STEVINGTON
MAGAZINE

DECEMBER 2018
Number 187

VILLAGE DIARY
December
2 Christmas Fair at the Royal George
3 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Nutcracker. Village Hall
6 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Anthony & Cleopatra. Village Hall
8 FOSM Christmas Activities. Church Room. 2.00-4.00pm. (see page 26)
9 Christingle Service. St Mary’s. 4.00pm (see page 38)
13 Cinema Club. Film. The Holiday. Village Hall
13 WI Christmas Party. Church Room 7.30pm
14 Christmas Tree Festival. Baptist Chapel. 10.00am to 3.00pm. (see page 42)
15 Christmas Party at the Royal George
15 Carol Service. Baptist Chapel. 4.00pm. (see page 42)
16 Nine Lessons & Carols. St Mary’s. 5.00pm. (see page 38)
17 Village Christmas Concert. Village Hall. 7.00 for 7.30pm (see page 22)
20 Carols Round the Cross. Royal George. 7.00pm (see page 26)
25 Christmas Day Morning Eucharist. St. Mary’s. 11.00am.
28 Live music at the Royal George
30 Morning Eucharist. St. Mary’s. 9.30am.
31 New Years Eve Party at the Royal George

January
3 Cinema Club. Film. Mamma Mia! Village Hall
7 Stevington Carpet Bowls Club restarts. (see page 40)
8 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
10 WI Woodland Gardening. Church Room 7.30pm
18 Live music at The Royal George
18 Come a-Wassailing. Harrold-Odell Country Park. 6.00pm. (see page 50)
22 Cinema Club. Live Opera Broadcast. The Queen of Spades. Village Hall
31 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. I’m Not Running. Village Hall

February
6 FOSM Afternoon Tea. Church Room. 2.00pm. (see page 26)
7 Cinema Club. Film. The Children Act. Village Hall
14 WI Improving Memory. Church Room 7.30pm
19 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Don Quixote. Village Hall
27 Stevington Writers AGM. (see page 39)

March
2 Chilli & Quiz. Church Room. (see page 26)
5 Soup and Pancakes. Baptist Hall. 1.00pm
5 Green bin collection restarts.
7 Cinema Club. Film. Jean De Flotette. Village Hall
10 Magazine Copy Date (Sunday)
14 WI Keech Hospice Care. Church Room 7.30pm

-2-

December 2018

No. 187
HELLO STEVINGTON!

In this edition we have the usual Season’s Greetings in the centre
pages and this year we are supporting Magpas Air Ambulance and in
particular the fund to purchase a new helicopter. Thanks to your generosity we have the greatest ever number of greetings and have raised £842
this year, before the addition of Gift Aid. Don’t forget that it is a pull out
Christmas card that can be displayed with all the other cards you receive.
This is the end of our seventh year producing the Magazine and we
would like to thank everyone who has helped the magazine effort this year
- Anna Hart and her team for reliably delivering the magazine, Barbara
Pheasant for proof reading the longer articles, Frances Hirst for standing
in when Barbara wasn’t available and all of those who have contributed
articles. You are all a valuable part of the team and we couldn’t do it
without you. Thank you to all of the advertisers who have supported us in
2018. Your financial support is vital.
It’s been a busy few months in the village with some great events.
In November the Village Hall committee gave us a great Bonfire Night
firework display and Stevington Guitar Concerts arranged some wonderful
evenings of live music. In addition the Stevington Cinema Club has given
us a full and varied programme of films and live broadcasts – theatre,
ballet and opera.
The big news is obviously that after many years of closure the Red
Lion is open – we had a wonderful meal there last weekend. I’m sure we
all wish Teresa and the team all the best. We are so lucky in such a small
village to have two great pubs offering us different things. The Royal
George continues to support the football club and many other village
organisations and has an excellent range of events planned for the holiday
period. See page 31 for details.
Finally we wish all our readers a very merry Christmas and a happy,
healthy and peaceful 2019.
Heather and Keith
NEXT MAGAZINE
The next edition of the Stevington Magazine should be delivered
sometime around 23-24 March 2019. The last day for receipt of copy for
that Magazine is Sunday 10 March 2019. Articles should reach Heather
and Keith Parkinson (Old Paddock, Church Road, Tel. 826677, email
stevington.magazine@googlemail.com) on that day, although we will
be delighted to receive copy at any time before then.
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POPPY APPEAL
In this special year we raised the astonishing total
of £1,406.14p. A huge thank you to everyone for their
generous donations.
Thank you too, to my wonderful collectors and to
Sarah Bush who helped with our marathon count.
Joan Hart
TERRY HEXT 1937 - 2018
Thank you to all my friends in the village who have given me such
love and support at the passing of my dear Terry. I have received over
two hundred cards and messages from his music colleagues, past
students and friends, all expressing admiration for his contribution to the
music profession. I miss him desperately but with love and support from
friends and family I shall keep going.
The latest total for Justgiving for the East Anglian Air Ambulance
is £2,363.25.
Marion Hext
THANK YOU
A huge thank you to all my family and friends for helping me to
celebrate my graduation this year.
Love from
Andrea Haggerwood
'FREE FROM FOODS' GROUP
Our inaugural meeting was held on Wednesday 14 November
2018. Thank you to all those people who attended and participated in a
lively, interesting exchange of foods ideas and cooking experiences for
optimal health. Some of us had food tests with Stephanie and we made
notes of recipes to try out. The next meeting will be held in 2 to 3 months
time depending on people's availability. Anyone interested in joining the
next meeting should contact Susan Young on 07787 158288.
Photographs as credited. Cover drawing by Anne Stileman
Opinions expressed in the Stevington Magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the Editor. Some features may be kept for future issues.
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OUR VILLAGE MILKMAN
Whenever I speak to people about Stevington they are always
amazed at what goes on here and how much community spirit there is.
I have lived here since 1976 and have seen many changes over that
time, the two largest being the loss of our school and the closure of the
Red Lion. Thank goodness we now have the Red Lion back and I wish
them lots of success.
The real reason why I'm writing this is that we do have a milkman
and really need to use this service or we will lose it. They have recently
dropped down to two days in order to keep the costs down. Isn't it worth
paying a few pence extra to have your milk delivered to your door to keep
this tradition going?
Feel free to call them on 01234 376006 if you would like milk etc.
delivered.
Thank you
Jackie Ward

DOG POO
We apologise if the title offends but dog poo offends if it is not picked up.
While the majority of Stevington's dog owners are very responsible about
picking up after their pets there are still some who are not doing so.
You are spoilt for choice when it comes to disposal of your dog's waste.
Not only are there several poo bins around the village but you can now
bag and bin it in any public litter bin or, indeed, in your
own black bin at home. And please do not leave it
hanging off trees or dumped in someones garden.
The fine for not picking up is £80 rising to
£1,000 if you fail to pay promptly.
BAG IT, TIE IT, BIN IT
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TOMMY CROSLAND
On Wednesday 19 September Tommy received
a telegram and a card from the Queen to mark his
100th Birthday. Later, 43 friends and family joined him
in the Village Hall for a party to celebrate this wonderful
achievement.
Tommy would like to thank his
friends in the village for their cards and
generous gifts which were mainly of an
alcoholic nature. He may well have
enough to see him through until
Christmas!
One of his nieces has said she
intends to change her medication to
whiskey because that seems to be the
secret to Tommy's longevity.
Following the party his two
grandsons, who had flown over from
Hong Kong, wheeled him down to pub for
a couple of pints to end a truly wonderful
day.
Angie Grafton

MUSICIANS NEEDED
for the Christmas Concert ‘Band’
We particularly need string players though other instrumentalists
will be welcome.
Please contact Joan Hart
Email: joanfiddlesticks@hotmail.com or tel: 823586
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STEVINGTON12K
WWW.STEVINGTON12K.UK

The race date for next year has been fixed for Sunday 12 May and
following last year's record number of 232 runners we're hopeful of even
more for the next race.
First run in 1982, and now in its thirty-seventh year, the
Stevington12k is an annual village event, which continues to attract
runners from all over the country (Beds, Bucks, Herts, Northants, Essex,
Gloucestershire, North Yorkshire and Lancashire last year).
The race starts at
the Village Hall at
11:00am
and
the
runners
head
out
towards Oakley, then
on to Pavenham before
returning to the Village
Hall for the finish. (Last
year's winning time was
42:51)
The event is run
by Stevington residents
with all proceeds going to support the Village Hall and relies on the
commitment of over 40 volunteers on the day to make it the continued
success that it is. The Stevington12k event team would like ALL
residents to feel part of the event so invite everybody to maybe run,
support or be a volunteer by joining the team on the day (we always need
race marshals, car park attendants, help with refreshments etc.)
Contact Will Stanbridge by email director@stevington12k.uk if you
would like to volunteer.
Will Stanbridge

Remember to tell advertisers you
found their details in

S
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STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors:
Paul O’Flynn (Chair)
Pete Fisher (Vice Chair)
Sarah Bush
Janet Day
Andrew Lockwood
Jane Thomas
Clerk to the Parish Council: Tricia Lennie
We are approaching the end of a busy
2018 with the 'Beast from the East' followed by a
beautiful summer in our lovely village.
Update on Stevington Parish Council
We have some changes to the Parish Council as a result of the
departure of both Graham Read and Sam Stapleton. Graham has
relocated to Devon and Sam has increased work commitments. We
would like to thank both Graham and Sam for all their hard work and
commitment to the residents of Stevington and wish them both well for the
future.
We are delighted that Janet Day has joined the Parish Council and
will be the link with the village hall and we would like to welcome James
Lockwood who will be joining the Parish Council in the New Year.
Meeting with Alastair Burt MP
Several members of the Parish Council met with Alastair Burt on
Saturday 10 November. This was a meeting with representatives from
Parish Councils from around his constituency. He covered topics such as
housing developments, planning and the environment with a particular
focus on how they impact on the rural character of the area. He also
talked about the new road and rail links between Oxford and Cambridge
and he highlighted the importance of Bedford and the surrounding areas
gaining some benefit from these developments as well. He raised the
issue around the 'fiasco' of the timetable changes on the railway network
and the impact on people's lives.
Paul O'Flynn (Chair) raised a concern about the problems faced by
Stevington of HGV vehicles using Silver Street and the fact that we have
had very little support from the Borough Council and Alastair Burt stated
that he would look into this. The meeting closed and we then helped
Alastair do the washing up - further informal conversations continued!
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The Cross and the centre of the village
The work on the repair of the Cross is now completed and we once
again have a valued ancient monument gracing the centre of the village.
With the re-opening of the Red Lion and the continuing popularity of the
Royal George we will continue to have a thriving sociable community.
Armistice Day in Stevington
Thank you to all those who worked so hard to commemorate the
part played by the young men of Stevington in the First World War. The
ten outlines of the soldiers killed in the war were a very moving tribute. In
addition, thanks to the Historical Trust, the exhibition in the Church Room
and the lecture held in the Village Hall in November provided us with a
fascinating picture of the time. Thank you to Pete Fisher for laying a
wreath on behalf of Stevington Parish Council.
The litter pick
The Parish Council would like to thank the WI and everyone who
took part in the litter pick on 20 October. We had over 20 people helping
with the clean-up of the village from the railway walk parking area to the
Maltings at the other side of West End. We collected over 30 bags of
rubbish ranging from crisp packets and cans to car parts!
The litter pick takes place twice a year and it would be great to see
a similar number of people, if not more, at the next litter pick likely to take
place in the Spring. The date will be announced in the New Year.
Stevington Neighbourhood Plan
The working group has completed the wording for the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan and this has been shared informally with the
village via the dedicated website www.stevington.com as well as a printed
copy being made available to view in the Community Shop during
business hours. We have received some really constructive feedback so
far and would welcome any further comments. Thank you to those of you
who have taken the time to do so already. The Plan is being updated to
reflect the recently announced Bedford Local Plan 2030, the plan has
undergone a redesign ready for the next stage of the process. We are
hoping to be in a position to trigger Regulation 14 which is the start of the
public consultation phase before Christmas. Please look out for further
details of this nearer the time!
Windmill
The renovations to the windmill have been completed and the
Heritage Open Days were a fantastic success. There will be a workshop
in the Spring for anyone interested in either helping with the regular
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movement of the sails etc. or just interested in the working of the Windmill.
The date will be announced nearer the time.
Parking and speeding
In mid-November the Parish Council met with a representative from
Bedford Highways Department to discuss the speeding and parking
issues facing residents in Stevington. The discussion was wide ranging
and covered the whole village and these will inform the village wide
transport strategy which we will be sharing in February. This will focus on
the very real concerns of residents over speeding and parking in the village.
Footpaths and signs
As we approach the winter with the opportunity for brisk walks
through our beautiful countryside we would ask everyone who has
property bordering a footpath or near a road sign to ensure that their
hedgerows and foliage are cut back and well maintained so that the
footpaths and signs can be seen and used by walkers and road users alike.
November 5th Firework Night
The Parish Council would like to thank the Village Hall Committee
and their vast array of helpers on the night for the dazzling firework
display. This is becoming another event where villagers have the opportunity to meet friends and for new villagers to feel part of our vibrant
community.
Jane Thomas
Email:
stevingtonpc@live.co.uk
Internet: http://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk
www.stevington.org.uk

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATORS
To access these in an emergency situation,
please dial 999 immediately. The call
handler will provide you with the code for
the cabinet lock.
The defibrillators are located in:
Ÿ
Red telephone box near the cross in
Church Road
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Village Hall
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Baptist
Chapel Hall, West End.
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Mason’s Walling
All kinds of dry
stone and
mortared
stone walling
work, from
repairs to new
build, from field walls to garden
features.
DSWA professional
member, fully insured.
Visit masonswalling.co.uk, call Tim
on 07852 230745 or email
masonswalling@hotmail.co.uk
… for beautiful walls that last

Luxury guest accommodation for you or your guests.
Homemade cake on arrival.
All rooms ensuite, bathrobes, homemade biscuits on hospitality tray.
Flat screen TV's, own guest lounge.
Top quality breakfast served with eggs from our own chickens.
Doubles, twins, and a family room available.
Please ring Joanne for room rates
01234 823454
email: gardenrooms10@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk
10 Bedford Road, Stagsden
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to encourage flexibility, good breathing
practice and a sense of wellness
www.francesnewmanyoga.co.uk
email: francesnewmanyoga@gmail.com

07815 643 366
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A LARGE BAG COSTS £35

BEDFORD BOROUGH NEWS
Speedwatch on Bedford Borough's streets
Bedford Borough Councils' Community Speedwatch vehicle is out
and about on the Borough's streets.
Speeding is a common concern for local communities. The
Council has heard those concerns and has created the 'Speedwatch
vehicle', in partnership with Bedfordshire Police.
This van will travel around the Borough with trained staff tracking
the speed of vehicles. If a driver is speeding they will receive a warning
through the post. They may also be visited by the Police, particularly if
they are a repeat offender or are travelling at excessive speeds.
Mayor Dave Hodgson said 'Speeding is consistently one of the
biggest concerns people raise with me, in communities across the
Borough. We have already introduced average speed cameras in a
number of hotspot locations in response to local concerns. The Speedwatch vehicle will give us an additional, mobile means of responding to
people's concerns and will enable us to cover a wide range of locations.
We will be able to send the van out, be a presence on roads across the
Borough and help make those roads safer for everyone.'
Inspector Paul Ayling from the North
Bedfordshire Community Policing Team
said 'Speed is one of the 'fatal four' driving
offences and we urge drivers to comply with
the limit. It is vital we pay attention to the
speed limit and conditions and drive responsibly. Our community policing teams work
alongside the Speedwatch schemes, which
enables volunteers to work within their
community to raise awareness of the
dangers of speeding and to help control the
problem locally.’
'We all lead busy lives and there are
times when we may be in a hurry and there's a temptation to put your
foot down to make up a little bit of time. We want all motorists to be
aware that the speed limit on a road is just that, a limit not a target, and
to drive sensibly for the road conditions they face. The consequences of
speeding can be deadly so drivers need to take care on the roads all
year round.'
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Bromham Road bridge over the railway
Electrification means the bridge needs to be raised which means
that the road will be closed. The Borough Council has been working
hard with Railtrack to at least keep a route for cyclists and pedestrians
into town. A pedestrian and cyclist track will be installed whilst the work
for a new bridge is undertaken. The Bromham Road will be closed at the
site towards the end of June 2019. There will be diversions put in place.
For more news about road updates that are happening go to
www.bedford.gov.uk/transportingbedford2010.
Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030
The officers are finalising the local plan. It is expected to go to the
executive meeting in December and then if approved will be submitted
for examination by the inspector at the end of December or early January
2019.
Garden waste collection and Christmas and New Year collection
times
The last green bin collection was 30 November and the next
collection will be at the beginning of March 2019. However still put out
your orange and black bins as normal. The new collection calendar will
be out in December which gives the times of the waste collection over
Christmas and the New Year.
Household Waste Recycling Centre Barkers Lane - times over the
holiday
Ÿ
Christmas Eve and New Years' Eve open from 9am to 1pm.
Ÿ
The centre will be closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New
Years' Day.
Ÿ
The centre is open from 9am to 5pm every other day to receive
your waste.
Sports Awards
Our local sports people will be having their efforts rewarded at a
ceremony in December. This ceremony is organised by Bedford Sports
department and is at the Corn Exchange.
Festive Times
I wish that you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Councillor Pat Olney
Telephone 01234 824384
Email
pat.olney@btopenworld.com
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STEVINGTON GUITAR CONCERTS
Our last concerts took place on 7 and 8 September when Tim
Eady, Chaz Macenzie and Adam Bulley made long journeys to be with
us from Donegal, Oban and Edinburgh respectively. The proceeds from
the gig, £569, were donated to Bloodwise, a charity pioneering research
and treatment of blood cancer.
We knew we had a
great night in store, but the
reality
surpassed
our
expectations with many of
the audience commenting it
was one of our best.
Thanks go to the team
that comes together to help
these concerts happen.
Jean and her 'staff' for
organising and running the
bar, Barbara for her unstinting support setting up the room, selling tickets
and running the raffle. Steve for all matters technical, Bob Collins for
lighting, Roger for super photos and everyone else who helps us turn the
village hall into a top concert venue for international artists.
It would be impossible to bring such great music to the village
without the tremendous support we receive so I am delighted to report
Stevington is getting quite a name in the acoustic music scene. Acoustic
Magazine has carried a two-page colour article about Stevington Guitar
Concerts. One of the Artists at Ullapool Guitar Festival, where musicians
gather from all over the world, described Stevington to his sell out
audience as the ‘Mecca of guitar music in the South East'.
It was with great sadness that we heard Chas Hodges of Chas and
Dave sadly passed away on 22 September. Chas was a national
treasure and will be hugely missed. We never dreamt he and Dave
Peacock would play in Stevington village hall, but they did as special
guests of Richard Smith.
To keep up to date with the latest news from Stevington Guitar
Concerts be sure to like our Facebook page and sign up to our mailing
list at www.stevingtonguitarconcerts.co.uk.
With thanks
John Duffield
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THE ANNUAL HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST BIKE 'N HIKE
SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2018
All Churches in Beds and Herts are members of the Trust, founded
in 1984 to raise funds for the restoration and repair of our amazing stock
of mainly mediaeval churches. The 'Bike Ride' brings in an average of
£100,000 each year, of which Stevington has probably only contributed
about £200.
That is, until two years ago when two
ladies took up the challenge and brought in
£575. Last year two became six, raising
£1,365! I had no idea how we might repeat
that figure - I could feel a low depression
coming in over Church Road.
But lo! Out of the darkening sky came
an anonymous benefactor with a daunting
challenge - every pound we could raise
would be matched, up to a maximum of
£750! If we couldn't achieve this, we would
only get double the reduced income, and
some other charity would get the rest! This
was obviously a serious matter.
Roger and Barbara Pheasant would be walking, and now went
about their money-raising in a serious way, with far-flung friends and
family raising £270. Churchwarden Jane O' Connor, with help from other
church members, brought in £640 mainly from the village, and Richard
Adams (see below) £250.
Total £1,160, plus the challenge of £750, plus Gift Aid of
£188.75 = £2,098.75!! Beyond our wildest dreams!
And I forgot to say that half of
the net total (£955) will come back
to St Mary's, helping us to pay the
bills and keep our lovely church in
good order. We give our heartfelt
thanks to our generous benefactor
(still anonymous!) - without that
generous challenge, this would
never have happened.
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Jane O'Connor writes of her day….
Despite the damp and drizzly start to Saturday 8 September, John
and I set off for our hike around some of the beautiful Great Ouse
countryside - the bonus was the opportunity to visit our lovely churches
on the way. With our first stop at
Pavenham, the skies brightened, and
we felt we were on our way. It was an
early start, but we were beaten to it by
another Stevingtonian, Richard - as he
was running, he kept well ahead of us
all day! From there Felmersham,
Odell, Harrold (both URC and St
Peter's) and Carlton were all
welcoming but then most welcome of
all, Stevington as our final destination.
It was notable that Stevington was prominent among hikers with
not only Richard running but Barbara and Roger Pheasant walking too.
It was a privilege that day to enjoy the ancient paths that lead across our
countryside to each unique church. Thank you to our generous donors;
the funds raised will support the fabric of St Mary's and the Historic
Churches Trust so that these buildings can be maintained for our future.
Richard Adams, who has never competed in a marathon, says….
I'm normally abroad the weekend of the Historic Churches Bike ‘n
Hike fundraiser, but not this year, and preserving our historic churches
is a worthy cause.
So with 10 days' notice how do I
make this a challenge and raise as much
sponsorship as I can in a week?
Easy - run a marathon and stop at
13 churches over the 26.4 miles.
Obviously the first step is training,
so three early morning runs on Mon, Tues,
and Thurs, chalked up 25 miles. Then two
rest days before the day and time to focus
on the fundraising, which I am really
pleased to say totalled £250. At 7am the
weather was just right, not too hot, or wet,
or windy. Starting with a cross country
route to Bromham, then Oakley,
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Pavenham (really grateful to the person that
thought to leave out bottles of water for
those starting before the official start at
10am), Felmersham, Sharnbrook, Odell,
Harrold and Chellington. At this point the
body was saying enough and it was starting
to rain! Thankfully Carole brought me a
waterproof layer and a quick bite to eat at
Carlton before setting off to Turvey before
the final, and longest, stretch back to
Stevington. I arrived at St Mary's to the
sound of Andrew Young practicing on the
church organ! I am pleased that I've finally
crossed the marathon off my bucket list,
raised money for a good cause, but Bob (Hart) I will be on holiday next
year!
Didn't they all do so well for a great cause!
Bob Hart
Bob Hart, Area member, BHHCT
Tel 01234 823769

Photos courtesy of Richard Adams

CASH for OLD
Items
Antiques, Coins and
Jewellery purchased
Marylyn and Ray Wood
01933 353517
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BEATING THE BOUNDS
FRIENDS OF ST. MARY'S FUNDRAISER
Beating the bounds is an ancient custom still observed in some
English parishes.
A group of old and young members of the community would walk
the boundaries of the parish, usually led by church officials, to share the
knowledge of where the boundaries lay, and to pray for protection and
blessings for the lands. The youngsters carry green willow boughs to
beat the parish boundary markers to make them remember.
The object of taking the village youngsters along is supposed to
ensure that witnesses to the boundaries should survive as long as
possible and a folk memory of the true extent of the parish was
necessary to maintain integrity of borders by embedding knowledge in
oral traditions.
Although modern surveying techniques make the ceremony
obsolete, at least for its secular purpose, many English parishes carry
out a regular beating of the bounds, as a way of strengthening the
community and giving it a sense of place.
The current Stevington parish boundary does not always follow
existing footpaths, so we are consulting the many various landowners to
secure permission to cross their property and aim to follow the current
boundary as close as possible (allowing for crops growing etc.). The
river boundary will be travelled via boats provided by the Sailing Club.
The total route is about 12 km long and should take about 3 hours
to complete.
Traditionally Beating the Bounds takes place on Rogation Day (25
April) and we will look to do ours over a weekend near that date.
If you would like to take part in beating the bounds then please
contact Hugo on 01234 824894 or
hugovankempen0@gmail.com.
Hugo van Kempen
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HOST & HOSTESS NIGHT
On Saturday 2 October we reinstated our popular host or hostess
night.
Originally seven tables were booked but for various reasons we
ended up with four tables. A couple of diners were unable to attend on
the night but eventually the hosts served a total of 35 dinners.
Once again there were some imaginative meals served and quite
a few new faces were spotted.
We hope that perhaps in 2019 some of our previous regulars and
this year's new faces will boost the numbers.
Sadly, the bar suffered another burglary that weekend. However
the money we raised on the Saturday went a good way in helping to
replenish the stock.
Barbara Collins

STEVINGTON COMMUNITY SHOP
The shop continues to prosper and is the hub of the village in many
respects, thanks to all our wonderful volunteers and customers.
Christmas time is upon us, so come and have a look at our range
of products to tempt you. If you haven't been down to the shop yet I'm
sure you will be surprised at what we have including local honey, eggs
and cards from local artists.
If you would like to volunteer let one of the committee know. You
can do two hours a month, or more if you wish. It's a great way of getting
to know people.
As one of the organisations in the village, we have been asked to
decorate a Christmas tree at the Baptist chapel. It will be on view on 14
December. This will be the third year for us and is well worth a visit to
see all the different trees.
On behalf of the committee and myself, we wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and New Year.
Jackie Ward
Sarah Bush, Doreen Pendlington, June Homer
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REMEMBRANCE 2018
The run up to Remembrance started at the beginning of November
with the appearance around the village of 10 ‘silhouettes’ representing
those who are ‘There but Not There’ and labelled with the ten names on
the Village WW1 Memorial. These were obtained by the Parish Council
via a grant from the Armed Forces Covenant Trust, prompting considerable interest, perhaps particularly Private William Allen sitting in the
Royal George with his pint of beer – thanks Nigel.
The morning of Sunday 11 November started early for Richard
Galley and me. In Bedford School Great Hall at 6am a band of 10 pipers
and 5 drummers celebrated the early morning signing of the Armistice
100 years ago at Compiègne in Picardy, France. I have to say that the
sound of that many pipers, indoors, with the echo of the Great Hall was,
to say the least, ‘powerful’!
Then at 10:45 over 100 villagers and others (including some who
traced their ancestors to those names on the silhouettes) congregated
at the War Memorial outside St Mary’s Church for our Service of
Remembrance. The Rev. Shaun Atkins stamped his authority from the
start with a barked ‘Parade, Parade ‘Shun’ which certainly woke us all
up. The ceremony followed its usual routine, with hymns accompanied
by members of the Bedford Brass, and while the WW1 Roll of Honour
was read, 10 helpers brought the 10 silhouettes forward to rest on chairs
round the Memorial. Peter Evans from the Baptist Chapel read the
lesson, and Shaun gave a thoughtful address about our ongoing quest
for World Peace.
Everyone adjourned for refreshments
in the Church Room, and viewed the
excellent exhibition mounted by Peter Hart
and the Stevington Historic Trust. This was
followed up by a talk on the war in the Village
Hall on the 22 November (too late to hit the
copy date for this issue).
Thanks to all those involved for their
hard work up to and on the day.
There is a Photo Tour of the silhouettes
on
the
Village
Web
Site,
stevington.org.uk.
Robert Eadie
Photo courtesy of Heather Eadie
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THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody/podiatry care of the highest quality
from a specialist with 20 years of experience in both NHS and
private practice.
Graeme A Paterson, BSc, SRCh, FPodA, FCPod(S).
Podiatric Specialist.
Health Professions Council registered.
For further information, to arrange a consultation or home visit please
contact
The Harrold Medical Practice
Peaches Close,
Harrold,
Beds.
MK43 7DX
Tel: 01234 720225

Local, friendly and professional hair and beauty
at affordable prices.
Offering quality colouring, cutting and styling services, as well as beautiful
nails and pampering. All in the comfort of your own home.
Now offering Special offers every Wednesday on the below services:
Manicures £14
Pedicures £14
Eyebrow Shape and Tint £10
Blowdry £8.50
I also offer a Mobile Hair extension service (Nano
Rings, Micro Rings, Pre bonded, Easy Shrinks and
Clip ins for special occasions). We use 2 brands
Balmain and Euphoria One. If you would like to
know more then why not book a free 15-minute
consultation.
Price list of all services coming soon.

For other services and prices, or to book an
appointment, please call 07763 098730
Rhian Elizabeth

Find some time for you
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Beautiful You

COWLEY Di GIORGIO
SOLICITORS
63 HARPUR STREET
BEDFORD
MK40 2SR

Telephone: (01234) 218171

Fax: (01234) 327632

email: cowley@cowleydigiorgio.co.uk
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FOR WHOM THE BELLS TOLL
Armistice, commemorating the centenary
of the end the First World War. What an
inspirational and moving week it has been.
For me it began with watching the film
'War Horse'. A film I vowed never to see as I
cried buckets when I went to see the stage
play and the horses were puppets very
cleverly manipulated by people. Predictably
I did cry and although it was written as a
children's book it was a very moving portrayal
of the suffering of men and animals in what seemed a pointless conflict.
Television has done a wonderful coverage all week showing all the
different and imaginative ways communities have come together. The
commemorations have been beautiful and inspiring. The giant images
on the beaches round the country of iconic men made famous by this
terrible war before they were carried away by the tide.
Then our village of Stevington with the ghost like images of real
men from the village who gave their lives. They were not men they were
boys, just children, lives cut tragically short.
The service at the Stevington war memorial at St Mary's was
beautifully done. The roll call of the dead soldiers with people bringing
the image of each one to be seated round the memorial was very
moving. Then our very own piper Richard Galley, a very dignified figure
towering above the congregation, played the pipes adding to the
sadness and wonder of the day. I learned later that he also played the
pipes at 6am that morning with many pipers
round the country.
I would also like to say a big thank you to
the ladies who provided tea and biscuits in the
Church Room after the service. What a big
treat that was not only for the warming drink
after standing in the cold but it was a lovely
opportunity to catch up on the week's events.
Thank you to all those involved you got
it all so right.
Anne Westbrook
Photos courtesy of Robert Eadie
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Past Events:
Golf Day - 2 September
Thank you to everyone
who supported our first golf
day held at Bedford and
County Golf Club.
Over 30 golfers took part including 3 absolute beginners who had
an introductory lesson with PGA professional Steve Vinnecombe. We
enjoyed a great day's golf followed by live music at the Royal George
from the magnificent Snarling Beasties, a BBQ expertly cooked by Daz
and Gareth, all in all a great day which raised £350 for FOSM.
I would especially like to thank Dave Taylor, John Davies and
Tricia Lennie for helping to put such a great day together and Nigel at the
Royal George for his tremendous ongoing support of FOSM.
Wreath making workshop
Our wonderful workshop was a sell-out again, so be sure to look
out in the next few weeks for beautiful Christmas wreaths adorning the
doors of Stevington. We'll be able to let you know how much we raised
for our charity in the next magazine.
Forthcoming Events:
Christmas activities at the Church Room - 8 December 2pm to 4pm
A chance for a cup of tea, mince pie and for families to get into the
swing of Christmas by making some fun Christmas decorations in preparation for the festivities.
Carol Singing - 20 December 7pm
Bedford Brass will once again be playing Carols at the Royal
George, FOSM will be supplying the mince pies. This is a lovely event
for all the family, kindly organised by the Royal George.
Afternoon Tea at the Church Room - 6 February 2pm
An opportunity to enjoy a classic afternoon tea and hear a bit about
our exciting new project being run in partnership with Wavelength charity
(see below).
Chilli and Quiz night at the Church Room - 2 March
Time to get your thinking caps on for another great night of
entertaining questions. Invitations and details about how you can
register a team will be posted in the new year.
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Phones, Tablets and other mysterious IT issues
We are delighted to have had some tablets and a smart TV
donated by the Wavelength charity. It has become somewhat alarming
that everything you need to do seems to want you to do it online. For
anyone who is not confident about the internet it's a challenging time.
But whether we like it or not, we are in the digital age, fortunately it is
becoming increasingly easy to access the internet and access the many
benefits it can provide, and now nowhere easier than in Stevington.
With the help of Wavelength and the Mayor's Community Chest
charity we have been able to install broadband into the Church Room
where we are planning to hold some sessions to help people get to grips
with going online at no initial cost. We want sessions to be as helpful,
flexible and enjoyable as possible.
The Wi-Fi at the Church Room is ongoing and free for anyone to
use.
We will explain more about the project at our afternoon tea event
on 6 February but you can register interest by filling in a simple form in
the Church Room.
Thank you to everyone who is a 'friend' of FOSM or attends our
events, your support is really important. If you are not yet a member you
can join by visiting our web site or filling in a form at the Church Room.
You can keep up to date with our activities on our website or on our
Facebook pages 'Stevington Open Gardens' and 'Friends of St. Marys
Church Stevington'.
With very best Christmas wishes
FOSM Trustees

COURT LANE LANDSCAPES LTD.
All types of garden work undertaken
Maintenance, Renovation, Design, Lawn and
Hedge Contracts, Tree Felling, Paths, Patios &
Sheds
Call Magnus Lennie
Tel: 01234 825169 Mob: 07713 257409
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STEVINGTON FOOTBALL CLUB
Once again with the festive season
approaching we are pleased and proud to
report that both the First and Reserve terms
have started the season reasonably well
with the 2018/19 statistics to date being as
follows:
First Team - Premier Division:- Position 7th of 16, played
13, won 5, drawn 3, lost 5, scored 33 goals, conceded 30 goals, goal
difference +3 and 18 points.
Reserve Team - Division Three:- Position 12th of 16, played 12, won 4,
drawn 0, lost 8, scored 27 goals, conceded 35 goals, goal difference -8
and 12 points.
After the success of our Britannia Cup win last season we were
hoping that the First Team would push on and make a serious challenge
for the league. Unfortunately a number of our players caught the eye of
teams in higher leagues and have been enticed away by the challenge
of a higher standard of football. The downside of travelling and twice
weekly training is softened by getting paid to play for their new teams.
We wish them well with their new teams and are glad that most of them
have still signed on for the club and know they are welcome back to play
for us if they change their minds.
Not surprisingly the First Team had a slow start to the season as
the players got used to different formations and new players. Playing on
rock hard grounds players picked up a number of injuries and were
generally unlucky, losing and drawing games that they really should
have won if they had a bit more conviction and luck in front of goal.
Fortunately performances and results have started to pick up and they
go into each game with all players having a bit more confidence, finally
playing with a smile on their faces and enjoying it again.
Just before the start of the season we were unsure there was
enough interest and players to enter a Reserve team again, especially
as the 'old guard' had decided to hang their boots up (whilst they still
could do so on their own). Thankfully a number of the younger players
from last season brought along some of their friends and Steve Scott
(one of their Dads) offered to take on the manager's role.
The Third Division is a notoriously difficult league with newly
formed teams joining each year, many of which have been formed by
- 28 -

'trophy hunters' (players from teams in higher leagues), and genuine
junior and reserve teams. Hence there are often runaway league
leaders and high scoring games. Despite this the Reserves have always
had a full team each week and have got some good results amongst
their defeats, so things are looking good for the rest of the season.
We would like to take this opportunity to remember three
supporters of the club. As you know Ralph Jeffries followed the team for
many years home and away right to the end. Tommy Coker (Aaron the
First Team Manager's Dad) had supported and played in most of the
club's Boxing Day fund raising matches and passed away after a short
illness a few weeks ago. Our thoughts go out to their families and friends
with Christmas approaching.
The third person is Ian Harris who was born and brought up in the
village and played and supported the club for many years including being
main cashier at the annual Christmas Whist Drive fundraising functions.
Ian sadly passed away in Bedford hospital after a short illness in mid
November. Ian will be sadly missed by all his friends at the club and we
send our condolences to his wife Jackie and his family all of whom have
close associations with the club.
Finally a big to thank you to everyone involved with the club, be it
as player, manager, one of the 'backroom team', supporter, Nigel and the
team at the Royal George or a sponsor, for your continued support of
Stevington Football Club. We wish you all a very merry Christmas and
a happy, healthy and prosperous new year.
Shane King

STEVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
We are now emerging from the summer recess. The kick-off event
was a Hostess Supper with tables of fine dining, and possibly a couple
of glasses of wine. It was a good evening and thank you to all of our
hostesses/hosts and guests.
Firework Night was held on 5 November. Numbers were good,
and we just about broke even for the night. This is pleasing, as we aim
to put on entertainment and amusement for the village but understand
that we won't always make a profit. We certainly enjoyed the big bangs
and flashes.
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Once again on the night there were many helpers and if I try to
name them all I will offend someone by omission. But a big thank you to
all of the helpers in the bar, kitchen, lighters, parking, gate, music and
generally doing stuff.
Regrettably, the hall has been broken into again. Fortunately,
there is not a lot of damage, apart from the door to the bar (kicked in
again) and bottles of spirits and wine taken (and Steve's bottle of malt!).
We have significantly strengthened the bar door and have fitted CCTV
cameras around the outside of the hall. But we don't know how the
thieves got in - there is no sign of entry. If anyone sees anything
suspicious, take notes and call one of the committee please. Hopefully,
our preventative measures will be effective.
That’s all folks,
Roger Penney

STEVINGTON CINEMA
SCREENING DIARY
Date
3 Dec
6 Dec
13 Dec
3 Jan
22 Jan
31 Jan
7 Feb
19 Feb
7 March
2 Apr
4 Apr
17 Apr
30 Apr

Screening
Production
The Nutcracker
The Royal Ballet
Anthony and Cleopatra National Theatre
The Holiday
Mamma Mia!
The Queen of Spades The Royal Opera
I’m Not Running
National Theatre
The Children Act
Don Quixote
The Royal Ballet
Jean De Florette
La Forza Del Destino The Royal Opera
Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again
As You Like It
Royal Shakespeare Theatre
Faust
The Royal Opera

Type
Live
Live
Film
Film
Live
Live
Film
Live
Film
Live
Film
Live
Live

Please check www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk for details of
dates, screening times, tickets etc. as they may be subject to change.
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MANOR HOUSE GARDEN
We have had a remarkable sunny summer, following a remarkable
snowy and wet winter, but the garden seems to have flourished despite
the extremes. Particularly beautiful were the peonies including our new
intersectional types with great foliage and form and glorious colours.
We have enjoyed various events this year including another
successful open day for the National Garden Scheme Charities with
£1,500 gate monies going to Marie Curie Cancer Care, Macmillan
Cancer Support, Hospices UK and Carers Trust. The all important tea
monies, thanks to huge efforts by Margaret and Tony Pyner and their
team, went to support Sue Ryder at Moggerhanger - a very big thank you
to you both. Our sincere thanks also to Richard and Helen Dunster who
were so cheerful as our entrance gate 'welcomers'. Apparently this
marked our twentieth year of opening for the NGS; how the years roll by.
Other bank holiday Mondays were well attended too with tea
monies supporting the Community Shop and Church. Thanks to all
those involved in the tea making and cakes; the warm welcome which
they receive in the Church Room all helps to make these days such a
success for our visitors. We really are very grateful.
Our most unusual day was run by the Clapham branch of Canine
Partners with lots of doggie competitions to raise monies for the raising
and training of young dogs in support of the disabled. The team of
people who organised the event were so dedicated - it was very
humbling to be involved.
The autumn has been glorious; who knows what the winter will be
like, but the bulbs are all planted and the leaves nearly all gathered ready
for another gardening year in 2019.
Simon and Kathy Brown
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STEVINGTON WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
TODAY'S WOMEN WORKING FOR TOMORROWS WORLD
It was with great sadness that we learned of the
death of Alma Mayes on 25 September. Alma had lived
in the village for a very long time and had been a
member of the WI during that period. She had been a
great supporter of the WI and had in the past played darts and continued
supporting our present players. She will be greatly missed, and our sympathies go to all her family.
In September we all met up again after our summer break and
celebrated with our harvest supper. This is a popular event with delicious
food being served and it also gave our members an opportunity to catch up
on all the latest news.
Our speaker for October was unable to attend due to ill health but a
couple of quizzes and cake/nibbles were organised at the last minute.
We will again be decorating a tree for the Baptist Church tree festival
in December and so our November meeting involved us making gift boxes
for this. It was a very busy evening with members producing some very
interestingly wrapped boxes. Do try to visit the Baptist Church to view all
the trees on display.
We have attended many County events over the last three months these include the showing of 'Suffragette' at the Aspects cinema; speakers
audition day; a craft fair; jigsaw evening and the knitting and stitching show
at Alexandra Palace.
We have provided lunch for two groups of walkers in September and
October and have taken part in the village litter pick.
Our book club, darts team and local walks continue.
Can we remind you that we are still collecting spent printer cartridges
and used stamps. A container for these can be found on our noticeboard in
the Church Room - many thanks.
Dates for your Diary:
13 Dec
Bring and share party
10 Jan
Woodland Gardening - Beverley Bond
14 Feb
Improving Memory - Sallie Crawley
14 Mar
Keech Hospice Care - Sarah Phillips
We would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and Healthy
New Year and thank everyone for their support throughout the past year.
Marilyn Billett
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STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE 100 CLUB
Winners of the last three draws are as follows:
Sep 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 87
№ 83
№ 32
№ 79

Marilyn & Geoff Billett
Jane Thomas
Dicky Sear
Mick Stalley

Oct 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№9
№ 49
№ 57
№ 21

John & Gina Duffield
June Homer
Mary Murzyn
Hillary O’Dell

Nov 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 94
№ 29
№ 80
№ 67

David Gifford
Williamina Dickson
Pam & Andy Sutliff
Terry Hext

The 100 Club Lottery raises funds for Stevington Village Hall and
since its inception has raised thousands of pounds with the proceeds
being split between the Village Hall and the lucky winners in a monthly
prize-draw with a top prize of £100, making it a very attractive lottery for
YOU!
Investing £60 per year, that's only £5 per month, you have the
chance of winning one of four cash prizes, whilst helping to keep your
local village hall in good order.
The 100 Club currently has some numbers available and if you are
interested in joining please contact Hugo on 01234 824894, email
Hugovankempen0@gmail.com or fill in the form below and send to 14
West End, Stevington, MK43 7QU.
Name..........................................................Telephone:.....................................
Address...............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................
Please tick the appropriate box:
□
I enclose £60 cash.
□
I enclose a Cheque for £60 payable to Stevington Social Centre.
□
I enclose £5 cash for the 1st month. Please let me know bank details so
I can set up a standing order.
- 34 -

Kitchen Installations
Bathroom Installations
Wall and Floor tiling
Painting and decorating
Tel: 07837 941895
Email: info@dreidpropertyservices.co.uk
Facebook: D Reid Property Services
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Save your time & money

MS Tree Care

For All Household Needs!

Martyn Smith
Arboriculturist with
over 10 years
experience

Professional Affordable
Domestic Cleaning Company
Regular / One off Cleans
Spring/After Party/House Move Cleans
Friendly Efficient Trustworthy Reliable
& Local!
Fully insured

Ÿ All tree and hedge work
undertaken
Ÿ 24 hour emergency call out
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Stump grinding
Ÿ Fully insured

No contracts

References can be supplied
Call for a free no obligation home
appraisal
01234 306485 or 07821 700320
saveyourtimeandmoney@yahoo.co.uk
www.save-your-time.co.uk

01234 851235 / 07712 050068
mstreecare@btinternet.com

Alex Stubbs Flooring
Carpets, Vinyls,
& Laminates.
Supplied & Fitted.
07976 260572
01234 240954
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ST. MARY’S MATTERS
St. Mary's is a member of the Chellington Team Ministry. The Team Clergy are
the Revd. Jacqueline Curtis and the Revd.
Peter Turnbull, who live at 3, The Moor,
Carlton MK43 7JR. Tel: 01234 720961 or
email: chellingtonteam@gmail.com. If you
need them or require a pastoral visit at
home, please don't hesitate to make contact. For general enquiries
contact the Team Office in Carlton. Email teamoffice@gmail.com or tel:
01234 720262.
Autumnal colours have been amazing this year and the evenings
drawing in are a reminder of the winter months still to come so it is well
to remember that our quiet, contemplative evensong service on the third
Sunday of each month is at 5pm - all are welcome.
The time seems to race by in Stevington and plenty of events have
happened to keep St. Mary's busy.
Bike 'n Hike on Saturday 8 September was a great success for St.
Mary's and many thanks to all who contributed. We were thrilled to
receive a very generous donation from an anonymous donor who agreed
to give £750 if the same amount could be matched by St. Mary's Stevington rose to the challenge and a whopping £955 was raised on
behalf of St. Mary's and a similar amount for the Historic Churches Trust.
Many thanks not only to the participants but also those who helped in the
church throughout the day and those who contributed so generously.
See page 16 for more details.
Our Patronal Service on Sunday 9 September, dedicated to St.
Mary, was a choral evensong which must have delighted and uplifted the
carved angels in the roof as well as the congregation in the nave. The
collection of £102.40 was in aid of the Bishop's Appeal to support
farmers in Malawi.
The Harvest Supper on Friday 12 October was
another evening to remember. It was lovely to see so
many people together having a jolly time, the singing being
led by Michael Robinson, Andrew Young and Trish O’Brien
with great gusto and style. The delicious mains and puds
were cooked by our celebrated village cooks. £481.15 was raised.
Thanks to all for your support. Put the date in your diary for next year!
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Harvest celebrations were complete with our Songs of Praise on
Sunday 14 October. The church looked lovely decorated with autumnal
colours and the gourds grown by Sally and Ray Cox; the singing was
rousing and thankful for being blessed with a fruitful harvest. Many
people in the village have an allotment so it was thought appropriate to
focus on this. Janet Day read Men on Allotments by U.A. Fanthorpe and
Tricia Lennie read from the Stevington Natural History. Many thanks to
all those who donated produce so generously and to Chrissie Fitch for
taking this to Smart in Prebend Street.
Christmas with St. Mary’s
Look out for our Christmas information on
posters and the website but here are the important
dates to remember:
Family Christingle Sunday 9 December at 4pm
(make your Christingle at the FOSM Christmas
Craft afternoon on the 8 December). Please join us
for this short, candlelit service which celebrates
Advent and the coming of Christmas. It is for all the
family and is in aid of the Children's Society.
Nine Lessons and Carols Sunday 16 December at 5pm. The coming of
Christmas through readings and singing is celebrated with the beautiful
service of Nine Lessons and Carols.
Christmas Concert in the Village Hall Monday 17 December. Doors open
7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets £5 for adults £2 for anyone in full-time
education. (See page 22 for details)
Please join us for an evening of participative good cheer including
carol singing, mulled wine, mince pies, raffle and entertainments. As
always, if you would like to sing in the choir, play in the orchestra,
perform a comic sketch or anything broadly seasonal, or you would like
to help in any way, please get in touch with Tricia Lennie:
tricia.lennie21@gmail.com or Heather Eadie: heather@eadies.org.uk.
Christmas Services at St. Mary's
Ÿ
Christmas Day 25 December - 11am Morning
Eucharist.
(There may be an alternative arrangement for
this service so please read posters)
Ÿ
Sunday 30 December - 9.30am Morning
Eucharist
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Don't forget to surf the web. As people become more familiar with
our website, it will make a big difference to our communication channels.
www.stmarysstevington.org.uk. If you would like to receive information about St. Mary's and events by email, please contact Jane at
jojo2.oconnor@gmail.com.
From the Registers
Funerals:
18 October 2018
Interment:
18 October 2018
11 November 2018

Alma Mayes
Walter Sample
Pippa Middleton

Jane O’Connor & Robert Eadie, Churchwardens

STEVINGTON WRITERS' SECOND AGM
Between February 2018-2019 Stevington Writers' Group has met
monthly in the rather splendid surroundings of Malcolm and Sally's barn
where the group has continued to flourish. Highlights of the year have
been the greater trust members have developed with each other,
meaning that we can read and give encouragement and feedback on
each other's work, the establishment of a website courtesy of Bob
Collins, the visit of John Lewes for a book signing and talk about his
historical fiction and some finished short stories entered for a competition. It has been a busy and productive year! It is quite a shock that the
second AGM is due on 27 February 2019. At the time of writing it is
hoped that this will be marked by a special dinner with an invited speaker
(whose second novel is published on 26 November) but I cannot say
more until arrangements are confirmed. If you are
interested in writing or our group please contact
tricia.lennie21@gmail.com.
Tricia Lennie
Stop Press: We are delighted to announce that our
guest speaker will be Anne Atkins whose second
novel An Elegant Solution is published on 26
November. Why not read it before you hear her
speak?
www.amazon.co.uk/Elegant-Solution-AnneAtkins/dp/1910786500
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VILLAGE CHOIR
The village choir numbers around 18, though other personal
commitments mean that rarely do we get all 18 for an event. Our main
role is to sing for special church services, such as Easter, Harvest, Nine
Lessons and Carols, and of course the Village Concert this month, so we
tend to meet for about 5 weeks before each of those events to practice
one or two choir pieces. Practices are taken by me and our skilful
accompanist Andrew Young in the Church Room, and there is plenty of
time to work through and learn the notes for each part, before putting it
all together for a really good choral effect.
Several of our members would probably not call themselves
'musicians', and while some can read music easily, others struggle and
rely on singing what they hear from their neighbours.
We are always on the lookout for
new members, and if you enjoy music,
and like the idea of singing in a friendly
(and not too musically taxing) group, do
please join us, or just pop in to listen to
one of our practices before committing
yourself.
By the time you read this it will be
too late to join us for Christmas, but if you contact me at
robert@eadies.org.uk I will let you know when we start looking ahead to
Easter 2019.
Robert Eadie

STEVINGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB
Here we are again almost at the end of
another year.
These last few months have been quite
eventful for our club. Attendance during the
summer months was rather spasmodic. We did
welcome a new member, Alan Feasey, welcome
Alan. Sadly we lost Kay Thorp in October who
unfortunately died suddenly. Kay had been a member since 2008 and
will be sadly missed.
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Our membership is now 15 bowlers and there is obviously room for
more! We meet on Monday nights (from 7 to 9pm) at the village hall.
There is no need to contact us please just turn up. The first two visits are
free and thereafter it is £2 per week and £10 per annum.
By the time you read this we will have had our wine and mince pies
night (26 November) and we are hopeful of holding our annual diner on
10 December.
There will be no club nights on 3, 17, 24 and 31 December. We
expect to recommence club nights on Monday 7 January 2019.
We wish all you Spike-Islanders a Very Happy Christmas and a
Healthy (and Wealthy!) 2019.
Barbara Collins
PS We are once again decorating a tree for Christmas at the
Baptist Church. Please come along to view our tree on Friday 14
December or at the carol service on Saturday 15 December. It's a sight
to see with a tree in every window.

THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE - WHAT'S ON
Sunday Strolls (2 December, 6 January, 3 February)
A gentle Sunday walk. Meet at reception at 10.15am. Walk lasts approx.
2 hours. Cost £1 no need to book. Call 01234 767037 for details.
Become a Volunteer
If you are interested email jo.roberts@marstonvale.org or call 01234
762608.
Health Walks (Wednesdays 10.30am)
Free, no need to book. Most walks start at reception
but some eleswhere - see noticeboard or ring
01234 767037 to confirm.
Christmas Events:
For information about what's on during
the holiday period visit:
www.marstonvale.org/events.html
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BAPTIST NEWS
Some of the local farming neighbourhood attended the Harvest Festival
service when Lucy Bellafontaine from
the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution gave a talk on the support offered
by the charity to the farming community.
RABI was founded in 1860 and last year
nearly £2 million was donated to provide short and long-term support to
people in hardship. The service was followed by a fellowship tea and
£200 was collected for the charity.
In an act witnessed by friends and family, Mary Murzyn undertook
a believer’s baptism which embraces full immersion in water. Believer’s
baptism is a very special moment on the journey of faith for a Baptist as
it is a personal commitment of faith. Many people visiting the church
aren’t aware of the baptismal pool which is under the floorboards
beneath the alter table. The last time it was used for a baptism was 23
years ago. The service, led by Steve Gaunt, was followed by a
fellowship lunch.

Steve Gaunt and Mary Murzyn

Our annual Christmas Tree Festival takes place on Friday 14
December from 10am to 3pm and there is still time for your group to
enter. Christmas trees are supplied free of charge and application forms
are available by emailing office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org. We have
our Carol Service on Saturday, 15 December at 4pm which will be
followed by festive refreshments. All are welcome.
Barbara Courtney
www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
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HARROLD MEDICAL PRACTICE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTIONS
The repeat prescription collections from Harrold Medical Practice
will stop after the 9 January collection.
Unfortunately, over the past year we have lost more of our regular
users and the few that are left have family or someone in the village
who can (and often do) collect for them. Over the years it has been a
pleasure to be able to help those who needed this voluntary service, but
we now both feel that the time has come to call a halt.
Please continue to tick the items required and write a large letter
‘S’ on the front page of your form. The prescriptions will continue to be
delivered to your door immediately on collection. It is helpful if we know
of any non-regular collections being requested and if a regular
collection is not required. The last dates are:
Pat (823250)
12 December 2018

Barbara (822296)
9 January 2019
Barbara Collins and Pat Pickup

BEDFORD SAILING CLUB
Following a fabulous summer of messing about
on the water and enjoying BBQs and stunning sunsets
at our idyllic riverside location, we now prepare for
winter.
We will once again provide our popular free
taster sessions throughout the winter season. Both
our canoeing and rowing tasters are suitable for complete beginners and
more advanced paddlers of any age so why not contact us, come down
and give it a go!
For more information or to book for a free session please contact:
Sailing, canoeing or kayaking:
Dave Brear
daveabrear@aol.com
Rowing or sculling:
Hugo van Kempen
hugovankempen0@gmail.com
01234 824894
Hugo van Kempen
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MOBILE LIBRARY
The Mobile Library will be visiting The Cross at Stevington
between 13:30-13:50 on the following Wednesdays:
December
6, 20
January
2, 16, 30
February
13, 27
March
13, 27
April
10, 24
May
8,22
Come along and see Arthur, to borrow books, spoken word
items and much more!
New members are welcome, just bring some ID along, printed
with your name and address, to join the Library. Please remember,
now we have our new vehicle, you must bring your Library card every
time you visit the Mobile Library.
A wide range of items available including fiction, non-fiction, large
print, spoken word CDs.
For
further
enquiries,
please contact Kempston Library
on 01234 276453.
Finally thank you for all your
support throughout 2018. We
wish all in Stevington the very
best for the New Year and looking
forward to welcoming you on
board!
James Smiles, Library Manager

WASTE COLLECTIONS
Month

Rubbish

Recycling

Green

December
4, 18
11, ??
None
Christmas and New Year dates not available at time of publication.
January
??, 15, 29
8, 22
None
February
12, 26
5, 19
None
March
12, 26
5, 19
5, 19
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CHRISTMAS WITH A DIFFERENCE
Two years ago I spent Christmas with my son David and his wife
who were teaching at a school in Bangkok. They lived about an hours
drive from the centre of the city depending on the traffic and were renting
a house on a huge, fenced and guarded 'executive estate' of detached
houses. All the houses had very small gardens and electric gates and
the development was very attractive with lots of public open space and
tropical flowering plants and trees. David had a three bedroomed house,
each bedroom was en suite and every space in the place had separately
controlled air conditioning; it was also very reasonable to rent. Now we
come to the difference - as it was the cool season the temperature was
ONLY? in the low to mid-thirties centigrade!! Also a hot water system
appeared to be an optional extra on this estate which this house didn't
have, so it was cold showers or no showers. Apart from this it was a
beautiful house.
The other big difference was that we were in a Buddhist country.
However the Thai people seem to have a commendably accepting
attitude towards Christianity providing always that you 'show respect' to
their religion. Outside every shopping mall, every hotel and lots of the
small businesses there were Christmas trees and fairy lights although
they didn't have them outside the very many beautiful and exotic temples
which were set in large gardens; often these occurred three or so in a
row. I could understand a class of Buddhist seven year olds singing
'Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer' but I could only assume their
teachers liked the tune and didn't understand the words when they sang
'Away in a Manger'.
The shopping malls are large and spotless but different from ours
in that the shops are all open to the walkways with no apparent walls for instance when we had our hair done in a very smart salon (cold water
shampoo of course) anyone passing could walk through, and did, to see
what was going on and have a chat. I'm not sure what they did about
security but I liked the malls as they were air conditioned and if it gets
above 25C I am miserable.
Before Christmas Day David, his wife, mother in law and I had a
three day trip to the Bridge on the River Kwai and the Burma railway.
This is extremely moving. The bridge is still there but very little of it is the
original as things don't last long in that climate. At the village there is a
large tourist market at one end of the bridge and initially I didn't approve
but when you realise that for every European who died constructing the
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railway ten locals died, I thought they had every right to make some
money out of it. We went by road along the river to a particular gorge
that the prisoners had hacked down through over thirty feet of rock with
what tools they could make out of bits of wood and rock. There were lots
of little museums and every one made me want to cry but I think the
worst was knowing all this cruelty and bravery occurred in a place so
incredibly beautiful and peaceful now.
We decorated the house for Christmas as did many of David's
Buddhist neighbours (I didn't see any other Europeans on the estate)
and were joined by David's son and girlfriend. On Christmas Day David
cooked a rather scrawny turkey, from the local Tesco, on the barbeque
- no oven and anyway it would have made the house too hot - and then
we opened our gifts and played all the usual silly games. It was a very
happy Christmas, if different.
Jean Edwards

THE RED LION AT
CHRISTMAS
After my last report on the progress of the Red Lion when I wrongly
thought that the opening would be very soon I described it as the saddest
building in the village - it has now risen like a phoenix from the ashes and
is looking absolutely stunning. I have met the owners Andrew and Alex
and Theresa who will be at the helm as bar manager and landlady. I am
sure we would all like to wish them good luck in this new venture and a
big thank you for overcoming all the obstacles and bringing the centre of
Stevington alive again.
The opening date still seems to be movable event but the end of
November was the last I heard so well in time for a Christmas pint.
The centre of the village has also been transformed with the repair
and restoration of the historic Cross. This work as we all know was
carried out painstakingly and with sensitivity by Rogan and how lovely it
looks. Lets hope that it is not hit by another car.
I would like to take this opportunity, despite rumours to the
contrary, that there were no traces of yellow paint in the wreckage!
Anne Westbrook
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Stevington Baptist Church
Here to serve, support and
encourage our community:
seeking to bring fun and
joy to church life
Sundays 10.45 – Morning Worship
Mondays – Sewing Group
Every Monday during term time from 2pm to 4pm.
Tea, coffee, crafts and sewing.
Tuesdays – Special Events
Afternoon tea - 8 January at 3pm
Soup and Pancakes - 5 March at 1pm.
Come along and make new friends.

www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

Tree Festival
Friday 14
December
10am-3pm
Carol Service
Saturday 15
December 4pm

Baptist Church Hall
MK43 7QU
An ideal venue for quiet retreats,
meetings, or family parties.
£25 a day, or hourly rates.
For details, call Carol Wareing: 825661

- 47 -

- 48 -

HOMELESSNESS IN BEDFORD
SMART! PREBEND STREET DAY
CENTRE
Thank you to everyone who
has helped to support this local charity helping the homeless in Bedford.
After a long hot summer we are now into the season when we can
be surprised by frosty and sometimes bitter nights. The onset of cold
weather creates huge difficulties for rough-sleepers and it is difficult to
imagine as we snuggle down into our beds just what it may feel like to
have no roof over our head and no protection from the winter weather.
With the increase of homelessness and the problems surrounding
it there has recently been some welcome funding to help with outreach
and to address the immediate needs of service users. Like all funding
though it is for a period.
For some years now Stevingtonians have generously supported
the Prebend Street Day Centre. 'Smart' is continuing the work formerly
done by BECHAR. Information about the work of the organisation and
the various ways in which one can help from volunteering to donating
money, clothing or food can be found on the website:
www.smartcjs.org.uk.
The collection box for items of suitable clothing and food can once
again be found close to the door in the Church Room. The Day Centre
always has need of the following:
Ÿ
Men's and women’s warm clothing e.g. hoodies, layers, socks,
underwear and sleeping bags. Bedding cannot be taken at
Prebend Street but if you are up-dating your bedding or have
blankets to spare I will happily take them to the night shelter.
Ÿ
Food - canned meat and vegetables, pasta and pasta sauces, pot
noodles, soups. Tea, coffee, biscuits.
Ÿ
Toiletries - men's and women's.
Should you be in any doubt as to whether clothes you want to
'throw' are suitable, please know that clothing which cannot be used can
also be redeemed for cash so will not be wasted!
If you have items to donate but are unable to transport them to the
Church Room yourself please give me a call and I will collect them from
you.
Chrissie Fitch Tel: 822945
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NEED EXTRA SUPPORT
DURING A POWER CUT?
WE CAN HELP, OUR SERVICES
ARE FREE TO CUSTOMERS WHO
NEED IT.

Our free Priority Services Register enables us to identify and help
older and disabled customers, those whose medical equipment requires
electricity, families with young children and many others.
In the last two years we have more than doubled the number of
customers on our Priority Services Register, but we know there will still
be customers who are entitled to free help who are yet to register.
To register call 0800 169 9970 or complete the online form:
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/priority.
Who can receive extra support?
Ÿ
If you rely on electrically operated medical equipment
Ÿ
If you have refrigerated medicines
Ÿ
If you have a serious or chronic illness
Ÿ
If you have a disability
Ÿ
If you or someone you care for is living with dementia
Ÿ
If you are of pensionable age
Ÿ
If you have children under five in your household
Ÿ
If you need extra support for a short time period (e.g. If you are
recovering from medical treatment)
What help should I expect to get during a power cut?
Ÿ
A priority number that you can call 24 hours a day
Ÿ
A dedicated team who will contact you to keep you updated during
a power cut
Ÿ
We can put you in touch with an expert who can offer you advice
on energy bills and energy saving tips if this is important to you
Ÿ
Tailored support if needed such as home visits, hot meals, advice
and keeping your friends and relatives updated
Ÿ
In certain scenarios we may also offer a free hotel overnight and
transport to the hotel
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THE OUSE VALLEY WAY
153 MILES + 9 DAYS = £1,350+ FOR YOUNG MINDS UK
'The Ouse distils a sense of deep tranquillity - for never was there
a less urgent river: It cares nothing whether it gets there or not.' Arthur
Mee, writer, 1875 - 1943.
Firstly, a huge thank you to all my supporters, both those who
sponsored me and those family and friends (at home and abroad) whose
support kept me going. It was all worth it in the end.
Initially I, in common I think with most of my relatives and friends,
really doubted whether I could really walk for nine days continuously
averaging about 17 miles a day.
Planning started months ago, helped enormously by the enthusiasm
and
detailed
records
kept
by
David
Cotton,
www.britishwalks.org, an experienced walker, whom I happened to
meet outside the Community Shop one day. I took him inside to buy
batteries, and we got chatting. He has walked the Ouse Valley Way in
sections, and recorded detailed mileages for each section, so I was able
to come up with some sort of plan, starting in Syresham west of
Buckingham and ending up in Kings Lynn nine days later.
The first four days through Buckingham, Wolverton, Newton
Blossomville, the North Bedfordshire villages, and Bedford to Roxton
were all within public bus services back home, so I was able to return for
a good meal and my own bed. After that, St Neots, Godmanchester, Ely,
Downham Market to Kings Lynn I stayed in B&B but didn't want to risk
booking too far ahead - if I didn't make my B&B I couldn't just jump on a
bus as the river is sometimes miles from the nearest road.
I started in lovely weather on Monday 17
September, and quickly discovered that the
Ouse Valley Way does not follow the river but
more loosely the Ouse Valley, and there were
some gentle hills to climb and descend. Of
course it has to follow footpaths.
The
countryside
looked
almost
Cotswold-like west of Buckingham, with rolling
meadows, and mostly sheep and cattle rather
than arable. That's a slight problem, as I have
a cautious approach to cattle, having heard
too many stories of friends and relatives being
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chased or even trampled. They also have an inconvenient habit however big their field is, they seem to want to deposit their pats in the
middle of the footpath! There were places though where I had to brave
it, as the cattle were on both sides of the path and there was no way
round. On the whole the ones I met were docile!
I was surprised how rural some of Milton Keynes is, partly because
they actually planned rural walks as part of the city. Well done them.
Some of the walk followed the Ouse, and at times the Grand Union canal.
I think the best part for me was approaching Turvey, seeing the
Three Fyshes (wishing that they still brewed their own beer) and getting
into home territory. This bit of the walk passes through more picturesque
villages than anywhere else.
At Ely, I had to deviate and walk to the Cathedral, which I saw from
miles away - it's not called the Isle of Ely for nothing. Cattle (again)
almost up to the Cathedral walls - very rural, and different from other
cathedrals which on the whole are so built up. Also a wonderful internal
architecture. A highlight of the day's wet walk, one of my only two wet
days.
After that, the walk got
somewhat boring, as I was
walking on built up high
banks with the river below,
but the land even lower on
the other side. It did make
me realise that 'draining the
fens' still means exactly that
- they are still many feet below water level.
I met very few people apart from dog walkers near to towns and
villages, so the sense of peace and quiet was wonderful (though there
are very few places you can't hear a main road). And I was treated to a
wonderful air display near Duxford - a Lancaster, a few Spitfires (they
had 18 in the air that day) and then the Red Arrows flying home.
It's a bit like mowing the lawn or wallpapering a room - a wonderful
sense of achievement when you finish!
If you'd like to see a brief selection of my photos, here is a brief
Photo Tour of my walk: https://arcg.is/G00PS0.
Robert Eadie
- 53 -

THAT WAS THE NEWS THAT WAS
Huntingdon, Bedford and Peterborough Gazette - 03/10/1835 - At
Stevington feast, last week, two men having quarrelled, from words
proceeded to blows, when one of them unfortunately from a fall had his
leg broken. - And on Saturday last, as a keeper of Lord St. Johns, at
Melchbourne, was boiling dogs' meat, the powder in a gun flask which
he had in his possession at the time exploded, and his hand was
dreadfully lacerated. Both men were taken to the Bedford Infirmary, and
amputation was deemed necessary in each case.
The Cambridge Independent Press - 20/10/1855 - Danger of Meddling
with Wild Beasts - At Mr. Edmonds' show, James Odell, of Stevington,
whilst attempting to stroke the foot of a tiger, the animal struck him with
its paw and lacerated his arm severely. The man is now in the Infirmary,
going on favourably. Mr. Smith, of Silver Street, broker, gave a monkey
a piece of gingerbread, when another monkey making signs for a similar
favour, Mr. Smith imprudently played him a trick, by offering it a piece of
paper, upon which the animal seized Mr. Smith's arm, and tore it a
considerable length, from the effects of which Mr. Smith continues to
suffer.
The Luton Times And Dunstable Herald - 13/05/1871 - Fatal Accident
- On Thursday, the 4th instant Dr. Prior, Bedford borough coroner, held
an inquest at the Bedford General Infirmary, on view of the body of
William Stock, aged 40, a labourer belonging to Stevington, employed on
the above line of railway, who while at work two days previously received
such injuries as resulted in his death. It appears from the evidence that
the deceased, while attending to some earth wagons on the line slipped
and fell and one of the wagons passed over his body. The result of a
post mortem examination showed that the injuries inflicted were sufficient to cause death. The jury accordingly returned a verdict of
'Accidental death.' The above is stated to be the seventh fatal accident
that has occurred on this line, attributable in a great measure to the
carelessness of the men themselves.
The Northampton Mercury - 09/01/1886 - County Quarter Sessions Agnes Loake (42), servant was indicted for stealing a £5 note, the
property of Charles Turney, farmer of Stevington. Prisoner had been for
14 years in the employ of the prosecutor as housekeeper. He admitted
in cross-examination, that he had lived with her on terms which could not
be justified unless sanctioned by marriage. He discharged her in
October last, and she had since been living at Wollaston. The jury
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returned a verdict of not guilty, and the decision was received in court
with loud applause.
The Northampton Mercury - 19/03/1887 - Turvey - Sad Accident - On
Monday a very sad accident happened to a man named Samuel
Johnson, of Stevington, about 70 years old, in the employ of Mr. W. F.
Higgins of Turvey House. He was carting soot from Turvey Station to the
Tythe Farm, and as he was coming down the station hill with two horses
they started to run and soon got beyond his power to stop them. At the
bottom of the hill a large stone is placed to keep traps from turning too
sharply round the corner, and the unfortunate man falling over this stone,
the cart wheel went over him. Dr. Cock, of Turvey was sent for, and
found that Johnson had broken his thigh, injured his leg, and smashed
two of his fingers, and put out his collar-bone. He was taken to Bedford
Infirmary.
The Bedfordshire Mercury - 14/07/1899 - A Mysterious Disappearance
- Information of the mysterious disappearance of a servant girl, employed
in Mill street, has just come to hand. Her name is Emily Bowyer, and she
is a native of Stevington. On Monday, July 3, the girl was sent to pay
three bills, and from all accounts she paid two and was seen to be going
over the High-street Bridge to pay the third to a tradesman in St. John's
street. She, however, never reached the place, and has not been seen
since. The description of the girl is given as follows:- Aged 15, but looks
18 and tall for her age. She was dressed in a black stiff dress, white silk
front, a green cape with white flowers worked in front, a white sailor hat
and white gloves. It is stated that she had been keeping company with
a Russian Jew living at Spitalfields, but as far as can be ascertained by
the police she had not heard from him for about six weeks. Communication has been entered into with the London Police.
Bedfordshire Times & Standard - 23/11/1951 - Stevington Man's
Driving Offence - For driving his van without due care and attention at
Bromham, Edward Albert Brooks, nurseryman, of Cross Close,
Stevington, was fined £10 and had his licence endorsed at Bedford
Divisional Magistrates' Court yesterday. He pleaded not guilty. Brooks
was in collision with a car driven by Mr. J. C. E. Robinson.
All the above articles found (and copied verbatim) using the
resource of the British Newspaper Archive. Copyright owner: © 2018
Findmypast Newspaper Archive Limited - Proudly presented by
Findmypast in partnership with the British Library.
Mark Jackson
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CAN YOU HELP THOSE MOST IN NEED IN THE
COMMUNITY THIS WINTER?
Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation (BLCF) are an
independent registered charity, providing support to local community
groups and charities, many of whom are working with some of the
county's most vulnerable and in need.
They have just launched their Surviving Winter appeal to support
those who may struggle with food or fuel poverty during the winter
months. It is estimated that over 41,700 households in Bedfordshire live
in poverty - with many people not able to afford to heat their homes or
having to make a choice between eating or heating.
BLCF are partnering with local grassroot organisations who work
with those most vulnerable in the community. They are working with
local Foodbanks, The Need Project, FACES & Age Concern to provide
essential items like food parcels, winter kits, or even helping towards
paying fuel costs for those most in need.
The appeal is running between November through to January
2019 and aims to raise £20,000 to support individuals and families
across the county during the
winter months.
If you are a local
business or individual that
would like to support this
appeal please get in touch
on 01234 834930. Alternatively, you can donate by
text to: 'BLCF10' followed by
the amount (£5 or £10) to
70070 or visit our website
link: www.blcf.org.uk/giving/donate/winter/
Thank you
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THE RED LION IN WINTER PART TWO
The village play called The Red Lion in Winter - shown in January
2017 - ended on a sad note. This story ends rather differently. All
persons portrayed in it are fictitious and any resemblance to persons
living or dead is coincidental.
The Story So Far
In 1832, the people of Stevington barricaded the Cross in protest
against the owner, Harry Flashman, who wanted to build inferior housing
on the Red Lion site. The protesters included Ollie and her parents:
Nancy and Bill and Fagin together with his gang who had previously
been persuaded by Ollie to stop squatting in the pub and instead buy it
on behalf of the village. After Harry evicted them from the pub, the gang
took up scrap metal recycling and could be seen in Stevington every six
months following the dust carts. Harry spent the next six years thinking
of ways to implement his dastardly plans. He proposed that he and his
friend, Jerry, would build slums for his workers on the site and then
demolish a pub in Pavenham simply because the publican celebrated
Christmas in early June. In its place he would build a Textile Mill
powered by the fast flowing waters of the River Ouse. Harry loved the
idea of his workers making the long trek to Pavenham on foot meaning
they would not have the energy to complain about their unhealthy living
and working conditions.
1838-1840
Fortunately the wind was in the west. Ollie taught in the local
school and her boyfriend Jack desperately wanted to become the chef
at the Red Lion. Where else would they have their nuptials? So Ollie
told Harry about her friend, John Jarndyce, who wished to buy the Red
Lion and turn it into a far from bleak pub. 'Who the Dickens is he?' asked
the village people. Harry was delighted because he wanted to sell the
pub to John at a high price, then guide him into some risky business
ventures and when John was on the verge of bankruptcy he would buy
the pub back at a low price. However, Ollie caught wind of this scheme
and called upon Bill Sykes to challenge Harry to a fencing duel. It didn't
last long: Bill had learnt a lot since taking up metal work and Harry was
foiled time and time again. He begged for mercy and said that he would
sell the pub to John for a fair price and would leave the village immediately. Not a tear was shed as he departed.
John wanted to turn the Lion into a village asset but found out from
Little Dorrit that he would have to work with the Office of Circumlocution
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which was adept at using too many words to find the best way of doing
nothing. Officer Bernard was sent to inspect the hole which John had
made for his footings. Lifting his bowler and scratching his head, he said:
Don't dig there, dig it elsewhere, the shape of it's wrong, it's much too
long and you can't put a hole where a hole don't belong.' Then Monty,
another officer, asked John: 'Do you want a 5 or 10 minute argument
about your trees?' Finally, a strange man called Smallweed shouted:
'Rubbish' whilst tearing up all of John's paper work and swearing at a
feline beast which was perched on his shoulder. This was like water off
a duck's back to John who thought that all problems could be solved if
his builders were happy. They liked to listen to music while they worked
so he hired a string quartet to play the works of Beethoven to them. He
also insisted that they must drink beer - not water - morning, noon and
night to keep healthy during the cholera outbreak which afflicted the
South East in the 1830's.
John had a new toilet built which was decorated lavishly and
incorporated Joseph Bramah's first practical water closet. He told
everyone about his dream that one day Thomas Crapper would invent
the finest ever water closet but they all thought he was talking cr..! Then
John interviewed Jack for the post of chef at the Red Lion: 'What meals
do you like to prepare?' asked John. 'I like to cook venison but it's a little
deer/dear! I have also prepared pheasants for the table.' replied Jack.
'Yes, I can see you are a pheasant plucker and are game for anything!
As you have the same addiction to puns as me, you can become our
chef. Not only that, you can have the whole day off for your wedding and
can both sleep in one of our two bridal suites. The wedding feast will be
served up on the table outside which is supported by the Four Horses of
the Apocalypse.'
John Jarndyce was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely
more, Ollie and Jack became his wards, the pub put on a splendid
wedding for them both, the village people
sang 'Always look on the bright side of life'
and 'YMCA' and in 1840 the Red Lion
opened for business 8 years after it had
closed down.
But whatever happened to the hole in
the ground?…….. It's not there now - the
ground's all flat and beneath it is the bloke
in the bowler hat!
Dave Fitch
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Browns of Stagsden...
A proper farm shop on a proper
working, family run farm…

YOUR LOCAL FARM
SHOP FOR 2018
¨Home reared and local meat & poultry
¨Local vegetables
¨Deli counter
¨Home made pies
¨Tea room
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday -Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm
Manor Farm | High Street | Stagsden | MK43 8SQ

Phone: 01234 822330
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk
BrownsofStagsden
@browns _ stagsden
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HARROLD ODELL COUNTRY PARK NEWS
All of a sudden, the extended spell of warm,
dry weather is giving way to frosts and falling leaves. The leaf blower
has been in regular use, taking off the worst of the leaf fall from the paths
around the café.
Rainfall levels have got quite a way to go to catch up on normal
autumnal amounts. We are still effectively in drought conditions. The
lake levels are very low and so is the river. All through the summer we
had to pour buckets of water round the roots of all the young trees in the
park which was quite a chore. It was worth it though. 99% of them
survived. I have to say a big thank you to the volunteers from the Friends
Group for doing the bulk of this work.
The first of the winter migrants have arrived. I saw my first
Fieldfare on 26 October. The first Wigeon arrived on the lake on the
nineteenth. As I write this at the beginning of November, we are awaiting
the first Redwings and Teal. The sightings board outside the café will be
updated as things happen. Re the latter - the Friends are going to buy a
new dry-wipe board shortly to replace the blackboard, as people keep
rubbing out the entries written in white chalk.
With the onset of winter, we have started on the heavy work
around the park in the form of coppicing, ditch clearance, thinning willow
and felling diseased trees. There are two maples along the north shore
of Grebe Lake that are infected with Phytopthera fungus, and a Horse
Chestnut with weeping canker in the same area. Lastly, we have two
large Poplars near the Grebe Lake bridge that are infested with Hornet
Clearwing Moths. The
tell-tale signs of their
presence can be found
at the base of the main
trunk. Look closely and
you will see a series of
holes bored through the
bark near to ground
level.
They resemble
giant woodworm holes.
This is where the moth
Coppicing & Ditch Clearance
Photo courtesy of HOCP
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larvae have chewed their way out after feasting on the wood. Moisture
from the ground and fungus invades the inner wood via the holes and
causes the tree to rot from the inside out. They become potentially
dangerous when hit by gale-force winds, snapping out and blowing over
without warning. As these trees are close to heavily used paths, they will
have to come down. Two trees closest to the bridge were felled five
years ago. This summer, we discovered that we had rare Stag Beetles
living in the stumps left behind. Nature wastes nothing. We hope we
don't get too many storms this winter. Each one does a bit more damage
to anything weak.
The Friends Group will be buying native tree species like cherry
and hazel to replace what we will have to take down. The money for this
will come from your car park donations for which we are really grateful.
You can be sure that every penny you donate is ploughed back into the
running of the park.
The cattle that have been busily grazing the river meadow since
the end of April will be going back to the farm by the end of November.
By then, most of the grass will have gone and the weather is set to
deteriorate. If they are left on too long they will start cutting up the
ground and turning it to mud as well as lose condition through lack of
grazing. A new herd will go on next April if all goes well. We will take
down the grazing signs when all the animals are off-site.
Over the next couple of months, we will be starting the next stretch
of hedge laying. Whenever we coppice the willows, anything suitable to
use for stakes and binders is set aside. We recently used some of these
materials to construct a woven fence along the bridleway where a drain
goes under the path and out into the ditch at the edge of the nature
reserve. When the lake level is high enough, water overflows through
the drain, into the ditch and floods out into the trees. When this is full
there can be as much as 6 feet of water. The fence is designed to keep
people safe from this sump. We used materials cut from the immediate
area. Next year, nature will recolonise the bare ground as it has in the
plot we cleared last year by the tin shed.
We always welcome questions on any aspect of park
management. The habitats are very closely monitored and all work is
prescribed by a 5 year management plan. No two areas of the park are
quite the same - a legacy of its industrial past when it was being quarried
for gravel. We are home to some rare species that require specific
conditions to thrive.
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Dates for your Diary
Health Walks (December 13(registered walkers only) & 27, January 10 & 24)
Walking 4 Health is a national scheme which aims to promote health and
wellbeing together with opportunities to socialise. At Harrold, they occur
on a Thursday morning every 2 weeks all year round. We meet outside
the woodland entrance to the Dragonfly Café at 10.30am then walk for
an hour. The first time you come there is a form to complete for
insurance purposes. Thereafter, there is just a simple register so that
the number of participants can be recorded to gauge success. For more
information contact Janet Munro tel. 07585 908821 or email
janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk.
Friends Group Task Days (December 31, January 28)
Once a month usually on the last Monday of the month (a week earlier if
it's a Bank Holiday) we run a volunteer task, working in various ways to
enhance the park's habitats. You come with sturdy footwear, clothing
appropriate to the weather conditions and a packed lunch. We provide
tools, work gloves and refreshments. For more information email
Richard Dowsett on Richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk or call 07792
721866.
Wassail Friday January 18 2019 at 6pm. (Meet in the overflow car park.)
Wassailing is an ancient tradition that blesses the apple trees to ensure
a good harvest during the following autumn. Participants come armed
with instruments that make a noise – it could be something as simple as
a saucepan and wooden spoon to bang together. The object of the
exercise is to scare away the evil spirits. We set up a procession route
from the overflow car park to the Wassail tree near the bird hide which
we light with fairy lights.
The ceremony is then performed with the singing of the Wassail
song, the anointing of the tree with cider by the Wassail king and queen
and the hanging of the toast in the branches of the tree.
This is to make an offering to the fairies to ensure their cooperation
through the coming season. We then retire to the bird hide for apple
themed nibbles, apple juice and mulled cider. Booking is essential
there are 50 places only.
This is a free event but donations to the Friends of Harrold Odell
are welcome as this is organised by them. To book call Janet Munro on
07585 908821 or email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk.
Janet Munro - Country Park Guardian
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