-constable Mardlin
deposed: On Sunday, the 11th of this month, about 10am, I went to the
Cock Inn, Steventon, kept by the defendant. Seeing his wife shut the
cellar door, I asked who was inside the cellar, and the landlady said, "My
husband." I knew the defendant was not there, as I had seen him outside
the house, and when I opened the cellar door I found James Aspley
there. I picked up a mug which had beer in. I said, "Mrs Keech, this won't
do; you have told me an untruth." She replied that she was so confused
that she did not know what she was saying; she told me that Aspley had
had one half-pint of beer and a pennyworth of gin. She asked me not to
say anything about it this time, and Aspley offered to give me anything,
but I told them I was bound to report the occurrence. Defendant, who
was in a state of intoxication, said he knew nothing of the matter, as he
was not in in the house. Mrs Keech handed to the Bench a letter from
Mr. Harker, speaking to the character of the man Aspley - which had
nothing to do with the charge against the defendant. The Bench fined
the defendant £1, with 8s. 6d. costs, or 14 days' imprisonment.
Defendant and his wife asked repeatedly for time, but the Chairman said
that, as Keech had appeared before the magistrates in a state of intoxication, they could not think of granting time for payment of the money.
At the rising of the court, defendant was in the hands of the police.
The Bedford Times & Bedfordshire Independent - 20/12/1870 - A
Desperate Character. On the morning of Monday, the 11th inst., John
Smith, a workman on the Bedford and Northampton Railway, was taken
to Bedford and remanded by T. A. Macan, Esq., on a charge of
assaulting Police-constable Robert Pope, at Stevington, on the previous
Saturday morning. It appears that about 2 am the officer stopped on the
road and tried to search him, but Smith took out a gun barrel and before
the officer could draw his staff the man put the gun together, and pointing
at the policeman, swore he would shoot him if he came near. On
Monday morning three men went to his house to apprehend him, but he
was out with his gun. On his return he had the gun loaded, but was
arrested, and in his pockets were found two large pebbles. At his
lodgings a large quantity of net-stakes were seized by the police. The

- 46 -

prisoner is a desperate character and has been in custody in Herts for
highway robbery.
The Illustrated Police News - 13/12/1884. At a special sitting of the
Bedford County magistrates on Saturday, James Seamarks, Charles
Poole and Henry Smith, labourers of Stevington, were charged with night
poaching on the Picts Hill Estate. Seamarks and Poole were sentenced
to three months' hard labour and Smith to two months' hard labour.
The Bedfordshire Times And Independent - 19/03/1915. On Saturday
afternoon a serious accident befell Mr. George Ruffhead, accompanied
by Mrs. Ruffhead and Mrs. Walter Poole, when near Hurst Grove his trap
was run into by a runaway horse and lorry. The whole party were pitched
out, and the trap overturned and broken. The horse, however, was not
hurt. Mrs. Ruffhead was much bruised and shaken, as was also Mrs.
Poole, who sustained in addition, slight concussion of the brain. Mr.
Ruffhead was seriously cut about the head and face, besides other
injuries, his horse falling on him. He was removed in a motor to the
Hospital, where his wounds were dressed. Both he and Mrs. Ruffhead
were able to return home later with Mr. George Robinson, of Hart's Farm,
who witnessed the accident, and was able to render valuable assistance.
Mr. Horace Prentice, who was passing directly afterwards, arranged
matters generally for the sufferers, and brought Mrs. Poole back home to
Stevington. Satisfactory progress is reported in the case of each patient.
The Bedfordshire Times & Independent - 13/06/1919. The whole
village sympathises with Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cox in the sad bereavement
of their eldest son, Arthur Macdonald Cox, aged 25 years who was fatally
injured in an accident at Souldrop on Friday evening. Deceased joined
the 2nd Batt, Beds Regiment, on November 9th, 1914 and had trained at
Ampthill about 6 months when he left for active service in France gaining
the rank of Sergeant. He went through much heavy fighting being once
slightly wounded, was taken prisoner in March 1918 and was demobilised Apr, 7th, 1919. He was followed to the Churchyard on Wednesday
afternoon by the demobilised soldiers and sailors of the village, eight of
whom were the bearers. The funeral service was conducted by the Rev.
A. H. Sproule and was followed by a muffled peal from the ringers.
All the above articles found (and copied verbatim) using the
resource of the British Newspaper Archive. Copyright owner: © 2019
Findmypast Newspaper Archive Limited - Proudly presented by
Findmypast in partnership with the British Library.
Mark Jackson
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Kitchen Installations
Bathroom Installations
Wall and Floor tiling
Painting and decorating
Tel: 07837 941895
Email: info@dreidpropertyservices.co.uk
Facebook: D Reid Property Services
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WASTE COLLECTIONS
Month

Rubbish

Recycling

Green

December
January
February
March

3, 17
2, 14, 28
11, 25
10, 24

10, 24
8, 21
4, 18
3, 17, 31

None
None
None
3, 17, 31

MOBILE LIBRARY
The Mobile Library will be visiting The Cross at Stevington
between 13:35 and 13:55 on the following Wednesdays:
December
4, 18
January
15, 29
February
12, 26
March
11, 25
April
8, 22
May
6, 20
Come along and see Arthur, to take books, spoken word items
and much more!
New members are welcome, just bring some ID along, printed
with your name and address, to join the Library. Please remember,
now we have our new vehicle, you must bring your Library card every
time you visit the Mobile Library.
There are a number items available including fiction, non-fiction,
large print and spoken word CDs.
For further enquiries, please
contact Kempston Library on 01234
276453.
We look forward to welcoming
you on board!
James Smiles, Library Manager

Remember to tell advertisers you found their
details in

S
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HARROLD ODELL COUNTRY PARK NEWS
It's the countdown to winter once again. The
clocks have gone back and the nights are drawing in. Nature has been
busy gathering winter stores and setting seed ready for the dormant
period.
We are looking out for winter migrants now that the swallows and
swifts have departed. I spotted the first flocks of Scandinavian thrushes
flying over our sister park at Priory Marina in Bedford on 14 October.
Fieldfares and redwings come over every year to eat the hedgerow
berries and to escape the worst of the Scandinavian winter.
From October to March, we concentrate on any tree works on the
Management Plan. Coppicing, pruning fruit trees in the orchard, thinning
of willow and poplar, hedge-laying, bramble clearance etc. all need to be
done during the winter when the trees are dormant.
Thinning lets more light into the woodland floor, encouraging
wildflowers to grow underneath the trees. The cut stumps then regrow
new branches over the following year and beyond. Rotten wood is
stacked into habitat piles around the park. These encourage insects into
the area thus increasing the biodiversity. Amphibians, grass snakes etc.
use them to hibernate in and many species of fungi feed on the rotting
wood helping to return nutrients back into the soil for plants to utilise.
At the end of November (if the farmer can catch them), the cattle
in the river meadow will go back to the farm in Pavenham until next
spring They have done an excellent job keeping down the more invasive
grasses and allowing finer species to come through. It keeps access
open for people too but we ask that dogs are kept away from the
livestock when walking in that area.
The volunteers have been gainfully employed cutting back
vegetation that had begun to invade the river meadow fence line. We
need to keep it clear so we can ensure proper maintenance. Over time,
fence posts can become rotten and need replacing so it's important we
can access them. This task has taken about six weeks, so not an easy
job. Bramble is a horrible plant to deal with in large quantities. It
provided the cattle with entertainment though. They were VERY interested in what we were cutting down, especially if it had juicy leaves and
berries attached. Actually, they did us a service by eating the foliage. It
made the cuttings lighter and easier to deal with.
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Looking forward to the New Year, we are hoping to run our annual
Wassail event. We've set aside Friday 24 January, 6pm for a 6.15pm
start. If you've never heard of Wassailing, the idea is that we set out a
processionary route somewhere in the park which we light up with fairy
lights. Participants march along the route making as much noise as
possible - bring a torch, whistles, bells, drums or something as simple as
a wooden spoon and an old saucepan to bang. This is to drive away the
evil spirits that might spoil the apple crop the following autumn.
We then hold a little service (booklets supplied), sing the Wassail
song and the Wassail King and Queen anoint the chosen apple tree with
cider as an offering to the fairies ensuring a good crop. We are hoping
that The Bedford Morris dancers will join us for a special performance on
the night. Afterwards, there is an opportunity to feast on an applethemed buffet, drink hot mulled cider or apple juice. This is a free event
but numbers are limited to 50 so BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. Look out
for publicity posters nearer the time with booking details. It will also be
on the park website www.hocp.co.uk.
Dates for your Diary
Health Walks (December 12 (pre-registered members only - Xmas
lunch afterwards), No walk on Boxing Day, January 9 & 23)
This is a national scheme aimed at improving your health and wellbeing
and provide opportunities to meet new people. They are held in the park
every other Thursday at 10.30am. Meet outside the woodland entrance
to the café for registration. New walkers have an initial form to complete
for insurance purposes. Leaders: Janet Munro & Lindsey Alton. For
more info, contact Janet Munro on 01234 720016 and leave a name and
contact number or email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk.
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Friends Group Task Days (December 30, January 27)
Held on the last Monday of the month (a week earlier if a Bank Holiday).
Join in with the regular volunteers to assist with whatever task is going
on in the park. Meet at the Park Office at 9.45am for tea. Come in old
clothes and sturdy boots with a packed lunch. We provide gloves, tools
and refreshments. For more info, contact Richard Dowsett on 01234
720016 and leave your name and contact no. Alternatively, email
Richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk.
Janet Munro - Park Warden
Photo Courtesy of Janet Munro

THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE - WHAT'S ON
Sunday Strolls (1 December, 5 January, 2 February)
A gentle Sunday walk. Meet at reception at 10.15am. Walk lasts approx.
2 hours. Free but donations welcome. No need to book. Call 01234
767037 for details.
Become a Volunteer
If you are interested email jo.roberts@marstonvale.org or call 01234
762608.
Health Walks (Wednesdays 10.30am)
Free, no need to book. Most walks start at reception but some
eleswhere - see noticeboard or ring 01234 767037 to
confirm.
Special Events:
For information about what's on including
Learning Lunchtime, Carol Singing and other
Christmas activities for all the family
visit:
www.marstonvale.org/events.html

1.
3.
5.
7.
9.

There'll be Bluebirds over the White Cliffs of Dover
2.
There'll always be an England
4.
A Glenn Miller
2017
6.
Prince of Wales
George V
8.
1919
Joseph Stalin
10. Arthur Lowe

STEVINGTON BAPTIST TEATIME QUIZ - ANSWERS
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