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VILLAGE DIARY
September
6 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Julie. Village Hall
7&8 Stevington Guitar Concert. Village Hall.
8 Bedford Sailing Club Open Day & BBQ. (see page 36)
9 Stevington Windmill Open Day. 10am - 4pm
9 Patronal Service. St. Mary's. 5pm (see page 26)
11 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
13 Cinema Club. Film. Finding Your Feet. Village Hall
13 WI Harvest Supper. Church Room 7.30pm
15 Golf Day & BBQ. The Royal George. (see page 17)
23 Harvest Festival. Baptist Church. 2.30pm. (see page 31)
27 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. King Lear. Village Hall

October
4 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. The Winters Tale. Village Hall
9 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. The Importance of Being
Earnest. Village Hall
11 WI Singing for Fun and Confidence. Church Room 7.30pm
12 Harvest Supper. Church Room
14 Harvest Songs of Praise. St. Mary's. 5pm (see page 26)
15 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Mayerling. Village Hall
18 Cinema Club. Film. 3 Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri. Village Hall
20 Litter Pick. Meet Village Hall. 10am-12pm
20 Host/Hostess Supper. Village Hall. (see page 33)
28 Cinema Club. Live Opera Broadcast. Die Walkure. Village Hall

November
1 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Allelujah! Village Hall
5 Bonfire Night. Village Hall.
8 WI Craft Evening. Church Room 7.30pm
10 - 21 Stevington Servicemen in the Great War Exhibition. Church Room
13 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
13 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. La Bayadere. Village Hall
18 Magazine Copy Date and Christmas Greetings Deadline (Sunday)
20 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Madness of George III. Village Hall
22 Stevington Servicemen in the Great War Talk. Village Hall. 7.00 for 7.30pm

December
1 FOSM Wreath Making Workshop. Church Room. 2.00-4.30pm.
3 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. The Nutcracker. Village Hall
6 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Anthony & Cleopatra. Village Hall
8 FOSM Christmas Tea Party and Activities. Church Room
16 Nine Lessons & Carols. St. Mary's
17 Christmas Concert. Village Hall. 7.00 for 7.30pm. (see page 27)
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September 2018

No. 186
HELLO STEVINGTON!

As this is the September issue the centre page pull out is the
updated Village Directory. Please put this by your phone and keep it
when you put the magazine in the orange recycling bin.
It's also time to include a tear-out form for your Christmas
Greetings which will appear in the December issue. The number of
greetings has increased each year since it started in 1995 and we intend
to have a pull out on coloured paper again this year so you can put it on
your mantelpiece with all your other Christmas cards. This year's charity
is Magpas Air Ambulance - we are helping them to raise money to buy a
new helicopter. See page 15 for further information.
The wonderful hot summer has been a challenge here in
Stevington especially for the dedicated gardeners who had committed to
open their gardens on 1 July in support of Friends of St Mary's however
it was a very successful day and the gardens looked wonderful (see
page 23). The lack of rain is also affecting the football club as the start
of the season may have to be delayed because of ground conditions
(see page 20).
Make sure not to miss the Stevington Bonfire Night and Fireworks
on Monday 5 November. It was a great display last year.
The Cinema Club has lots of events at the Village Hall in the
autumn months - films, live broadcasts of theatre, opera and ballet. It's
a great facility for the village. If you haven't tried it yet why not give it a
go? It's a great opportunity to see something that you wouldn't have
even considered attending in London with the travel and costs involved.
Further details of the programme and how to buy your tickets are on
page 35.
Heather and Keith

NEXT MAGAZINE
The next edition of the Stevington Magazine should be delivered
sometime around 1-2 December 2018. The last day for receipt of copy
for that Magazine is Sunday 18 November 2018. Articles should reach
Heather and Keith Parkinson (Old Paddock, Church Road, Tel. 826677,
email stevington.magazine@googlemail.com) on that day, although
we will be delighted to receive copy at any time before then.
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ROAD RACE KITCHEN HELPERS
Please accept my apologies for the long delay unfortunately the copy date for the June Magazine was
race day.
Many thanks to Jean Lockwood and Anna Hart
for their help in the kitchen - it was hectic, but we coped.
Thanks also to the ladies who donated cakes etc. - Helen Dunster,
Mary Murzyn, Rosemary Stanbridge, Anna Hart and Denise Russell.
Also, to Sallie and Ray Cox for their barbecue. If I've missed anybody
please forgive me - it's a long time from May to August!
Once again thank you all, we took good money towards hall
expenses. The largest turnout for some years - both runners and
spectators.
Barbara Collins
‘FREE FROM' FOODS GROUP
It has recently come to my attention that an increasing number of
us, for optimal health reasons, need to change our diets to exclude
'modern' foods such as gluten, processed foods and other foods. It can
be a struggle to find alternatives which are tasty and fulfil our needs.
There are recipes and ways of adapting them which can help in the
transition to a new way of eating and feeling satisfied.
If anyone could be interested in participating in an occasional
informal group to discuss food, sources, meal plans and recipes, please
get in contact with Susan Young at info@susanyoungdesign.co.uk or by
phone or text on 07787 158288.
The first meeting could be this September.
Susan Young

Photographs as credited. Cover drawing by Anne Stileman
Opinions expressed in the Stevington Magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the Editor. Some features may be kept for future issues.
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WALT/ WALLY (SAMPLE) - A MESSAGE FROM HIS FAMILY
Sandra, Lisa, David, John and family would like to express their
heartfelt thanks to all of the Stevington people who have been such a
huge source of support to us at this difficult time. We are all aware that
there was a great deal of work done behind the scenes to ensure that
Walt's funeral ran as smoothly as it did. We would like to thank you all.
We have only lived in Stevington for four years, you have all made
us feel so welcome and we feel very much at home, as did Walt.
Thank you all.
Lisa Harrington
IN REMEMBRANCE OF RALPH JEFFRIES
Ralph was born on 2 June 1928 to George and Annie. He lived on
Silver Street all his life, starting life at No. 25 with his father, mother and
brother (Stan). He attended the village school and knew everyone in the
village. Ralph later married Dorothy Roberts of Hardmead Astwood,
after attending a dance one Sunday evening at Astwood Village Hall
(truth be known he went with one girl and left with Dorothy). They had
two children Brenda and Stephen and moved to White Gables (which he
built himself). Ralph enjoyed his small holdings raising cattle, keeping
chickens and making hay; he also had a very large vegetable patch that
would keep the family supplied all year round with fresh produce. Ralph
would often reminisce and tell amusing anecdotes about Stevington life
and of the Stevington folk long gone!
Ralph lost Dorothy on 2 April 2015 after an illness but had good
friends around him. Ralph passed away on 23 May 2018 a week before
what would have been his 90th birthday;
his cremation took place on 29 June
2018 and it was well attended with the
wake at The Royal George afterwards a local watering hole for Ralph.
A huge thank you to Ralph's
friends who kept him company in the
village and whilst he was hospital. We
miss him dearly.
Carol Jackson
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NEED EXTRA SUPPORT
DURING A POWER CUT?
WE CAN HELP, OUR SERVICES
ARE FREE TO CUSTOMERS WHO
NEED IT.

Our free Priority Services Register enables us to identify and help
older and disabled customers, those whose medical equipment requires
electricity, families with young children and many others.
In the last two years we have more than doubled the number of
customers on our Priority Services Register, but we know there will still
be customers who are entitled to free help who are yet to register.
To register call 0800 169 9970 or complete the online form:
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/priority.
Who can receive extra support?
Ÿ
If you rely on electrically operated medical equipment
Ÿ
If you have refrigerated medicines
Ÿ
If you have a serious or chronic illness
Ÿ
If you have a disability
Ÿ
If you or someone you care for is living with dementia
Ÿ
If you are of pensionable age
Ÿ
If you have children under five in your household
Ÿ
If you need extra support for a short time period (e.g. If you are
recovering from medical treatment)
What help should I expect to get during a power cut?
Ÿ
A priority number that you can call 24 hours a day
Ÿ
A dedicated team who will contact you to keep you updated during
a power cut
Ÿ
We can put you in touch with an expert who can offer you advice
on energy bills and energy saving tips if this is important to you
Ÿ
Tailored support if needed such as home visits, hot meals, advice
and keeping your friends and relatives updated
Ÿ
In certain scenarios we may also offer a free hotel overnight and
transport to the hotel
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THE ANNUAL HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST BIKE ' N HIKE
SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2018
By the time you read this in the Village Magazine (I am writing on
17 August) this will be old news, but there will still be time for you cyclists
and walkers to pick up an information pack from me, chat up some
friends and join in on the day.
Over the last three years the money raised on behalf of St Mary's
has risen from £130 (2015) to £575 (2016 Bronze Award) to £1,365
(2017 Silver Award, and the highest of any church in the Deanery). I
have been worrying how we could possibly even match last year's figure,
(as some of the Flying Buttresses will not be able to walk this year), let
alone increase it.
But yesterday, like a bolt from heaven, I received a letter from an
anonymous donor who has personally raised £750 for unspecified charitable giving, and is prepared to match, pound for pound, sponsorship
raised by those taking part in the event up to £750. The grand total in
this case, would be £1,500, of which £750 would be returned to the
church. This would set a new standard for fundraising by Stevington
hikers and bikers.
The challenge is simple - if we raise £750, this becomes £1,500,
£750 for the Trust and all of our donated income (£750) comes back to
St Mary's. However, if we only raise £400, then our donor would only
contribute the same sum, £400, and the unused sum of £350 would
be donated to another charity.
What a challenge for St Mary's, and what a shame that would be!
Someone has to collect sponsorship money of £750, but who? Lo! Out
of the blue Jane O'Connor tells me later in the day that she would be
walking this year, and with only a moment's hesitation she agrees to be
that person! After all, it's only just over £1 per person in the village!
So, if you can actively take part, please contact me. If not, please
give generously to collectors using Trust donation sheets, even
after the event has closed!
Bob Hart, Area member, BHHCT
Tel 01234 823769
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Mason’s Walling
All kinds of dry
stone and
mortared
stone walling
work, from
repairs to new
build, from field walls to garden
features.
DSWA professional
member, fully insured.
Visit masonswalling.co.uk, call Tim
on 07852 230745 or email
masonswalling@hotmail.co.uk
… for beautiful walls that last

Luxury guest accommodation for you or your guests.
Homemade cake on arrival.
All rooms ensuite, bathrobes, homemade biscuits on hospitality tray.
Flat screen TV's, own guest lounge.
Top quality breakfast served with eggs from our own chickens.
Doubles, twins, and a family room available.
Please ring Joanne for room rates
01234 823454
email: gardenrooms10@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk
10 Bedford Road, Stagsden
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to encourage flexibility, good breathing
practice and a sense of wellness
www.francesnewmanyoga.co.uk
email: francesnewmanyoga@gmail.com

07815 643 366
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A LARGE BAG COSTS £35

STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councillors:
Paul O’Flynn (Chair)
Pete Fisher (Vice Chair)
Sarah Bush
Andrew Lockwood
Graham Read
Sam Stapleton
Jane Thomas
Clerk to the Parish Council: Tricia Lennie
The last few months have been a very busy time for the Parish
Council with a focus on the final work needed to be done prior to
submission of the Neighbourhood Plan to the Borough Council. In
addition we have been planning for the repair work on the Cross. After
extensive discussions with Historic England and Bedford Highways
repairs to the Cross will begin at the end of August. There will be traffic
management in place in order to protect the work which should last a
couple of weeks. The Parish Council has also set up a new working
group with a clear purpose of investigating the feasibility of building a
new village hall in the future. The working group terms of reference have
been agreed by the Parish Council and the group is to be chaired by
Pete Fisher (vice chair of the Parish Council) with Jane Thomas (Parish
Councillor) acting as secretary.
Stevington Neighbourhood Plan
The working group has completed the wording for the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan and this has been shared informally with
the village via the dedicated website, www.stevington.com, as well as
a printed copy being made available to view in the Community Shop
during business hours. We have received some really constructive
feedback so far and would welcome any further comments, thank you to
those of you who have taken the time to do so already. The Plan is now
undergoing a detailed redesign to transform it in readiness for the formal
publication stage.
In the meantime we have also submitted the Plan to Bedford
Borough Council with a request for them to perform the screening
required for the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), as well as
organising the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) which is recent
new European legislation that we also need to conform to prior to
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publication. We are hoping to have both tasks completed before the end
of September, after which the Parish Council should be in a position to
trigger Regulation 14 which is the start of the public consultation phase.
Please look out for further details of this nearer the time!
Windmill
The renovations to the windmill are ongoing and are progressing
well. Once the repairs to the bridgetree and quarter bars are completed
the stone neck bearing will be reassembled before it is test run, the work
is anticipated to be completed by the end of August. The windmill will be
open to the public on Sunday 9 September from 10am to 4pm as part
of the Heritage Open Days programme, more details can be found on
www.heritageopendays.org.uk or http://tinyurl.com/hod18bbc.
Traffic Management
Over the last few months the Parish Council has become aware of
the increased concern of villagers around traffic speeding in and through
the village. At the last meeting the Parish Council decided that as there
are many and varied traffic management issues including on-street
parking, kerb parking, speeding, security cameras, weight and width
restrictions, these need to be tackled in one comprehensive package
after discussions with Bedford Borough Highways and Historic England.
Litter Pick
We are all fortunate to live in this beautiful village and enjoy the
freedom to walk in the countryside. I am sure those of you who walk
around the village on a regular basis have noticed the range of litter in
the ditches and hedgerows particularly on the way in and out of the
village. Alongside the Women's Institute the Parish Council has been
organising regular Litter Picks over the last few years and thank you to
all those who regularly come and help.
We are looking to have another litter pick on SATURDAY 20
OCTOBER 2018 - put the date in your diary and come and help keep our
village looking beautiful. Meet at the village hall at 10am where we will
provide all the safety and protective equipment you will need. THANK
YOU.
Footpaths and Signs
With the beautiful summer we are having more and more people
are enjoying the footpaths and views around the village. Could we ask
all those whose property borders a footpath or is near a road sign to
ensure that their hedgerows and foliage are cut back and well
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maintained so that the footpaths and signs can be seen and used by all
the village.
Improvements to the Environment of Stevington
The Parish Council has commissioned the refurbishment of the
children's play area and as can be seen it has now been reconditioned
and is brightly painted and looks welcoming to all those who use the
equipment.
Jane Thomas
Email:
stevingtonpc@live.co.uk
Internet: http://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk
www.stevington.org.uk
BEDFORD BOROUGH NEWS
Manton Lane Roadworks
Major works to help the congestion on Manton Lane have started.
During August, preparatory works have been carried out at the entrance
to Bedford Modern School. During the works, as you know, temporary
traffic lights are in place. This work will carry on in September and
include resurfacing work in Manton Lane from the Brickhill Drive traffic
lights up to Kestrel Road.
There will be ongoing works at the Manton Lane and Sainsburys
roundabouts during this year and early next year. Please visit
www.bedford.gov.uk/transportingbedford2020 for more information.
Bedford Borough Local Plan 2035
The revised Local Plan is to go to the Borough Executive on 5
September and it will be published on the borough website. Please go
to the website for further information.
Allhallows Carpark
This multi-story carpark is now open 24 hours a day. It will
continue to be free after 6pm so you can continue to enjoy concerts, the
theatre, cinema and restaurants with free parking in the evening.
The Friends Group of Harrold-Odell Country Park
I know many people in the villages volunteer at the country park
and I am pleased to report that they have received the Queens Award
for Voluntary Service. The volunteers have helped to maintain and
improve the park, including hedge laying, repairing benches, conservation work and leaflets that encourage everyone to enjoy the park even
more. This is a brilliant award for all the 2,500 hours that the volunteers
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worked in 2017. Thank you to all of the volunteers for helping to keep
this park well maintained for the enjoyment of everyone.
The Higgins Bedford
Exhibitions to look forward to are:
The Young Turner: Ambitions in Architecture and the Art of
Perspective is touring the region. It will be showing from 22 September
to 16 December 2018. I am looking forward to this as it will be interesting
to see how he developed as an artist.
Paved with Gold: Bedford’s Windrush Generation 6 October 2018
to 24 March 2019 where you can explore the stories of our residents
from the Caribbean who settled in Bedford, their journey here, where
they settled in Bedford and the employment opportunities, presenting a
narrative of the challenges they faced and the contribution they made to
Britain.
Please go to www.thehigginsbedford.org.uk for more information.
Councillor Pat Olney

Telephone 01234 824384
Email
pat.olney@btopenworld.com
THE ANNE STILEMAN BURSARIES
Are you planning to take a short course in the visual arts? Do you
need materials to develop your skills or wish to visit a gallery in relation
to your studies?
Following the successful sale of many of Anne's watercolours,
Anne Stileman Bursaries are now available to Stevington residents.
Preferably, but not exclusively, these will be given to youngsters, or
those in full time education, who wish to extend their skills in any branch
of the visual arts.
To apply email the Parish Council at stevingtonpc@live.co.uk or
write to the Clerk of the Parish Council at 21a, Court Lane, with your
reasons for needing a bursary.
For further information on Stevington Parish Council's policy on
charitable gifts go to: https://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk.
To
navigate the site, click on policies and go to requests for charitable and
other financial donations.
Jacky Gooding, Bob Hart, Robert Eadie
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STEVINGTON HISTORICAL TRUST
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: 1086669
www.stevingtonhistoricaltrust.org.uk
St Mary's Parochial Church Council is leading the commemoration
in the village of the end of the Great War on 11 November 1918.
The Historical Trust plans to contribute in three ways. First, by
mounting an exhibition featuring all villagers who fought in the conflict;
secondly, by staging an illustrated lecture entitled Stevington
Servicemen in the Great War; and thirdly, by producing a booklet based
on the lecture.
The exhibition will be held in the Church Room from Saturday 10
November until Thursday 22 November when it will move to the Village
Hall to accompany the lecture which will be held in the evening (7.00pm
for 7.30pm) on that date. The booklet will be on sale from Friday 23
November.
Peter Hart
823586

Village Litter Pick
Saturday 20 October. 10am to 12 noon
Meet at Village Hall

WASTE COLLECTIONS
Month
September

Rubbish
11,25

Recycling
4, 18

Green
4, 18

October
November
December

9, 23
6, 20
4, 18

2, 16, 30
13, 27
11

2, 16, 30
13, 27
None
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STEVINGTON MAGAZINE 2018 CHRISTMAS CHARITY

Magpas Air Ambulance is a charity which brings essential
lifesaving care by land and air to patients in life-threatening emergencies
in the East of England, including Bedfordshire, and beyond. Magpas Air
Ambulance is not a state-funded service and relies on generous public
donations to continue saving lives. Since 1971 it has treated over
60,000 patients.
The Magpas Air Ambulance medical team receives enhanced
training which allows them to offer procedures and treatments at the
scene, like general anaesthetic, which are usually only available in
hospital. This means that the frontline care the team delivers doesn't just
save lives, it helps seriously ill and injured people return to a good quality
of life. It is the oldest emergency medical charity in the UK, starting life
as a voluntary service in 1971 when two GPs, Dr Neville Silverston MBE
and Dr Derek Cracknell MBE, took action to help victims of road accidents.
The current Magpas
Air Ambulance MD902
Explorer entered service 17
years ago and has been
with the charity since June
2012. Whilst it has flown to
thousands of patients over
the years and helped the
charity respond to its
highest number of activations ever in 2017, it is now
coming to the end of its
operational life.
As of 26 June 2018, a two-year appeal to raise £1.5 million was
launched to bring a new, state of the art helicopter to the region. The
Augusta Westland 169 (AW169) will become the new Magpas Air
Ambulance and will be able to fly further, faster and allow the lifesaving
service to reach an even greater number of patients.
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Seasons Greetings

You may think it’s a bit early to be thinking about Christmas, but
this is our last chance to remind you about sending your Seasons
Greetings to friends and neighbours in the village through the pages of
the December Stevington Magazine. If you wish to avail yourself of this
opportunity, please write a short message below (or on any piece of
paper), put it in an envelope with your donation (cheques made payable
to Stevington Magazine) and pop it through our door before 18
November. All donations go to charity - we support a different one each
year. This year’s donation will be made to the Magpas Air Ambulance.
Name:

Donation: £

Message (include any name to appear in greeting):

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for
every £1 you donate. If you are eligible and
wish Magpas Air Ambulance to claim Gift Aid on your donation please
complete the details below and return to us with your donation. If you
don’t want to dismember your magazine we can supply a blank gift aid
declaration form, on request.
Title:

Name:

Surname:

.

Address:

.
.

Postcode (Essential):_

.

I want to Gift Aid my donation of £________ to Magpas Air Ambulance
and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past four years. I am a UK taxpayer and
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signature:
Registered Charity: 1119279

Date:
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.

Open gardens
Thank you to everyone
who supported our first open
gardens event on Sunday 1
July.
Our gardeners worked tirelessly combating weeks of dry hot
weather to ensure their gardens looked their best. Their efforts were
greatly appreciated by over 200 visitors who gave glowing feedback.
Fran Newman, our lead organiser, did a great job coordinating
everyone's efforts and planning the event. Special thanks to everyone
who opened their gardens and Kathy Brown who allowed us to use her
parking facilities and also opened her gardens to our visitors.
The weather was hot, almost too hot, but that made the refreshments including all of the donated cakes extremely popular. As a result
of everyone's hard work £2,048.98 was raised. We are planning to hold
another 'open gardens' next year, currently the planned date is Sunday
2 June 2019.
Broadband in the Church Room
We have installed broadband Wi-Fi in the Church Room which is
available free of charge to anyone using the hall. We are planning to
start a project in the autumn in partnership with the Wavelength charity
to assist anyone to get the best out of their tablet, mobile phone or PC.
This project has been jointly funded by the Mayor's Community Chest
charity and the Wavelength charity.
Golf Day
On 15 September we are holding our first charity golf day at
Bedford and County Golf Club in partnership with the Royal George.
Ÿ
Entry forms are in the Church Room and at the pub.
Ÿ
Registration 11.30am. First tee time 1.00pm
Ÿ
Cost £40pp including green fees, prizes, coffee, bacon roll.
In the evening at the Royal George: music by the fabulous Snarling
Beasties and BBQ.
Taster session: If you don't play golf but would like to give it a try
we are running a taster session with a PGA professional who will explain
the best way to take up the sport and help you have a go.
Ÿ
Cost £20
Ÿ
Registration as above.
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If you are not a golfer, you can support us by coming to the Royal
George in the evening to enjoy the music and BBQ. If you could donate
a bottle of something or a prize for our raffle Trish Lennie or Dave Taylor
will be delighted to receive it or you can leave it in a box in the Church
Room.
Christmas tea party and activities - Saturday 8 December
An opportunity for all the family to enjoy an afternoon tea and take
part in a number of Christmas related craft activities.
Wreath making workshop - Saturday 1 December 2.00 to 4.30pm
We are planning to hold a wreath making workshop in December.
An opportunity for you to create a lovely wreath ready for Christmas
under the tutorship of Ann Prigmore.
Thank you for your ongoing support, we continue to raise funds to
assist with the maintenance and improvements to the Church Room and
the Church. We are delighted to receive tremendous support.
If you are not a member of FOSM you can join by completing a
form in the Church Room.
John Duffield, Chairperson

COURT LANE LANDSCAPES LTD.
All types of garden work undertaken
Maintenance, Renovation, Design, Lawn and
Hedge Contracts, Tree Felling, Paths, Patios & Sheds
Call Magnus Lennie
Tel: 01234 825169 Mob: 07713 257409
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THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody/podiatry care of the highest quality
from a specialist with 20 years of experience in both NHS and
private practice.
Graeme A Paterson, BSc, SRCh, FPodA, FCPod(S).
Podiatric Specialist.
Health Professions Council registered.
For further information, to arrange a consultation or home visit please
contact
The Harrold Medical Practice
Peaches Close,
Harrold,
Beds.
MK43 7DX
Tel: 01234 720225

Local, friendly and professional hair and beauty
at affordable prices.
Offering quality colouring, cutting and styling services, as well as beautiful
nails and pampering. All in the comfort of your own home.
Now offering Special offers every Wednesday on the below services:
Manicures £14
Pedicures £14
Eyebrow Shape and Tint £10
Blowdry £8.50
I also offer a Mobile Hair extension service (Nano
Rings, Micro Rings, Pre bonded, Easy Shrinks and
Clip ins for special occasions). We use 2 brands
Balmain and Euphoria One. If you would like to
know more then why not book a free 15-minute
consultation.
Price list of all services coming soon.

For other services and prices, or to book an
appointment, please call 07763 098730
Rhian Elizabeth

Find some time for you
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Beautiful You

STEVINGTON FOOTBALL CLUB
After the long, dry, warm and sunny summer we
have had its hard to believe that all of a sudden the football
season has come around again. We are pleased to
confirm that we will be running with two teams in the
Bedfordshire County Football League again for the forthcoming 2018-19 season, with the First Team playing in the
Premier Division and the Reserve Team playing in Division
Three.
Both teams are currently scheduled to start their seasons on 1
September, however, at present it is likely that many clubs may need to
postpone their early matches for safety reasons. Many pitches have
large cracks on the surface due to shrinkage of the clay below. It's
impossible to find and fill all these and as such clubs will be reliant on
rainfall to sort the problem out. Some venues are still hosting Cricket
matches, and these will take preference up until their season ends, again
this may also lead to games being postponed or rearranged.
We are pleased that most of the players from last season will be
staying with the club this year and with the new players that have also
joined we hope to improve on last year's league positions, with the First
Team finishing 11th and the Reserves 13th. Both teams will also be
looking for good cup runs after the First Team Britannia Cup triumph last
season.
Once again competing in the Premier Division means that the First
Team will have to play all their home league matches this season at
Pavenham as the changing rooms and facilities at the Village Hall do not
meet the strict requirements of the Bedfordshire Football League. We
will be liaising with the Parish Council and Village Hall Committee to look
at the options for providing separate referee changing and shower
facilities and meeting the minimum team changing room sizes and
shower facility requirements. We are desperately keen to get the First
Team playing back in the village as soon as we can.
Unfortunately, although we compete in a local amateur league,
these requirements are non-negotiable as it would mean the league
would lose its charter mark and the funding that goes with it. Maybe the
club may get a share of the receipts from the proposed sale of Wembley
to improve grass roots football - in the meantime we will be exploring
ways of funding the improvements through grants from the football
association, local council, fund raising initiatives etc.
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Pre-season training has been made even more challenging than
normal and not just because of the hot weather and hard ground, but
also following the introduction of Duncan to the backroom team! Duncan
has recently moved into the village and we are pleased that he has
chosen to take an active role in village life from the start and take the long
walk over to the playing field from No. 44 Court Lane to take training
sessions for us. He has certainly made the training sessions more varied
and interesting, as well as being a lot harder and focused on the right
areas. The players have really enjoyed the sessions he's taken and both
teams should be well prepared for the start of the league and cup fixtures
in September.
The club's presentation evening was delayed until after the end of
the season due to the First Team's successful participation. The winners
of the various awards were as follows:
First Team:
Players Player of the Year:
Leading Goalscorer:
Managers Player of the Year:

Martin Danobrega
Kieran Souter
Kieran Souter

Reserve Team:
Players Player of the Year:
Leading Goalscorer:
Managers Player of the Year

Jason Thompson
Liam Dixon
Colm McGill

Club Awards:
Joe White Sportsman of the Year: Reece Williams
Dennis King Clubman of the Year: Aaron Hewitt
Supporter of the Year:
Nigel Stead and the Royal
George team
Like we always say the football club is far more than just the
players and backroom team getting together on a Saturday afternoon it's an integral and important part of traditional village life. It helps ensure
that the playing field is cut regularly and kept neat and tidy for everyone
to use. It also helps to support the Village Hall and local pub.
As such we would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for
your support to and look forward to seeing you over the coming season,
whether this be at Reserve Team home matches at the playing field,
First Team matches at Pavenham, at away fixtures or simply down the
pub to listen to after match punditry - if only we had video replays to see
exactly what happened and not what some people think they saw!
- 21 -

Special thanks to the Royal George for their continued support,
hospitality and refreshments after home games.
Unfortunately we are not able to publish details of our fixtures,
however, these are normally listed in the Bedfordshire Times & Citizen
Sports Section, or can now be found on the following website;
www.bedfordshirefootballleague.co.uk/currentseason.php.
Finally, and on a very sad note, the club lost its oldest and one of
its most loyal supporters when Ralph Jeffries passed away in May.
Many in the village will not be aware that Ralph followed the team home
and away in all weathers for many seasons and took a real interest in the
club and its players. Everyone at the club was saddened by the news
and would like to pass on their thanks to Ralph for his support and send
belated condolences to the family - RIP Ralph Jeffries.
Shane King

STEVINGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB
Our membership still stands at 15
although the attendance has been very inconsistent. It’s been as low as 7 or 8 and only once
since March have 14 attended. The reasons
appear to be a combination of intense heat (too
stifling in an enclosed environment), holidays
and ill health. Perhaps now that it's a little cooler
we will get more regularity - I certainly hope so.
There will be no club nights on the following dates when the hall is
required for other activities:
Ÿ
15 October
Ÿ
5 November
Ÿ
3 & 17 December
Other than the above dates we will be open from 7pm to 9pm on
Monday evenings. Everyone is welcome. The first two visits are free
whilst you try out your skill on the carpets.
We are a very sociable group and would like to see more visitors.
No need to arrange a visit - please just turn up.
Barbara Collins
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OPEN GARDENS EVENT
On a sunny Sunday in July village
residents welcomed visitors from near and
far as the Friends of St. Mary's charity
hosted an Open Gardens afternoon in
Stevington. Thank you to everyone who
took part, we couldn't have done it without
you! The afternoon was a great success
with over £2,000 raised from the sale of
programmes, delicious teas, an abundant
plant sale and gardener's raffle. If you are
all willing, we plan to host this event again
next year on Sunday 2 June 2019 - save
the date.
Here is what some of our open garden residents had to say about
their experience that afternoon:
Friends of St Mary's committee members put in a lot of work to
bring our Open Gardens to public notice. As the day dawned, and all
tidying up done, we had no idea what to expect. Another very warm day,
and a slight disappointment that the roses were over. 'It all looked so
lovely last week.' Apprehension that perhaps it 'wasn't up to scratch.'
Sweep the patio area. Water the pots to keep everything fresh. Now all
we do is wait. We didn't have to wait very long, as the visitors started
arriving early and some had come from some distance away too. Firstly,
I was complimented by a gentleman on my recently painted picket gate!
A huge swell of pride and surprise. Visitors poured in all afternoon,
toured my tiny garden and on to another.
Kind and complimentary people that sat in my
shady patio area and chatted about gardens
in general. At closing time two couples sat on
for some time - when I pointed out that I was
missing out on drinkies at the Church Room
with all the other open gardens people. 'Oh,
that's fine', said one of the ladies, 'you just
lock your door, go over, and we'll just sit here
a while.' I think that says it all. A fun day for
us gardeners, £2,000 in the kitty and a certain
satisfaction for the team who worked so hard
to bring it to fruition. - Barbara Cattermole
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How wonderful it was to see people
wandering around the village enjoying the
experience of a lazy sunny Sunday afternoon
browsing through the gardens. The main
advantage was of course that it made us put a
bit of effort into tidying up our garden although
you might not think so, looking at it now after
this dry spell! The members of the organising
committee did a magnificent job. - David &
Anne Warburton
What a beautiful sunny day was chosen
for the open garden event with lots of happy
people meandering through the garden. We the garden openers then
enjoyed a glass of wine outside the Church Room when it was all over...a
lovely end to the afternoon. - Kathy & Simon Brown
We had a very pleasant day showing people around Peartree
Cottage garden. The weather was perfect and the number of visitors that
came made all our efforts worthwhile. Everyone was very friendly and
took great interest, judging by the number of questions asked. During
the afternoon we found a gentleman asleep under our arbour, we
decided if he was still there at 5 o'clock we would wake him to go home,
but he wasn't. We hope it will become a regular feature in our village. Richard and Helen Dunster
As a newbie to both the village and the open garden scheme I was
unsure what to expect from having people wandering around my garden,
I am pleased to say that it was an enjoyable experience. To begin with
I tried to meet and greet everyone, but this became impossible, so I left
everyone to their own browsing and only become involved if individuals
wanted to ask anything - this was manageable! I received a lot of
positive comments though I feel like a fraud due to all the hard work
being down to Jane, whom I purchased the house
from, and she has done a stunning job. This coming
year will see a change in some hard landscaping and
what is featured in some of the borders, so I look
forward to welcoming people back next year.
Strangers are simply friends that you've not yet got
to know - this is a perfect opportunity to gain friends!
- Aaron Keep
Fran Newman
Photos courtesy of Fran Newman
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ST. MARY’S MATTERS
St Mary's is a member of the Chellington Team Ministry. The Team Clergy are
the Revd. Jacqueline Curtis and the Revd.
Peter Turnbull, who live at 3, The Moor,
Carlton MK43 7JR. Tel: 01234 720961 or
email: chellingtonteam@gmail.com. If you
need them or require a pastoral visit at
home, please don't hesitate to contact. For general enquiries contact the
Team Office in Carlton. Tel: 01234 720262 or email:
teamoffice@gmail.com.
It is a truth universally acknowledged that a good PCC is one that
believes in teamwork. Indeed, St Mary's PCC works as a team; each
member has a role to play and we each share duties and responsibilities
involved in caring for and maintaining our church. Thanks to all the team
for working so tirelessly and with humour to do the job. Special thanks
to Robert Eadie for assuming the role of churchwarden and all that
entails. New members and helpers are always welcome!
Tuesday evenings - walks down Church Road are always a
pleasure but on a Tuesday evening you can now hear the choir
rehearsing for forthcoming church services. It is a sound so redolent of
village life to hear people singing together.
St Mary's has seen plenty of activity this summer especially in the
churchyard as MS Tree Care carried out the required tree work to restore
health and shape to the yew trees and the horse chestnut. We hope to
continue the work next year.
A positive effort to open the church more frequently has taken
place and the church has been open to visitors every Tuesday afternoon.
This has been very successful, and it has been very pleasing to see
many visitors enjoying the church and, with this encouragement, we
hope to open on other days as well.
Activity too with regard to the Church Room where there has been
much discussion, organisation and work by the team to consider an
exciting project to develop and improve the facilities in the Church Room.
This has partly been sparked by the introduction of Wi-Fi and tech
equipment donated by the charity Wavelength - thanks to FOSMs. The
Community Shop is a vital and important element of village life and the
Team want to ensure that this may continue, and facilities enhanced.
- 25 -

Along with the Friends, the PCC would like to see the Church Room a
community hub for all ages, providing a range of facilities and becoming
an attractive place to hold events. An application to the Garfield Weston
Foundation 60th Anniversary Capital Bid and the Harpur Trust has been
made, the main items on which were a disabled access ramp, additional
storage space, and a variety of internal improvements. Notification of
acceptance will not be known until October and, since over 2,000
projects have been submitted, our chances of success are somewhat
slim. Whatever the outcome, there is a commitment to develop the
Church Room.
Eight Spires Way 28 July
St Mary's opened its doors on Saturday 28 July to weary but happy
walkers trekking the Eight Spires Way which had been organised by
members of the combined Chellington Team to make links between our
parishes and community. The twenty three mile circular walk was a
great success and a large number of walkers -including our MP Alistair
Burt and Bishop Alan of St Albans (who joined the walk from Carlton to
Turvey) - were delighted and surprised with the beauty and variety of our
countryside. Many thanks to Frances Hirst and Chrissie Galley who
were there to greet walkers at St Mary's with a warm welcome and
delicious cake.
Make a note in your diary
Look out for the posters for these forthcoming events - some of
these occasions may be a bit different from what you expect!
Patronal Service Sunday 9 September 5pm
This day celebrates St Mary to whom our church is dedicated. It is
always a lovely and uplifting occasion, and everybody is very welcome.
Harvest
I know the harvest gets earlier and
earlier each year but there is much to
celebrate in October as fruit and cereals are
gathered in from fields, gardens and allotments. Come and celebrate how fortunate
we are to have such an abundance of
produce. The collection will be for Christian
Aid supporting farmers in Malawi.
Harvest Supper Friday 12 October
and Songs of Praise Sunday 14 October at
5pm.
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Remembrance 2018
As usual, the Remembrance Service
will be held at the Memorial Cross outside St
Mary's together with our friends from
Stevington Baptist Church. This is a very
special centenary year and Peter Hart and
the Historical Trust are organising an exhibition in the Church Room
(more about this elsewhere in the magazine.) The Church Room will be
open after the Service on Remembrance Sunday for visitors to look at
the exhibition and enjoy refreshments. As part of a national scheme,
Stevington has been donated ten 'silhouettes' by the Armed Forces
Covenant Trust Fund; the 'there but not there' campaign. These silhouettes, which will be part of the service, are Perspex outlines of men, and
it is appropriate that we have ten, exactly matching the ten names on the
war memorial of those who fell in WW1.
Look out for our Christmas information on posters and the website
but here are two dates to remember:
Ÿ
Sunday 16 December
Nine Lessons and Carols
Ÿ
Monday 17 December
Christmas Concert in the Village Hall.
Doors open 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Tickets £5 for adults £2
for anyone in full-time education.
Please put this date in your diary as part of your Christmas
celebrations. Please join us for an evening of participative good cheer
including carol singing, mulled wine, mince pies, raffle and entertainments. As always, if you would like to sing in the choir, play in the
orchestra, perform a comic sketch or anything broadly seasonal, or you
would like to help in any way, please get in touch with Tricia Lennie
tricia.lennie21@gmail.com or Heather Eadie heather@eadies.org.uk.
Don't forget to surf the web. As people become more familiar with
our website, it will make a big difference to our communication channels.
www.stmarysstevington.org.uk. If you would like to receive information
about St Mary's and events by email, please contact Jane at
jojo2.oconnor@gmail.com.
From the Registers
Funerals:
4 July 2018
13 July 2018
Baptisms:
8 April 2018

Walter Sample
Paul Day
Jacob and Loukas Corbin

Jane O’Connor & Robert Eadie, Churchwardens
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COWLEY Di GIORGIO
SOLICITORS
63 HARPUR STREET
BEDFORD
MK40 2SR

Telephone: (01234) 218171

Fax: (01234) 327632

email: cowley@cowleydigiorgio.co.uk
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Kitchen Installations
Bathroom Installations
Wall and Floor tiling
Painting and decorating
Tel: 07837 941895
Email: info@dreidpropertyservices.co.uk
Facebook: D Reid Property Services
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STEVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Well, over the summer months we have little to report. Most of us,
and you, are on the beach, or perhaps sitting in the sunny garden
watching your lawn die.
Coming up we are planning:
Ÿ
A Hostess Supper is being proposed for 20 October. If anyone is
interested in hosting a table can you let one of the committee know
and we will get to serious planning. Past events have been a lot of
fun. For anyone new, the idea is to host a table (numbers at your
discretion) and cook up a meal. Past exotics have been a full
'English roast' and 'Everything that was half price at Budgens'.
Ÿ
Bonfire night is again planned for 5th November. We have already
ordered the fireworks (as we get a discount!).
Finally, we are still in need of a secretary. Pete Fisher stood down
at the last AGM to concentrate on the feasibility of building a new hall.
He has left a gap that we are keen to fill. Anyone who is interested in
contributing to the running of the hall will be very welcome. Let us know.
That’s all folks,
Roger Penney

CASH for OLD
Items

Village Litter Pick

Antiques, Coins and
Jewellery purchased

Saturday 20 October
10am to 12 noon
Meet at Village Hall

Marylyn and Ray Wood
01933 353517
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BAPTIST NEWS
Put the date in your diary for the
next afternoon tea - Tuesday 11
September at 3pm. All are welcome and
there is always a wonderful array of
cakes and savouries on offer plus a
challenging quiz.
Our Harvest Festival will take
place at 2.30pm on Sunday 23 September. It will be a short service and
a representative from the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institute (RABI),
a charity that supports farming families, will be there to tell us about their
work. This will be followed by afternoon tea in the hall. All are welcome.
Owing to a reduction in numbers it has been decided to put the
Children's Club on hold until further notice. It is hoped that we will restart
at some point and will let everyone know through the Stevington
Magazine should this happen.
Barbara Courtney
www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

HARROLD MEDICAL PRACTICE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTIONS
Due to the dwindling number of prescriptions we have collected
over the past few years, Barbara and Pat have decreased the number
of visits to Harrold. There is now one collection (on a Wednesday)
every four weeks – so it is even more important to get your repeat
requests to the surgery in good time.
Please continue to tick the items required and write a large letter
‘S’ on the front page of your form. The prescriptions will continue to be
delivered to your door immediately on collection. It is helpful if we know
of any non-regular collections being requested and if a regular
collection is not required. The dates for next year are:
Barbara (822296)
17 October
14 November
9 January 2019

Pat (823250)
19 September
12 December
Barbara Collins and Pat Pickup
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STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE 100 CLUB
Winners of the last three draws are as follows:
Jun 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 87
№1
№ 31
№ 23

Marilyn & Geoff Billett
Margaret Pyner
Mike Robinson
Jean Blayney

Jul

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 32
№ 72
№ 13
№ 27

Dicky Sear
James Pease
Barbara Collins
Enid Goldby

Aug 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№6
№ 21
№ 68
№ 81

Diana Bailey
Hillary O’Dell
Frances Newman
Sara & David Hetherington

The 100 Club Lottery raises funds for Stevington Village Hall and
since its inception has raised thousands of pounds with the proceeds
being split between the Village Hall and the lucky winners in a monthly
prize-draw with a top prize of £100, making it a very attractive lottery for
YOU!
Investing £60 per year, that's only £5 per month, you have the
chance of winning one of four cash prizes, whilst helping to keep your
local village hall in good order.
The 100 Club currently has some numbers available and if you are
interested to join please contact Hugo on 01234 824894, email
Hugovankempen0@gmail.com or fill in the form below and send to 14
West End, Stevington, MK43 7QU.
Name..........................................................Telephone:.....................................
Address...............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................
Please tick the appropriate box:
□
I enclose £60 cash.
□
I enclose a Cheque for £60 payable to Stevington Social Centre.
□
I enclose £5 cash for the 1st month. Please let me know bank details so
I can set up a standing order.
- 32 -

HOST / HOSTESS NIGHT
SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER
We are once again reintroducing the
host / hostess night - on Saturday 20 October
2018.
The basic concept is that a host / hostess
books a table at the village hall, ideally for 8
diners, each diner pays £12 for their meal and
the 'cooks' retain £30 towards expenses.
Other numbers are of course prorata i.e. 12 diners and the cooks retain
£45, 4 diners and the cooks retain £15 etc.
Every table will have its own electricity point for hostess trolley,
slow cooker etc. The hall will be open from 2 to 5pm for hosts to dress
their table with crockery, cutlery tablecloths etc. and will be reopened at
7pm. We try to have everyone start eating together at 7.30 / 7.45pm.
Usually diners provide their own drink although the bar will be open
if required.
The hosts will not be able to use the kitchen for cooking but can
use the fridge and warming cupboard for plates.
Please ring Barbara Collins on 822296 to book a table!
We've seen some very imaginative meals in the past!
Barbara Collins

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATORS
To access these in an emergency situation,
please dial 999 immediately. The call
handler will provide you with the code for
the cabinet lock.
The defibrillators are located in:
Ÿ
Red telephone box near the cross in
Church Road
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Village Hall
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Baptist
Chapel Hall, West End.
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STEVINGTON WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
TODAY'S WOMEN WORKING FOR TOMORROWS WORLD
Early June saw us once again at the Cross with
our plant and pantry stall. This was very well
supported and included many donations of cakes,
plants etc. from members and others from the village.
We raised £130 for our funds. Thank you everyone.
A small group of members attended the sponsored walk at
Marston Vale which raised money for the British Heart Foundation,
Bedfordshire Federation and our own WI.
Our speaker in June was Amanda Goody. Her subject was the
Evil Sheriff of Bedford, Falkes de Breaute. Falkes was an Anglo-Norman
soldier who gained high office by loyally serving first King John and later
King Henry II. In the First Barons War he earned the hate of baronial
and monastic leaders alike. His methods were both brutal and evil
and he committed many atrocities including the sacking of St.
Albans abbey. In 1215 he captured Bedford Castle belonging to
William de Beauchamp and in reward was allowed to keep
it. He fell out of favour with Henry who besieged
Bedford Castle in June 1224 and
William (Falkes' brother) and 80 knights
were captured and hanged. Falkes lived
in exile until his death in 1226. A very
interesting and informative talk on our
local history.
Our July meeting was a BBQ in my garden. This was an ideal
meeting for catching up with friends and exchanging news.
We take a break in August but on the 13 September will hold our
Harvest Supper at 7.30pm at the Church Room.
Other activities over these last 3 months have included taking part
in St. Mary's open gardens event and a visit to Hampton Court Flower
Show by 2 members in July on a very hot day plus the fact that the
journey there and back on the coach took around 8 hours! Our book
club, darts team and local walks are continuing.
Dates for your Diary:
13 Sept
Harvest Supper
11 Oct
Singing for fun and confidence with Pauline Roby
8 Nov
Craft evening
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Please see our noticeboard in the Church Room for forthcoming
events and information. Visitors are most welcome.
Marilyn Billett
PS: The members would like to thank Marilyn for hosting our BBQ. It
was a lovely evening. And thank you Geoff for cooking for us.

STEVINGTON CINEMA
SCREENING DIARY

Date
6 Sep
13 Sep
27 Sep
4 Oct
9 Oct
15 Oct
18 Oct
28 Oct
1 Nov
13 Nov
20 Nov
3 Dec
6 Dec
22 Jan
31 Jan
19 Feb
2 Apr
30 Apr

Screening
Production
Julie
National Theatre
Finding Your Feet
King Lear
Chichester Festival Theatre
The Winters Tale
Globe Theatre
The Importance of
Vaudeville Theatre
Being Earnest
Mayerling
The Royal Ballet
3 Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri
Die Walkure
The Royal Opera
Allelujah!
Bridge Theatre (NT)
La Bayadere
The Royal Ballet
Madness of George III Nottingham Playhouse (NT)
The Nutcracker
The Royal Ballet
Anthony and Cleopatra National Theatre
The Queen of Spades The Royal Opera
I’m Not Running
National Theatre
Don Quixote
The Royal Ballet
La Forza Del Destino The Royal Opera
Faust
The Royal Opera

Type
Live
Film
Live
Live
Live
Live
Film
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live

Please check www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk for details of
dates, screening times, tickets etc. as they may be subject to change.
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BEDFORD SAILING CLUB
OPEN DAY AND BBQ
SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER
We have had a great
summer at the river, with many
new members, some glorious
sunny
days,
swimming,
paddling, rowing or just taking
in the river with a BBQ and a
drink. The sunsets along the
river have been magnificent.
You are invited to join us on our open day on Saturday 8
September from 1:30pm onwards which will feature boat and canoe trips
on the on the river and a BBQ from 4pm onwards until dusk. Please also
bring your own drinks & picnics. The cost of the BBQ will be £3.00 for
adults and £2.00 for children.
For late summer and autumn:
The club has once
again frozen membership
fees, so this remains an
absolute bargain with free
use of club boats to sail,
row, scull, kayak, canoe or
swim. Alternatively, a BBQ
and a drink by the river is
good!
We provide free canoeing
and rowing tasters suitable
for complete beginners and
more advanced paddlers,
so why not come down and give it a go!
For more information or to book for a free session please contact:
Sailing, canoeing or kayaking:
Dave Brear
daveabrear@aol.com
Rowing or sculling:
Hugo van Kempen
hugovankempen0@gmail.com
01234 824894
David Brear
Photos courtesy of David Brear
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3 GENERATIONS OF THE PRENTICE - CHILVER FAMILY
ROWING AT BSC
In June Helen and Sammie Prentice were joined by Claudia
Chilver, Helen's mother, for a fun row at Stevington. Claudia rowed for
Cambridge University in 1948 -1952, sometimes as captain, Sammie
rowed for Bedford Modern School from 2009 to 2012. Helen is just a
recreational rower. We're planning another go later this autumn,
weather permitting. It is great having this superb facility on our door step.
Thanks to BSC and all involved in the rowing, particularly to Hugo and
Lesley Van Kempen.
Helen Prentice
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Save your time & money

MS Tree Care

For All Household Needs!

Martyn Smith
Arboriculturist with
over 10 years
experience

Professional Affordable
Domestic Cleaning Company
Regular / One off Cleans
Spring/After Party/House Move Cleans
Friendly Efficient Trustworthy Reliable
& Local!
Fully insured

Ÿ All tree and hedge work
undertaken
Ÿ 24 hour emergency call out
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Stump grinding
Ÿ Fully insured

No contracts

References can be supplied
Call for a free no obligation home
appraisal
01234 306485 or 07821 700320
saveyourtimeandmoney@yahoo.co.uk
www.save-your-time.co.uk

01234 851235 / 07712 050068
mstreecare@btinternet.com

Alex Stubbs Flooring
Carpets, Vinyls,
& Laminates.
Supplied & Fitted.
07976 260572
01234 240954
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Stevington Baptist Church
Here to serve, support and
encourage our community:
seeking to bring fun and
joy to church life
Sundays 10.45 – Morning Worship
Mondays – Sewing Group
Every Monday during term time from 2pm to 4pm.
Tea, coffee, crafts and sewing.
Tuesdays – Afternoon Tea
September 11 and November 13 at 3pm. Come
along and make new friends.
Saturdays – Children’s Craft & Fun Club
Currently taking a break. Please make contact if you
want to come along. Craft activities and games for the
8s and under.

www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

11 September
at 3pm
Afternoon
Tea

Baptist Church Hall
MK43 7QU
An ideal venue for quiet retreats,
meetings, or family parties.
£25 a day, or hourly rates.
For details, call Carol Wareing: 825661
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STEVINGTON DOG SHOW
On a hot sultry Sunday afternoon in July a 'fun dog show' was held
in the grounds of The Manor House - courtesy of Mr & Mrs Brown. The
event was organised and run by Canine Partners of Clapham who train
assistance dogs to help disabled people as well as running dog training
and agility lessons.

Happy dogs and proud owners!

There were six dogs entered from Stevington and many more of all
shapes, sizes, colours and breeds from outside the village. Spike Island
dogs did the village proud - out of nine classes they collected four firsts,
seconds, third and fourth rosettes. Lottie collected four rosettes with her
dog Millie. The Markham's dog, Ruby, won overall 'the best in show' and
the fastest at recall.
It was a fun afternoon for everyone.
Margaret Jackson
Photo courtesy of Carol Jackson

Remember to tell advertisers you found
their details in

S
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THE ANNE STILEMAN BURSARIES
EXHIBITION AND SALE OF WATERCOLOURS
18, 19 AND 20 MAY 2018
Anne Stileman was multi-talented,
but I suspect that she was best known for
her abilities as a painter and teacher,
particularly of water colours.
Floral
studies and rural scenes in this country
and in France and her favourite, Tuscany,
predominated. She exhibited locally, her
work gracing the walls of many houses in
North Bedfordshire.
Sadly, Anne fell prey to dementia
and died in January 2014, her ashes
being interred with her aunt in St Mary's Churchyard. Peter lived on at
The Cottage, but his health deteriorated further, and he passed away in
March 2017.
Peter's ashes were interred with Anne's, and as churchwarden at
the time, I stood with their son Rob at the graveside and chanced to ask
whether any of Anne's paintings remained in The Cottage. I think his
reply was 'Yes, lots!' The family had no plans for their future other than
perhaps their sale through one of the local auctioneers.
I felt that Anne's friends and admirers would be disappointed not
to see her remaining work, and perhaps to have the opportunity to buy
an example for their own homes. Rob agreed, stipulating only that any
income should be used 'for the benefit of the village'. Jacky Gooding,
well-known as a teacher of art and a fine artist in her own right, and
Robert Eadie, representing St Mary's, joined me in a working group to
arrange an exhibition and sale of paintings. Without these two talented
and hard-working people the project could never have got off the ground.
The first task would be to get them to a place of safety before the
house was sold. Many thanks to Seb Blore-Rimmer for allowing us the
use of his shop until it closed for business in August 2017 and then to
Jacky for kindly agreeing to our moving them into her living room(!!) for
cataloguing, pricing and the cleaning of fifty pictures and prints.
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We thank St Mary's PCC for allowing us the use of the church free
of charge for the three days of the Exhibition (18, 19 and 20 May 2018),
and the churches of Harrold, Carlton and Odell for the loan of the display
stands and mounting equipment which set a professional background for
the paintings.
Having the venue, display material and storage under control, we
were able to concentrate on planning how to use the income from the
sale of the pictures 'for the benefit of the village'. We felt that our job was
to raise the best income we could, and then to hand over to an
independent body to administer the funds. Who better than the Parish
Council? I must thank the Chairman, Paul O'Flynn, for his support, and
the Council for taking the idea of 'The Anne Stileman Bursaries' forward,
whereby Stevington residents can anonymously request financial
support to further their interest and skills in the visual arts. Please see a
short article on page 13 as to how to obtain more detail on the running
of the scheme.
Advertising of the exhibition and invitations to the preview were by
then under way. A last-minute push, with help from Ade Churchill,
'sound' advice from Steve Cole and car parking help from Simon and
Kathy Brown, and we were as ready as we ever would be. The preview
was open to the whole village, and we were delighted with a good
number of sales of the framed pictures and the prints in the browser.
Social chatter enabled me to abandon the idea of a welcome speech
(thank goodness, say all). The Saturday and Sunday went well, with the
help of refreshments kindly provided by the Women's Institute, although
the minor intrusion of the Royal Wedding might have been avoided with
a little more forward planning from the Palace!
The outcome was the sale of over thirty of Anne's watercolours and
items from the browser, and income of over £1,500 for the Bursary Fund.
Anne's family were really pleased, and we hope that she herself would
be happy that most of her last remaining paintings have been sold for the
benefit of the village.
Bob Hart
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THE RIVER OUSE
Did you know that the river which potters its way past our village is
actually the fourth longest river in the UK, after the Severn, Thames and
Trent? There are many other river Ouses in England (Ouse in Celtic or
pre-Celtic used to mean just 'water', or 'slow flowing river'), and because
of its length ours is often called the 'Great Ouse'.
Its sources are around the village of Syresham west of
Buckingham, and it now flows into the Wash at Kings Lynn after about
160 miles, though that has not always been its outlet.
Its path takes it through Brackley, the Stowe Estate and
Buckingham, Stony Stratford, Newport Pagnell and then round us
through Turvey, Harrold, Felmersham, Radwell, Oakley, Pavenham and
Stevington. From there on to Clapham, Bromham, and Kempston Mill
which is the highest navigable point of the river, then Bedford, St Neots,
Godmanchester, Huntingdon, St Ives, Ely and on through the fens to
Kings Lynn.

For centuries it has been important both for navigation and
drainage of the fens. Commercial traffic (of sugar beet) was recorded as
recently as 1974.
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In prehistory it flowed straight from Huntingdon to the sea at
Wisbech but altered its course frequently as its lower reaches silted up,
and then flooding would cause it to move to an easier route, mainly
working its way gradually east. In the early 13th century, it breached
another watershed near Denver, and found its way to a new outlet to the
sea at Kings Lynn.
The two requirements of drainage and navigation did not always fit
easily together, mainly for political reasons (plus ça change) as the two
were managed by many different regional authorities. In the 17th and
18th centuries private organisations ('adventurers' or entrepreneurs)
were allowed to drain the fenlands and were paid with ownership of the
lands they had drained. Arnold Spencer and Thomas Girton improved
the river between St Ives and St Neots by building sluices and locks, and
sought permission to continue to Bedford, but this was denied, despite
support from Bedford Corporation.
In the early 17th century the Earl of Bedford gathered a group of
'Adventurers' to drain the 'Bedford Levels' - nowhere near Bedford, but
between Earith and Salters Lode (now near the Denver Sluice). There
was constant aggression from those who wanted to use the river for
navigations, and who destroyed his 'Old Bedford River' during the Civil
War. He set to again and constructed the 'New Bedford River' parallel
to the first, which is still a feature of the river 350 years later. Of course,
there were none of the vast mechanical diggers we now see moving
earth for new motorways, and this was all constructed by hand!
The area between the Old and New Bedford Rivers now constitutes the Ouse Washes and is a major wildlife reserve. It is used for
grazing over the summer months and is a flood plain in the winter. It
sees many thousands of migrating birds including ducks and whooper
swans over the winter, and snipe, lapwings and redshanks in the warmer
spring months to breed.
My interest in this was prompted by 'the Ouse Valley Way', a
waymarked walk from the source to the sea of about 150 miles. It comes
around the river from Pavenham, up through the village and strangely
not following the river to Clapham but across the fields to Bromham and
Kempston. I plan to try to walk this over the coming weeks when the
weather cools down a little, as a continuous walk over 8 to 10 days.
I’m raining money for YoungMinds. Please visit my sponsorship
page at https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RobertEadie.
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Robert Eadie

MOBILE LIBRARY
The Mobile Library will be visiting The Cross at Stevington
between 13:30-13:50 on the following Wednesdays:
September
12, 26
October
10, 24
November
7, 21
December
6, 20
Come along and see Arthur - to borrow books, spoken word
items and much more! New members are welcome, just bring some ID
printed with your name and address to join the Library.
Please remember now we have our new vehicle you must bring
your Library card every time you visit the Mobile Library.
There are a number of items available including fiction, nonfiction, large print and spoken word CDs.
For further enquiries, please contact
Kempston Library on 01234 276453.
James Smiles, Library Manager

THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE - WHAT'S ON
Sunday Strolls (2 September, 7 October, 4 November)
A gentle Sunday walk. Meet at reception at 10.15am. Walk lasts approx.
2 hours. Cost £1 no need to book. Call 01234 767037 for details.
Volunteer Tasks (20 September, 4, 14, 18 October)
A variety of practical projects. Meet at the Forest Centre at 9.30am.
Wear old clothes and bring lunch if you are going to stay all day. For
details and to confirm attendance call 01234 762614 or contact
anna.charles@marstonvale.org. There are other volunteer tasks off
site. Ask for details.
Health Walks (Wednesdays 10.30am)
Free, no need to book. Most walks start at reception
but some eleswhere - see noticeboard or ring
01234 767037 to confirm.
Bedford Walking Festival:
For information on guided walks visit:
www.marstonvale.org/events.html
- 45 -

THAT WAS THE NEWS THAT WAS
Northampton Mercury - 31/01/1795 - Sunday morning Charles Shelton,
a journeyman mason, of Turvey, in Bedfordshire, was found frozen to
death within less than a quarter of a mile of his own house. He was on
his return from Crawley, where he had been the day before upon
business; but being in a poor state of health, was unable to struggle
against the severity of the weather. The same day, a poor woman with
a young child, were found frozen to death in a barn, in the parish of
Stevington, near Bedford. She had been to see some relations on
Saturday, and on her return was forced, as is supposed, from the
severity of the weather and night coming on to take shelter in the barn.
The poor creature had stripped herself of her gown and wrapped her
infant therein, but it is painful to reflect that this strong mark of her
affection proved fruitless.
Bucks Gazette - 22/11/1834 - Providential Escape - On Wednesday, a
well, on the premises of Mr. W. Pratt, grocer, Stevington, had been
opened to be cleaned; and between 5 and 6 in the evening of the day,
the female servant, Martha Dalley, after tea was unaccountably absent
and though repeatedly called could be heard to give no answer. Some
time after, Mr. Pratt in crossing the yard, heard an unusual noise, which
after listening, he thought proceeded from the street, but the sounds
continued, he examined the yard more minutely, and at length
discovered them to proceed from the well, which the labourers had
thoughtlessly neglected to secure. Upon calling Martha, by name, she
answered, and a little time having elapsed, by the aid of rope and ladder,
she was extricated from her uncomfortable and narrow lodging, whither,
by some scarcely recognised means, she had descended to the distance
of nearly 40 feet. On Martha's return from the shades below, it was
found that no serious injury had been sustained, and after a comfortable
warm bed and bath, the morning found her as well as could be expected,
and able to do her work as usual.
The Bedford Mercury and Huntingdon Express - 11/05/1850 Remarkable Progeny - The wife of a labourer living at Stevington Park
End, in a cottage belonging to his Grace the Duke of Bedford, has a son,
nine years of age, with five well formed fingers and a thumb on each
hand, and six toes on each foot. Last week the same woman gave birth
to another son, with hands like his older brother.
The Cambridge Independent Press - 28/04/1860 - Sudden Death - On
Tuesday morning last, Mr. Pike of Stevington, farmer, on going into his
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field, about eleven o'clock, inquired of a boy (Thomas Lord), where his
man, John Johnson, was, and the boy said, "asleep in the corner; he has
been lying there since breakfast time; I tried to wake him but could not."
Mr. Pike dismounted, and, on going up to him, found the poor man was
dead. An inquest was held before Ezra Eagles, jun., Esq., coroner. Verdict, "Died from disease of the heart." - Aged 64 years.
Bedfordshire Times and Standard - 07/07/1944 - 'No Time To Eat,
Wash, And Change' - Stevington Home Guard Absentee Fined Answering a summons of being absent from a Home Guard parade at
Stevington on 31st May without reasonable excuse, Harry Ingleson, of
Silver Street, Stevington, was fined £5 at Bedford Divisional Police Court
on Saturday. He pleaded not guilty. Ernest Charles Cox, a Lieutenant
in the defendant's platoon, said that Ingleson did not attend the parade
or leave any message although his home was only about 300 yards from
the parade ground. Ingelson stated that he did not arrive home until
7.30pm to have a meal and to get washed and changed, and he was
expected to be on duty at 8.20pm. He worked to very fine figures and he
could not attempt to be out all night and work the next day. On the day
in question he was ill.
Bedfordshire Times & Standard - 14/03/1948 - Died After Fall - A
verdict of accidental death as a result of a fall while getting off a bus was
recorded by the Coroner, Mr. R. G. Rose, at the resumed inquest at the
Shire Hall, Bedford on Wednesday on eighty-year old Miss Rose Annie
Self, of Church Road, Stevington. Miss Self died in St. Peter's Hospital
on 8th March. Mrs. H. R. Cox, of West Street, Stevington, a passenger
in the bus, said that Miss Self boarded the vehicle at Stevington Cross.
They both got off at the "Cock." She noticed that while Miss Self had one
foot on the road, the other on the platform, and her hand on the rail, the
bus started. The conductress, Mrs. C. C. Garston, of Barker's Lane,
Goldington, said that Miss Self would not accept any help. "When she
was off, I rang the bell. I looked round and saw her lose her balance and
fall", witness added.
All the above articles found (and copied verbatim) using the
resource of the British Newspaper Archive. Copyright owner: © 2018
Findmypast Newspaper Archive Limited - Proudly presented by
Findmypast in partnership with the British Library.
Mark Jackson
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Browns of Stagsden...
A proper farm shop on a proper
working, family run farm…

YOUR LOCAL FARM
SHOP FOR 2018
¨Home reared and local meat & poultry
¨Local vegetables
¨Deli counter
¨Home made pies
¨Tea room
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday -Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm
Manor Farm | High Street | Stagsden | MK43 8SQ

Phone: 01234 822330
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk
BrownsofStagsden
@browns _ stagsden
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FITNESS SESSIONS AT HARROLD & ODELL COUNTRY PARK
If you have been out walking in Odell Park, Harrold on a Saturday
morning, you might have seen Fitbiznow holding outdoor fitness classes.
Fitbiznow has been running for two years and organises group and
individual sessions for everyone who wants to improve their level of
fitness.
We caught up with the founder and group fitness coach, Jules
Minter, to find out why this is the perfect solution for you. 'If you have a
busy life working, looking after kids or you're a house husband, you need
something that fits into your schedule, but keeps you physically and
mentally alert!'
Jules has always loved health and fitness and the great outdoors.
She wants Fitbiznow to be for people who are intimidated by gyms, the
clique atmosphere of exercise classes and want to be outside for training
after a week trapped inside. It's also for anyone who wants a realistic
exercise programme, with attainable goals which allows for the odd treat
and days off.
Jules is a certified Level 3 Personal Trainer and Level 2 Group
Trainer. She is also a nutritional adviser and a qualified running coach.
The sessions in Odell Park, Harrold
run every Saturday from 9:30am. Your first
session is free and if you are keen to carry
on the cost will be £5 per session. £1 of this
will be donated to the upkeep of the park.
There are no contracts and no joining fees,
you simply pay as you go.

Bring a copy of the
Stevington Magazine
to your first session
for two free lessons.

Sign up on Facebook (Fitbiznow Events), call on 01234 964047 or
email Jules@fitbiznow.co.uk - Jules would love to hear from you. To
find out more, look at www.fitbiznow.co.uk/groupclasses
The group training classes cater for all abilities. It doesn't matter if
you last worked out yesterday or several years ago. The exercises are
adapted for all levels, from bronze to gold. As you progress you will
move up through the levels - imagine reaching the next one. You'll get
a full body workout to develop your upper and lower body strength as
well as plenty of cardio. So, what have you got to lose?!
Martin Copeland
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GARDENING TIPS AND INSPIRATION FROM
PARK END THATCH
The drought we all experienced this summer was
exceptional and many plants have suffered, however
many will have life left in their underground roots and
the August rains would have helped them to recover,
even if you see only shrivelled brown leaves on top.
Brown lawns should eventually regrow; however, it is likely that any lawn
weeds and the coarser grass species would predominate in the initial
stages of recovery. Most shrubs and perennials which were planted 2-3
years ago should recover this autumn if not next spring. Anything you
planted last year, or this spring may not have survived the drought, along
with any plant which had not got their roots well down into the ground or
which you did not give any water.
All plants which you believe to be dead should be dug up and
composted. This is a great opportunity to improve the soil with farmyard
manure and home-made compost, apply generous quantities and dig it
right into the ground. What to choose to fill the gaps? Well, more
droughts are predicted so I would suggest you look at drought tolerant
plants such as Sedums and Euphorbias or flowering shrubs. I have
noticed Penstemon and Lavenders doing well locally. Then there are
more exotic choices such as Phygelius and the hardy varieties of
Agapanthus.
September is a popular time to aerate the lawn with a fork to
10cms or so or use a hollow-tine tool to get air to the roots. Brush in
horticultural grade sharp sand to improve drainage. If you have moss,
use a moss killer and scarify the dead moss and thatch out together,
followed by an autumn lawn food ideally just before rain is forecast. The
trouble with leaving scarification until October is that the grass plants
have insufficient time to recover before the cold and wet of winter.
Personally, I prefer to carry out these cultural jobs in late February or
early March, when the grass plants benefit from the increasing warmth,
spring rains and then we see all those wonderful new blades of grass
appearing in April and May.
Here are some suggestions and ideas to consider for your
gardening 'to do' list.
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SEPTEMBER
Ÿ
Deadhead your flowering perennials to prolong their display. It is
worth deadheading Buddleia back to the tiny new flower buds in
the axils of the next pair of leaves. Butterflies can live until the first
frosts in early November so they need your help in providing fresh
blooms of their favourite plants for as long as possible. Plant
Sedums for food for the butterflies and bees.
Ÿ
Asters are just coming into flower, some of them grow very tall and
will need staking or tying back to an existing support to keep them
tidy. You may be lucky and see a late butterfly feeding on the
nectar of Sedums. If you leave the seed heads on the Goldfinches
may come to feed.
Ÿ
Keep deadheading roses if you want to enjoy those late blooms we
sometimes see in October. Now is the month to train and tie in
those long flexible stems of climbing and rambling roses. Shrub
and bush roses can have their taller stems shortened to avoid
damage or for 'wind-rock' if the site is exposed.
Ÿ
When late flowering clematis has finished blooming prune the plant
back to its allotted space.
Ÿ
Cut back other climbing plants to keep them away from downpipes,
gutters and from growing under roof tiles or into thatch.
Ÿ
If you have forgotten to trim your evergreens this year, do it in early
September but not severely as spring or early summer is the best
time to shape them.
Ÿ
Keep container soil moist and free from those autumn leaves
which collect and prevent rain from getting at the roots of your
plants.
Ÿ
By September, herbaceous perennials can show signs of dying
back. To tidy up, cut off the dead leaves, stems and compost
them. If the compost bin is dry give it a bucket or two of water to
moisten the contents which will reactivate the biological processes.
Ÿ
Now is the time to buy new bulbs such as scilla, chinodoxa,
muscari, narcissus and crocuses all look wonderful when growing
in short grass. Try planting spring bulbs in broad drifts under trees.
Alliums come in a wide variety of sizes and colours combining well
with summer flowering herbaceous perennials or between
lavender or Buxus plants.
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Ÿ

Ÿ

On the vegetable plot clear all spent foliage and compost it. Fork
over the ground and plant Pak Choi, Lambs lettuce and perennial
spinach. Leave the rhubarb plants to take the goodness from the
stalks back into their roots ready for next year. Pick the last of the
cultivated blackberries. Pick runner beans every day and if you
want seeds for next year leave a few on the plant to mature drying
them off a bit in a dry airy place before extracting the seeds.
Harvest from your tree fruit, wash and dry the fruits before keeping
in the fridge for a few weeks or boil and freeze in small blocks for
longer storage. The wonderful crop of wild plums we had 2 years
ago were made into a pickle, a fruity brown sauce and a chutney.
The plum sauce was delicious and I have made more from the
frozen store. Try wrapping apples in newspaper and storing in a
cool, dark and airy place. They will need checking once a week for
going soft or growing mould. I usually put old stored apples out for
the birds to peck at in the lean months of January and February.

OCTOBER
Ÿ
Most jobs remaining on the September 'to do' list can be done early
in October.
Ÿ
Cut down Buddlejas to shoulder height to reduce the damaging
effects of 'wind-rock'.
Ÿ
If you would like a cheerful evergreen container by the door, plant
it up before winter and choose some violas to smile at you each
time you pass by. Remember to put crocks for drainage in the
base and water the container regularly.
Ÿ
If we experience an early leaf drop, do collect up those leaves
which fall on your lawn. If left they inhibit light and moisture to the
lawn grass and can encourage lawn moulds. Put the collected
leaves in a black plastic sack, prod once with a fork, close the top
and put out of the way in the shade. In a year or so the leaves will
have rotted down into leaf-mould which can be used in potting or
in improving the texture of heavy soil.
Ÿ
Collect up and compost fallen, rotting fruit from your trees. If left it
can introduce disease into your fruit tree e.g. brown rot in the
apples which remain on your trees.
Ÿ
Keep mowing the grass, now on a higher cut and collect the leaves
at the same time. Together they will rot faster.
Ÿ
There will be berries on your garden shrubs and in the field
hedgerows for birds and small mammals to eat.
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Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

If you would like to plant something to benefit wildlife, look around
your friends' gardens and in the garden centre to see which
berrying shrubs you like that would suit your garden. Make a note
to go and buy and to put in those plants next spring.
Insects and small creatures will be looking for safe places to
hibernate. Many head for trees and areas thick with shrubs.
Moths can also hibernate in long grass if it can be left undisturbed.
I recently learned that spiders can predate on butterfly chrysalis,
maybe it's time to clear the cobwebs out of the shed.
On the vegetable plot tidy up any remaining debris, fork over the
ground and top-dress with well rotted farmyard manure or garden
compost. The rain and frost will continue to improve its decomposition and the worms will take down all the small pieces into the soil.

NOVEMBER
Ÿ
Now is the time to plant tulip bulbs in the ground. Plant them really
deeply and follow the planting instructions which come with them.
Try some short-stemmed varieties and plant up a couple of
containers to trial for their performance next year.
Ÿ
Lift Begonias early in the month and before the first frost and
Dahlias after it. Clean off all soil and dead pieces, put them upside
down in a cardboard box in compost and store in a dark airy place
over winter.
Ÿ
Some of us like to cut down the dead herbaceous plant material at
the start of winter, others prefer to leave it until late spring knowing
that this will provide cover and protection for wildlife throughout the
cold winter months. One year the local song thrush found a vast
number of snails to eat from our garden in February, we found
dozens of broken shells around flat stones I had left there for the
purpose.
Ÿ
Keep fleece to hand ready to wrap around Camellias, Rhododendrons, Bay or any other tender plant you have left outside which
needs protection from frost, cold winds or low temperatures. I find
fixing the fleece with clothes pegs quick and easy especially if the
job must be carried out in the dark!
Please let me know if there is a subject you would like me to write
about, by email to info@susanyoungdesign.co.uk or contact the editors.
Susan Young
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HARROLD ODELL COUNTRY PARK NEWS
We are going through some very exciting
times. Back in December 2017, I got together with Katie Lewis, the
Bedford Borough Council Events and Volunteer Coordinator to apply for
a Queen's Award for Voluntary Service (QAVS) for our Friends Group.
It is the equivalent of an MBE for voluntary groups.
I wanted to do something that would properly thank them for the
many hours of free work they put into the park every week and during the
monthly task days. We were not certain that we would be considered
because the criteria were very strict.
The Lord Lieutenant came and grilled the Chairman, David Taylor,
for 3 hours before going out to speak to the volunteers who were working
in the park that day. No information about whether we had been
successful was forthcoming for several months.
We subsequently discovered that we HAD been successful and on
2 June we were finally able to announce it to the members of the group.
As nominees, there was an invitation extended to a representative of the
group to attend the Queen's garden party at Buckingham Palace.
Member's names were put into a hat and the lucky one was Peter
Almond, our bird monitor, and his wife Patricia. By all accounts, they had
a wonderful day and the Queen actually attended on the day they were
there.
The presentation happened on 16 July at Odell Parish Hall. The
Chairman was presented with a crystal engraved with the Queen's logo.
It was decided that going forward, whoever was Chairperson would be
the custodian of the crystal. Active members also got official pins with
the crown symbol. A
certificate,
personally
signed by the Queen
was
presented
to
Lindsey Alton who had
been nominated for this
task. Going forward, the
group has permission to
Presenting the Certificate to
duplicate this and a
Lindsey Alton
framed copy has gone
Before the Party
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Presenting the Certificate
to Lindsey Alton

up on the wall outside
the Ranger's office. We
are also entitled to use
the logo on the website
and
any
publicity
material. It is indeed a
special honour. Only
250 of these have been
granted in the whole
country. They thoroughly deserve it!
Other news
Thanks to a grant of £3,000 from Harrold Parish Council made to
the Friends Group last year, we now have a state of the art pond dipping
platform in Kingfisher Lake. A further £1,800 came from car park
donations and Peter Hall of Carlton was commissioned to construct it.
Metal post holders had to be sunk into the lake bed and a series of oak
posts inserted into them on which to build the platform. Because the
entrance is in the river meadow where the cattle are, a lockable gate was
put on to stop them climbing on it. They already think that it's an
excellent scratching post.
More surprisingly, the wildlife immediately started using it. The
dragonfly nymphs in the lake have been using the posts to crawl out
when it's time to hatch into the adult insect. Very quickly, birds, particularly starlings discovered their equivalent of MacDonalds. Until the
emerging insects have expanded their wings enough to be able to fly,
they are sitting targets for birds. There are currently thousands of
dragonflies buzzing round the park so a few casualties in the name of
bird food are not going to matter - a great example of a food chain in
action.
In May the Environment Agency and Wildlife Trust came out to do
some extensive work alongside the river. Historically, there was a small
backwater that was a sanctuary for small fish in times of flood. If they
get caught in the main current they get swept away. It had silted up
some time ago. They invested about £28,000 in getting it dug out so the
river would flood back in. They repaired the eroded cattle drink further
down and packed it with large granite chippings. A bench on the
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riverbank was found to be rotten and taken out. It was recently replaced
with a new one as this is a valued viewpoint.
To finish off, they pegged coconut matting laced with reeds to the
new pond. All the mud that was dug out has been carefully placed
around the copse of trees half way along the meadow. These have been
seeded with a meadow mix in order to create wildflower and butterfly
banks. Finally, the river has been stocked with 3000 young Barbel. The
river was once a mecca for anglers trying to catch some really big
specimens of this fish but due to old age, most of them have died out.
This restocking will help to boost the numbers.
Finally, we have gained yet another award, The Green Flag for
outstanding greenspace. That means we have won it for 11 years in a
row.
Dates for your Diary
Fire Brigade Fun Day 2pm-4pm Saturday 1 Sept
Come and meet your local Fire Fighters and get safety advice, browse
their static displays etc. This is in aid of the Fire Fighter’s Charity. Come
down to the overflow car park to enjoy the fun.
Contact
janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk or call 07585 908821
Health Walks (September 6 & 20, October 4 & 18)
These are held every other Thursday. Leaders: Janet Munro and
Lindsey Alton. We meet outside the woodland entrance to the Dragonfly
Café at 10.30am for registration. This is a national scheme aimed at
improving your health and wellbeing and making new friends. We walk
for an hour after which there is an option to have a coffee and a natter in
the café. Contact janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk or call 07585 908821.
Friends Group Task Days (September 24, October 18)
Volunteers meet once a month to carry out a variety of tasks around the
park. They come to the park office at 10am on the last Monday of the
month (a week earlier if a bank holiday). You bring a packed lunch old
clothes & sturdy boots. We supply gloves, refreshments and tools.
Contact Richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk or call 07792 721866.
Janet Munro - Country Park Guardian
Photos courtesy of Janet Munro
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