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VILLAGE DIARY
June
5 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. An Ideal Husband. Village Hall
9 Stevington Guitar Concert. Village Hall. (see page 17)
9 Celebrate the Countryside. Hill House Farm. (see page 31)
12 Evening Art Classes start. Royal George. (see page 28)
12 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Swan Lake. Village Hall
14 WI The Evil Sheriff of Bedford. Church Room 7.30pm
16 The Snarling Beasties. Royal George
16 Children’s Craft & Fun Club. Baptist Hall. 2pm (see page 33)
20 Cinema Club. Film. Finding Your Feet. Village Hall
24 Summer Arts & Crafts Fair. Royal George.

July
1 Stevington Open Gardens. (see page 22)
5 Cinema Club. Musical. Everybody’s Talking About Jamie. Village Hall
10 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
11 Parish Council Meeting. Village Hall. 7.30pm
12 WI Members BBQ
14 Nature Ramble for Families. Church Room. 9.30am–12.30pm (see p 24)
19 Cinema Club. Film. Paddington 2. Village Hall
21 Children’s Craft & Fun Club. Baptist Hall. 2pm (see page 33)
28 Eight Spires Way (see page 45)

August
19 Magazine Copy Date (Sunday)
18 Children’s Craft & Fun Club. Baptist Hall. 2pm (see page 33)

September
6 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Julie. Village Hall
7 & 8 Stevington Guitar Concert. Village Hall. (see page 17)
15 Golf Day & BBQ. The Royal George. (see page 22)
27 Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. King Lear. Village Hall

October
15 Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Mayerling. Village Hall
20 Litter Pick. Meet Village Hall. 10am-12pm.
28 Cinema Club. Live Opera Broadcast. Die Walkure. Village Hall
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June 2018

No. 185
HELLO STEVINGTON!

Lots of congratulations are due in this edition!
The Stevington Football Club has had another good season and
the First Team has won the Britannia Cup. See page 19 for full report.
Well done to everyone involved.
Steve Cole, Richard & Jean Blayney and Barbara Collins were
nominated in the Small Group Category for a High Sheriff Citizenship
Award for all of the good work they do putting on events at the Village
Hall. They were awarded a Certificate of Commendation. See page 18
for more details. Thank you to you all for the work you do for us.
Finally the Stevington 12K Run on 13 May was a tremendous
success. A record number of entrants – about 240 I believe. There was
loads of positive feedback from the runners on the day and glowing
reports and thankyous on Facebook. Well done to the organisers and
all the volunteers who helped on the day.
Stevington Cinema Club goes from strength to strength with an
expanding diary of live broadcasts. See page 47 for details of what is on
in the coming months. If you haven’t tried it yet why not give it a go? It’s
a great opportunity to see something that you wouldn’t have even
considered attending in London with the travel and costs involved.
Stevington will be opening its Gardens to the world on 1 July (see
page 22). Take advantage of tips from Susan Young on page 52.
If you fancy dusting off your walking boots and taking part in the
inaugural Eight Spires Walk linking all 8 churches of the Chellington
Team Ministry then you can find the details on page 45. It includes St.
Mary’s Stevington – although of course it has a tower not a spire!
Have a wonderful summer everyone!
Heather and Keith
NEXT MAGAZINE
The next edition of the Stevington Magazine should be delivered
sometime around 1-2 September 2018. The last day for receipt of copy
for that Magazine is Sunday 19 August 2018. Articles should reach
Heather and Keith Parkinson (Old Paddock, Church Road, Tel. 826677,
email stevington.magazine@googlemail.com) on that day, although
we will be delighted to receive copy at any time before then.
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THANK YOU
Thank you to our many friends and wonderfully
caring family who made our Diamond Wedding evening
on 24 March at the Royal George such a memorable
occasion.
We received many cards, including one from Her
Majesty, flowers, gifts and donations for the Air Ambulance (MAGPAS)
for which they were extremely grateful – thank you to those who donated.
Lastly thank you to the mystery person who left a surprise gift on
the front doorstep!
Margaret & Peter Jackson
FRANIE
Thank you so much to all who attended Franie's funeral. Particular
thanks to Georgina Wincott and Paul O'Flynn for their very kind and
amusing words. Also of course, to Lee for his reading of the poem.
Franie had more or less withdrawn from village life over the past
four years or so, but she used to be a really enthusiastic partygoer.
Nobody, myself included, had realised just how withdrawn she had
become.
Who will forget her love of sometimes very bizarre hats - very often
baseball caps which were even worn to funerals! Also her weird and
wonderful scarves worn in all weathers and, probably the most
memorable of all, her shoes with the toes repaired with insulation tape
and held on with rubber bands after having been nibbled by mice!
Rest in peace with your husband Paul my good friend.
Finally my sincere thanks to Rick Skelley who gave up many hours
to assist in sorting and clearing Warwick Cottage. I could not have done
it on my own.
Thank you Rick.
Barbara Collins

Photographs as credited. Cover drawing by Anne Stileman
Opinions expressed in the Stevington Magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the Editor. Some features may be kept for future issues.
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FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
TO ANYONE WHO HAS SERVED AS A STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCILLOR OR
CLERK IN THE PAST.
As you may know, new GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) come into force on 25 May 2018. As part of the Parish Council's
preparation to meet these new rules could we ask that, if you have
retained any PII (Personally Identifiable Information) from your time in
post, especially if it is on a Parish Council document and stored on a
computer, hard drive, cloud or mobile phone, you delete it. Paper
storage must also be secure. Relevant information is any more than two
things that would personally identify someone, such as a name,
telephone number, address, birth date or email address as this can be
stolen and used for identity fraud. It is an organisation's responsibility to
ensure that data is stored securely and used for legitimate purposes
only.
If you have any questions please email the Clerk at
stevingtonpc@live.co.uk.
Many thanks.
Tricia Lennie
Clerk - Stevington Parish Council

Wanted - Assistant Secretary
Remuneration and responsibilities to be agreed
The Village Hall needs help and support from a willing Administrative Assistant. We can agree responsibilities around your hours,
but the duties will principally comprise administering the Hall bookings and various events, liaising with users and general support to
the Chair and the Committee. Skills will require good organisational abilities, use of email, and preferably use (not design) of the
website booking system.
Hours and time are flexible, and we can agree time input and
reward to suit both the applicant and the Committee. In the first
instance contact info@stevingtonvillagehall.org.uk or one of the
Committee.
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Mason’s Walling
All kinds of dry
stone and
mortared
stone walling
work, from
repairs to new
build, from field walls to garden
features.
DSWA professional
member, fully insured.
Visit masonswalling.co.uk, call Tim
on 07852 230745 or email
masonswalling@hotmail.co.uk
… for beautiful walls that last

Luxury guest accommodation for you or your guests.
Homemade cake on arrival.
All rooms ensuite, bathrobes, homemade biscuits on hospitality tray.
Flat screen TV's, own guest lounge.
Top quality breakfast served with eggs from our own chickens.
Doubles, twins, and a family room available.
Please ring Joanne for room rates
01234 823454
email: gardenrooms10@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk
10 Bedford Road, Stagsden
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Village based, individual or group yoga
to relax, renew and restore balance
www.francesnewmanyoga.co.uk
email: francesnewmanyoga@gmail.com

07815 643 366
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A LARGE BAG COSTS £35

STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT
APRIL 2017 - MARCH 2018
Parish Councillors:
Paul O’Flynn (Chair)
Pete Fisher (Vice Chair)
Sarah Bush
Andrew Lockwood
Graham Read
Sam Stapleton
Jane Thomas
Clerk to the Parish Council:
Tricia Lennie
The Parish Council
Writing this report provides an opportunity to look back over the
last year and reflect on the wide variety of areas covered both during and
outside the Parish Council meetings.
We are delighted that so many people from our wonderful village
take the time to attend our regular meetings and also attended the ‘drop
in sessions’ for the Neighbourhood Plan.
We would like to remind villagers that at the beginning of every
Parish Council meeting anyone is welcome to come and ask questions
of the Parish Council for the first 15 minutes. Parish Council meetings
are now always held in the Village Hall so we are more accessible to
more of the village. The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall at
7.30pm on Wednesday 11 July.
Stevington Parish Council would like to thank Tricia Lennie for her
first year as Parish Clerk. It has been a busy year for Tricia having to
learn the rules and regulations and attending the appropriate courses.
Financial Report April 2017- March 2018
The Parish Council started the financial year with funds of £20,134.
We received funds of £32,455.88 made up from the precept of
£14,000, a grant of £6,586 from Groundworks for Neighbourhood
Planning, a grant from the Big Lottery Fund of £5,579 for two new
defibrillators including installation and maintenance, an insurance
payment for Cross repairs and smaller grants from other sources.
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Expenditure for 2017/18 has been £30,807.47. The major items of
expenditure (excluding VAT) have been £7,090 on Neighbourhood Plan
costs and £4,361.75 on salary for our clerks (including a handover
period) marking a 17% decrease from 2016/2017. Grounds maintenance of the Village Hall cost £1,260 and St. Mary’s Churchyard £1,100.
A further £2,718.42 has been spent on the Neighbourhood Plan from
Parish expenses in addition to the grants awarded and £1,939.85 on
insurance for both the Parish Council and the Village Hall. Play Area
training at £726.74, and maintenance at £1,018.10 has also been a
significant expenditure.
The annual accounts were approved at our meeting on 9 May 2018
and
will
be
uploaded
to
our
website
at
http://Stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk.
All approved financial
documents are available by request from our clerk who can be contacted
at stevingtonpc@live.co.uk.
The Parish Council will be submitting its annual return to the
external auditors by the audit date of 1 July 2018.
Council Meetings
The council has met 6 times over the year for routine meetings
including an Annual Parishioners Meeting, plus one extraordinary
meeting in December 2017 to discuss the Neighbourhood Plan.
Neighbourhood Plan
The draft plan document is being updated based on the SPA
Capacity Report commissioned by the Parish Council, once the edit is
completed the full document will be made available to the village to
review and comment on prior to submission to the Borough Council for
its assessment. We hope to have this final edit completed and published
to the village by the end of this month.
Windmill
The structural repairs began on the windmill in mid-April, the
millwrights Dorothea will be on site for a period of between 10 and 12
weeks during which access to the mill will be restricted on occasions for
safety reasons. The primary focus of the repairs will be on the main
trestle that has sustained water ingress damage, plus investigation and
remediation of any other related issues. Dorothea will also be assessing
the main post bearings with a view to enabling the mill to be able to be
turned on a regular basis, which is recommended to reduce weathering
damage to the face of the mill.
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Appearance of the Village
The Parish Council has recently entered into a maintenance
contract to ensure that the village furniture is kept in good condition over
the next year. The benefits of this programme of work can already be
seen with the refurbishment of the standpipes and benches.
The Cross
It has been a challenging year for the Cross, which has now been
damaged twice. Firstly, when the village suffered from increased traffic
for several months and more recently as a result of a car accident at the
Cross during a temporary diversion.
The Parish Council has been in discussion with the Borough
Council and English Heritage regarding the repair of this ancient
monument. We are delighted to say that the repairs are due to be
undertaken over the next couple of months.
Highways
The Parish Council works in partnership with the Borough and its
contractors to ensure that the highways throughout Stevington are
maintained. Potholes have become an ever more pressing issue in the
last few months after the difficult weather conditions. The Parish Council
will continue to highlight them to the Borough as soon as they appear –
quite a challenge!
Please take note: Could residents ensure that pavements are
passable for people with pushchairs and mobility scooters as well
as pedestrians.
Flooding in Court Lane
As many of you know residents in Court Lane have been subject
to flooding over the last year, which is threatening their homes. With the
support of the Parish Council and our Borough Councillor, meetings
have recently been held with residents to discuss the issue and the
Borough Council is investigating the situation and has promised to report
back with recommendations by the end of June 2018. The Parish
Council will continue to monitor the situation.
Village Hall
The Parish Council is the owner of the Village Hall and works
closely with the Village Hall Management Committee which consists of
six trustees three of whom are officers of the Charity (Chair, Secretary
and Treasurer), the Parish Council representative and two others. The
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remaining clubs and societies in Stevington are part of the Committee
but not as Trustees.
The Parish Council has set up a working group led by Pete Fisher,
Vice Chair of the Parish Council, to undertake a feasibility study into
building a new village hall or the extensive renovation of the current hall.
The findings will be available for consultation at a later date.
The Parish Council would like to thank those who work so hard to
make the events in the Village Hall such a success. We would particularly like to thank the Chair, Steve Cole, as well as the Committee for
their commitment to improving the Village Hall for all villagers.
The Royal George and the Red Lion
The Parish Council would like to thank Nigel and his team at the
Royal George for the work they do in entertaining the village. The recent
Bank Holiday music event was a great success.
We also look forward to the opening of the Red Lion in due course.
Playground Equipment
A Stevington resident has volunteered to monitor the condition of
the playground equipment on behalf of the Parish Council. We would
like to thank Gina Thompson for her tireless work in ensuring that all the
necessary checks and inspections are undertaken and actions taken to
remedy any issues.
Footpaths and Bridleways
Footpaths and Bridleways are a vital part of our village and various
works have been undertaken to ensure access is maintained and
improved. The condition of certain footpaths continues to be a challenge
and the Parish Council has an ongoing relationship with the Borough to
ensure they are safe to use for villagers.
Bulky Waste Visit
In the last year the Borough Council continued to provide a Bulky
Waste Collection. The latest collection took place on Sunday 6 May
2018 and, on the whole, was a very successful morning for villagers.
Unfortunately one or two residents left their rubbish unattended at the
Cross and at Foxbrook expecting others to load it into the lorries. I would
urge everyone to follow the rules if we want the bulky waste to continue
to visit the village.
The Parish Council would like to thank all the volunteers who
helped to tidy up afterwards.
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Litter Pick
The Parish Council and the Women’s Institute ran successful litter
picks over the last year in an effort to tidy up the village. We would like
to thank everyone for taking part in this valuable exercise. We hope that
the village will continue to support this.
Date of the Next Litter Pick is Saturday 20 October 2018
Email:
Internet:

stevingtonpc@live.co.uk
http://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk
www.stevington.org.uk

BEDFORD BOROUGH NEWS
Bedford Borough Local Plan 2035
Unfortunately, the consultation of the Borough Local Plan 2035
that ended in March showed that the Colworth Garden Village could not
be delivered at the present time.
The Village would have delivered 2,500 houses up to 2035 with a
further 2,000 beyond that date. It would have delivered a new access to
both the Colworth Business Park and Santa Pod to take the traffic away
from the rural roads and Sharnbrook Village and a railway station to take
traffic from the A6.
The success of the scheme relied on agreement between the site
promoter and the operator of Santa Pod to enable appropriate noise
mitigation measures to be put into place. After extensive negotiation the
operator of Santa Pod does not support the proposal and has not
entered into an agreement with the promoter of Colworth Garden Village.
This means that this 2035 Local Plan is not sound and could not
be progressed.
So, moving forward, officers will review the evidence base. They
are considering the possibility of changing the timescale which means
that the number of dwellings required would be reduced. Other options
are being considered as well.
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The priority is to get a ‘sound’ plan, a plan for delivering growth.
This is the best way to ensure continuing the delivery of the homes that
are needed and to protect communities and the countryside from speculative development. It also enables those groups preparing Neighbourhood Development Plans to make progress.
The timescale for the second local plan Regulation 19 is the 6
weeks consultation to start in September 2018 and to submit the Local
Plan for Independent examination before the end of December 2018.
Flooding in Stevington
This has been a bigger problem in recent years. Highway and
Flooding Officers from the Borough met with myself, members of the
Parish Council and concerned residents in Court Lane to review ways to
relieve the problem.
There was agreement that the highways engineer will fit one-way
valves in Court Lane. This work will help manage the flow of the two
water courses (highway runoff and environmental water). Highways will
schedule the work as soon as possible. Work will continue with regular
checking and cleaning of debris at the grating of Court Lane drain.
The Environmental Officers will work together to find a longer-term
solution and to send a strategy to the Parish Council by the end of June.
They will identify flood specialists and obtain 3 quotations covering what
could be done to alleviate the flooding in the centre of the village.
Possibilities are the diversion or holding of flood water in natural ponds
or at barriers higher up the water course.
River Festival
I do hope you are looking forward to the River Festival in July.
There will be lots to see and do. There will be great music on the music
stages, the fair and many activities taking place on the river plus the
procession. Please go the River Festival website to see what is on offer.
The other source of what is on in Bedford Borough is to go to the
Love Bedford site. Villages can also access the site to promote their
village activities.

Councillor Pat Olney
Telephone 01234 824384
Email
pat.olney@btopenworld.com
Website
www.patolney.wordpress.com
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Save your time & money

MS Tree Care

For All Household Needs!

Martyn Smith
Arboriculturist with
over 10 years
experience

Professional Affordable
Domestic Cleaning Company
Regular / One off Cleans
Spring/After Party/House Move Cleans
Friendly Efficient Trustworthy Reliable
& Local!
Fully insured

Ÿ All tree and hedge work
undertaken
Ÿ 24 hour emergency call out
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Stump grinding
Ÿ Fully insured

No contracts

References can be supplied
Call for a free no obligation home
appraisal
01234 306485 or 07821 700320
saveyourtimeandmoney@yahoo.co.uk
www.save-your-time.co.uk

01234 851235 / 07712 050068
mstreecare@btinternet.com

Alex Stubbs Flooring
Carpets, Vinyls,
& Laminates.
Supplied & Fitted.
07976 260572
01234 240954
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07918 734917
or
01234 824617
3 Court Lane, Stevington, BEDS

Village Litter Pick
Saturday 20 October. 10am to 12 noon
Meet at Village Hall

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATORS
To access these in an emergency situation,
please dial 999 immediately. The call
handler will provide you with the code for
the cabinet lock.
The defibrillators are located in:
Ÿ
Red telephone box near the cross in
Church Road
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Village Hall
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Baptist
Chapel Hall, West End.
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HARROLD MEDICAL PRACTICE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTIONS
Due to the dwindling number of prescriptions we have collected
over the past few years, Barbara and Pat have decreased the number
of visits to Harrold. There is now one collection (on a Wednesday)
every four weeks – so it is even more important to get your repeat
requests to the surgery in good time.
Please continue to tick the items required and write a large letter
‘S’ on the front page of your form. The prescriptions will continue to be
delivered to your door immediately on collection. It is helpful if we know
of any non-regular collections being requested and if a regular
collection is not required. The dates for next year are:
Barbara (822296)
30 May
25 July
17 October
14 November
9 January 2019

Pat (823250)
27 June
22 August
19 September
12 December
Barbara Collins and Pat Pickup

MOBILE LIBRARY
The Mobile Library will be visiting The Cross at Stevington
between 13:30-13:50 on the following Wednesdays:
June
6, 20
July
4, 18
August
1, 15, 29
September
12, 26
Come along and see Arthur - to borrow books, spoken word
items and much more! New members are welcome, just bring some ID
printed with your name and address to join the Library.
Please remember now we have our new vehicle you must bring
your Library card every time you visit the Mobile Library.
There are a number of items available including fiction, nonfiction, large print and spoken word CDs.
For further enquiries, please contact
Kempston Library on 01234 276453.
James Smiles, Library Manager
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At the time of writing only 10 tickets
are left for Woody Mann’s concert and film
about Reverend Gary Davis on 9 June so
I am confident we have another
Stevington Guitar Concerts sell out.
Thank you for your tremendous support.
Proceeds from this gig are being
donated to Stevington Village Hall.
We are delighted to announce our next concert on 7 & 8
September 2018.

Tim Edey
Adam Bulley and Chas
MacKenzie

Two headline acts on one night. This will be an evening with a
strong Celtic feel.
Tim Edey is an incredible guitarist with a style all of his own. He
plays worldwide, recently returning from a tour of Japan with the
Chieftains. He is a great singer, extremely engaging with the audience,
and just to add to the mix he is a virtuoso concertina player.
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Adam Bulley and Chas MacKenzie play jigs, reels, rock, classical,
a bit of Led Zeppelin and everything in between. They are almost
impossible to pigeon hole, maybe simply brilliant and extremely funny
would be my best attempt to describe them.
Despite no advertising taking place to date we have had several
emails checking if this gig is really happening and asking for tickets to be
held.
Don’t miss it, Tickets go on sale, exclusively on our website
www.stevingtonguitarconcerts.co.uk on 1 July.
John Duffield

HIGH SHERIFF CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 2018
The Office of High Sheriff is an independent non-political Royal
appointment. The origins of the Office date back to Saxon times, when
the 'Shire Reeve' was responsible to the king for the maintenance of law
and order within the shire, or county, and for the collection and return of
taxes due to the Crown. Today High Sheriffs actively lend support and
encouragement to a number of organisations including the voluntary
sector.
Every year the High Sheriff presents an award to individuals or
groups which have added value to and made an impact on their local
community. This year, in the Small Group Category, Steve Cole,
Richard and Jean Blayney and Barbara Collins were recognised for their
willing support to a wide number of Stevington events. Over many years,
without them many of these events would not have happened. They are
ever-present to help with technical (music, lighting, staging), organisational (logistics, ticketing, equipment, seating) and physical support
(such as setting up, hands on the day, helping with teas and clearing up
afterwards).
Sadly, they didn't win the Small Group Award, but were awarded a
Certificate of Commendation, which, hopefully, will be displayed in the
Village Hall for all to see.
We thank them for all their time and effort and congratulate them
on receiving the award.
Roger Penney
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STEVINGTON FOOTBALL CLUB
Once again we are extremely proud to report that
both the First and Reserve terms completed what turned
out to be a long drawn out season. Both teams had a
considerable number of games postponed due to the wet
weather and the ‘Beast from the East’ cold spell during the
winter. This resulted in a lot of night games at the end of
the season, sometimes requiring us to play four games in
eight days with teams selected from depleted squads as players were
unavailable due to work commitments and travel logistics.
However both teams performed well throughout the season with
the 2017/18 statistics as follows:
First Team – Premier Division: Finished 11th of 16,
played 28, won 10, drawn 7, lost 11, scored 54 goals,
conceded 52 goals, goal difference +2, and 36 points.
Britannia Cup: Winners
Reserve Team - Third Division: Finished 13th of 15,
played 28, won 6, drawn 2, lost 20, scored 49 goals,
conceded 81 goals, goal difference -32 and 13 points.
The First Team started the season well and hit
a rich vein of form midway through the season which
saw them lead the division, albeit for one game.
They lost a bit of momentum just after the New Year
due to a combination of injuries to key players and
player unavailability due to work commitments and holidays. At one
stage the three goalkeepers that we had signed on were all unavailable
due to injuries.
However, they were fortunate enough to be able to field strong
sides in the final three Britannia Cup games, beating local rivals Oakley
4-1 in the quarter-final at home (Pavenham), then beating league leaders
Shefford and Campton First Team 2-1 away in the semi-final.
The final against Caldecote AFC was held at Kempston Rovers on
very warm May Day Bank Holiday Monday evening. Both teams started
well and Stevington had to deal with a number of set pieces from free
kicks and corners before starting to take control of the game. Stevington
took the lead just before half time through Keiran Souter, capitalising on
a defensive error with a well taken goal.
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From the start of the second half Stevington continued to dominate
and were by far the better side. They forced Caldecote further back into
their own half and caused problems every time they attacked. Caldecote
then had a man sent off for a second yellow card and minutes later Billy
Roberts scored with a 40 yard rocket to make it 2-0. Bill Pinney, with
some quick and clever footwork in the penalty area, then made it 3-0
before Aaron Hewitt hit a sublime finish from an acute angle late in
stoppage time to make it 4-0. The team had great support amongst the
crowd of 225 people, most of whom agreed that the result was a fair
reflection of the game and that Stevington would have finished
comfortable winners even if Caldecote hadn’t been reduced to 10 men.
The club has a strong affinity with Caldecote AFC going back some
50 years. After the game their club stalwarts and officials Sid Fage, Mick
Swales and Richard Maudlin came over to join the team to congratulate
them on their win and the way they played and to reminisce about games
between us over the years. They left us saying ‘have a good night
celebrating as Dennis King would have been proud of you all and how
you all played this evening’. I might be biased but I thought that was a
fantastic and fitting way to say cheerio to us.
The Reserves, playing in a revamped Division Three found their
league a bit tougher this year. However, once they found a settled side
they put together some really good performances and got some good
wins against the leading sides.
It was good to see that the Reserves were able to provide players
to support the First team throughout the season, especially the Saturday
before the cup final. The First team was virtually all made up of reserve
players, some with youth on their side and some more reliant on
experience. There’s not many teams where players get selected for the
first team at the ages of 59 (Steff Watts), 55 (Clinton Tatham) and 48, 11
months and 51 weeks (Darren King)! The team played well in the
sweltering heat and held Ickwell and Old Warden to 1-1 for most of the
game before their legs started to fail, eventually losing 4-1.
We would like to take the opportunity to give recognition to the
sterling efforts of Aaron Coker and A J O’Reilly for their roles as First
Team Managers, Matt Coles Reserve Team Manager, Gareth King Club
Secretary and Darren King for cutting the playing field, marking the pitch
etc. It takes a lot of time, hard work and commitment and their combined
efforts ensure the village keeps its football club going for everyone’s
benefit and enjoyment.
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Stevington FC 2017/18 Britannia Cup Winners

We sincerely hope that we are able to keep everyone together,
players and backroom staff, for next season and continue to build on the
progress being made at the club.
Our priority going forward is to look at what is required to upgrade
our changing rooms, showers and referee’s accommodation in the
village hall to enable the first team to play their home games back in the
village. We are extremely grateful of Pavenham for allowing us to use
their facilities, but like the saying goes, ‘there’s no place like home’,
especially for a home football match!
We will be liaising with the Village Hall Committee to see what can
be done to achieve this for the benefit of everyone that uses the facilities
and working with the Bedfordshire Football Association to see what
‘grass roots funding’ is available to assist with the works.
As always we would like to thank our followers for their on-going
support and look forward to your support next season and to thank Nigel
and all the team at the Royal George for their sponsorship and after
match hospitality.
Shane King
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Thank you to Kathy Brown for
giving FOSM the opportunity to manage
the teas and cakes for her open gardens
event on 7 May. Kathy’s garden was
magnificent and the May Bank holiday
weather was perfect, visitors had a
wonderful
afternoon
and
many
commented ‘this village is delightful’. I
think we all agree.
Thank you to everyone who baked a cake, helped on the day and
supported the event. We made £308.50 which will be put to good use.
Stevington Open Gardens
Sunday 1 July, 12 midday to 5pm.
Many of you have now pledged to open your garden for the
afternoon, thank you, we are delighted with the enthusiasm shown. If
you are undecided and would like to know a little more please call
Chrissie Galley on 823276 or Fran Newman on 824626. If you could
help on the day with plant sales, teas, raffle then please get in touch
email:fosmteam@gmail.com.
Golf Day
Saturday 15 September.
Bedford and County Golf Club, Green
Lane, Clapham.
This event is for teams of 4 golfers
so please begin to invite your friends
now. The golf club is also prepared to
run a taster session for anyone wishing
to try golf for the first time if we get
enough interest. We are privileged to be
able to hold the event the week after the
club’s championship; consequently, the
course will be in pristine condition.
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In the evening there will be live music and a BBQ at the Royal
George for golfers and their families.
If you can support us by donating a prize for the event please have
a word with Tricia Lennie, Dave Taylor, John Duffield or via
fosmteam@gmail.com.
Entry forms are in the Church Room and the Royal George.
Improvements in the Church Room
FOSM have been able to fund the installation of several new power
sockets in the Church Room which will make the layout of the room more
flexible and lessen the need for trailing extension leads in the future.
Broadband
Broadband and Wi-Fi connection should be available in the Church
Room from June. Anyone using the Church Room will be able to access
the internet if they wish. Starting in the Autumn we plan to run some
workshops for anyone who wants to develop their IT skills, learn how to
get the best from their tablet, phone or PC.
Best wishes and thank you
Bob Westwood is resigning as a trustee of FOSM. Bob has been
a trustee since day one; he was our treasurer until recently and has
supported every event we have arranged. We are delighted to have his
ongoing support and thank him for all the hard work he has carried out
as a trustee.
John Duffield

COURT LANE LANDSCAPES LTD.
All types of garden work undertaken
Maintenance, Renovation, Design, Lawn and
Hedge Contracts, Tree Felling, Paths, Patios &
Sheds
Call Magnus Lennie
Tel: 01234 825169 Mob: 07713 257409
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STEVINGTON HISTORICAL TRUST
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER:
1086669
www.stevingtonhistoricaltrust.org.uk

Nature Ramble for Families
Saturday 14 July 9.30am – 12.30pm
Starting at the Church Room
This is an opportunity for children, accompanied by their parents,
to search for bugs, and to name plants, birds and trees on the Stevington
footpaths under the guidance of local expert, Pat Knight.
This event was inspired by the Trust’s latest book Stevington: The
Natural History of a Bedfordshire Parish and The Lost Words, a book by
Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris, which won the Beautiful Book of
the Year award in 2017 and was the Hay Festival Book of the Year in the
same year.
In 2007, the new edition of the Oxford Junior Dictionary introduced
new words such as ‘broadband’ while others, describing the natural
world, disappeared. The Lost Words makes no mention of the dictionary
and Macfarlane deftly insults the OJD with a taste of its own medicine by
ignoring it. Instead, in a book of spells rather than poems, exquisitely
illustrated by Morris, Macfarlane gently, firmly and meticulously restores
the missing words. Acorn, blackberry, bluebell, conker and ‘perhaps the
one that cut the deepest’ for Morris, ‘kingfisher’, are lovingly returned in
the book for future generations of children.
On our Nature Ramble we will find and identify grasses, flowering
plants, trees and shrubs, animals and birds. We will compile a list of all
the things we find and report back in a future edition of the Stevington
Magazine. It will be a great opportunity for families to walk together and
to learn more about the beautiful flora and fauna to be found by the
Stevington footpaths.
Light refreshments will be provided at the conclusion of the Ramble.
Registration forms are available in
the Church Room or from Sue Thornton
(825511) and John Duffield (822617).
Please tell your friends.
Peter Hart. Hon Secretary
823586
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Calling families, dog walkers and ramblers! Get walking and raise
funds for The Royal British Legion. Bedfordshire's Poppy Walk for
Honour returns to commemorate the end of the First World War and to
say thank you to the First World War generation - all who served,
sacrificed and changed our world. Come to Priory Country Park, Barkers
Lane, Bedford MK41 9SH on Sunday 12 August 2018. Join the Poppy
Walk Squad and be part of the fun!
We will be gathering at The Visitor Centre at Priory Country Park
from 11am to embark upon a choice of two routes, 2km, which is wheel
chair and push chair friendly or 10km for those that really want to stretch
their legs. Stroll around some of the area's most interesting sites.
As well as the walk there will be live music and activities with
refreshments available at the Cloverdale Retreat - the Park's Café. A
wonderful day out for the whole family to enjoy while raising funds for the
wounded, injured or sick members of our Armed Forces and their
families. Why not come and join us?
Times:
Registration
11:00am
Act of Remembrance 11:30am
Walk starts
12:00pm
Register online at: bedspoppywalkforhonour.co.uk or upon arrival on the
day.
Registration Fee:
Adult 12+ £8.00
Child
£5.00
Family
£20.00 (2 x Adults + 2 x Child or 1 x Adult + 3 Child)
Michael Lewis
Mobile: 07768252906
Email: MLewis@britishlegion.org.uk
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THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody/podiatry care of the highest quality
from a specialist with 20 years of experience in both NHS and
private practice.
Graeme A Paterson, BSc, SRCh, FPodA, FCPod(S).
Podiatric Specialist.
Health Professions Council registered.
For further information, to arrange a consultation or home visit please
contact
The Harrold Medical Practice
Peaches Close,
Harrold,
Beds.
MK43 7DX
Tel: 01234 720225

Local, friendly and professional
hair and beauty at affordable prices.
Offering quality colouring, cutting and styling
services, as well as beautiful nails and
pampering. All in the comfort of your own home.

Rhian Elizabeth
Beautiful You

Senior Citizen Special on a Wednesday:
Shampoo and Set £10
Blowdry £10
Cut, Shampoo and Set £15
Perming (includes Cut and Set/Blowdry) £50.00

Special Offers: Please ask about current offers.

For other services and prices, or to book an appointment,
please call 07763 098730

Find some time for you
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Kitchen Installations
Bathroom Installations
Wall and Floor tiling
Painting and decorating
Tel: 07837 941895
Email: info@dreidpropertyservices.co.uk
Facebook: D Reid Property Services
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THE ROYAL GEORGE
Congratulations to Stevington FC
on their brilliant performance in beating
Caldecote 4-0 to win the 2018 Britannia
Cup. Perhaps even more memorable
was the post-match celebrations when
they managed to drink the George dry.
The pub darts and skittles teams
have started their summer league seasons. At the time of writing the
skittlers have won 3 out of 4 matches so they must be somewhere near
the top of their league. The darts team have had mixed results but are
improving week by week. Dave Taylor has moved down several leagues
to help restore darts at the Royal George and his efforts are especially
appreciated.
The pub has been hosting art classes on Thursday lunchtimes run
by Liddy at Something Less Boring. The classes are very enjoyable and
have produced excellent results from those who had no idea that they
had any artistic talent. Monthly evening sessions are being introduced
from Tuesday 12 June. Please get in touch if you are interested in
attending.
Other dates to look out for include a gig by The Snarling Beasties
on 16 June and a Summer Arts and Crafts Fair on 24 June. Please call
me on 822184 if you’d like to book a stall.
Finally I am very grateful for the continued patronage of my regular
customers, and for the help and support provided by my wonderful staff;
Amy Bentham, Megan King, Sophie Haggerwood, Maurice Power,
Jessica Powell and Kate Atkin.
Nigel

WASTE COLLECTIONS
Month
June
July
August
September

Rubbish
5, 19
3, 17, 31
14, 28
11,25

Recycling
12, 26
10, 24
7, 21
4, 18
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Green
12, 26
10, 24
7, 21
4, 18

STEVINGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB
We recently held our twenty-ninth AGM
and 13 of our 15 members attended.
Last year (2017/18) we suffered a deficit
between income and expenditure. The hall
rental has increased and we missed out on a
couple of our ‘in club’ fundraisers due to giving
up evenings to other users. As a result we felt
the need to increase our subscriptions.
The subscriptions have not been increased since 2001 therefore it
was put to the membership to choose new subs. After some discussion
it was decided to increase both annual and weekly sums. As from 1 May
the new rates are £10 per annum and £2 per week. The raffle remains
at £1 per weekly ticket. We believe that we are still one of the cheapest
– if not the cheapest – clubs in Bedfordshire.
We have not yet started our ‘in house’ competitions but hope to
start after the Bank Holiday.
The serving officers were re-elected ‘en bloc’ and our most
improved player, voted by the members, was Jean Lockwood. Congratulations Jean.
We meet at the Village Hall every Monday (except Bank Holidays)
at 7.00pm until 9.00pm. The first two visits are free. It’s a very good
social evening and the subs include the cost of tea, coffee, water and
biscuits. Good value!
Please come along – we’d love to see you.
Barbara Collins
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ST. MARY’S MATTERS
St Mary’s is a member of the Chellington Team Ministry. The Team Clergy are
the Rev’d Jacqueline Curtis and the Rev’d
Peter Turnbull, who live at 3, The Moor,
Carlton MK43 7JR, tel: 01234 720961 or
email: chellingtonteam@gmail.com. If you
need them or require a pastoral visit at
home, please don’t hesitate to contact them. For general enquiries
contact the Team Office in Carlton, tel: 01234 720262 or email:
teamoffice@gmail.com.
Walking down Church Road with its view across the fields, is
always a wonderful and timeless experience and never ceases to be
uplifting. So too the first sight of St Mary’s as you round the bend and
approach the Church. The Churchyard is a peaceful and contemplative
place and is enjoyed by so many as a pleasant place to sit and visit.
There is a lovely new bench that has recently been installed to commemorate members of the Pearson family. It is also a haven for plenty of
birds and animals – a pheasant is sitting on a nest at the moment and a
deer often takes refuge under one of the trees. A variety of bats are
housed in the porch and the buzzards are often seen circling the scots
pines. It is looking particularly lovely at the moment and many thanks to
all those who help keep it looking so beautiful. Over the next few
months, once the nesting birds have fledged, there will be some
extensive work carried out to manage the yew trees to ensure their good
management and health so be prepared for a few (if temporary) changes!
LOOKING BACK
Lent Lunches
These lunches are an agreeable time to get together, have a natter
and enjoy the delicious soups made by volunteers. £158.45 was raised
to support Christian Aid and many thanks to helpers and those who
came to support.
Lent Talks
Throughout Lent, a series of talks ‘Finding a Voice’ took place. It
was a thought provoking, uplifting and sometimes a challenging
experience. Based on the film ‘The King’s Speech’, participants
explored aspects of faith and Christian life. The five evenings were well
attended by people across the parish. Everyone felt the benefit of
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discussion and hoped for further opportunities to get together. All are
welcome so make a note in your diary for next year!
Mothering Sunday and Easter
Both celebrations were a reflection of how a community comes to
celebrate together. Mothering Sunday (in its broadest sense) was a
chance for Stevingtonians to join a celebration of caring in our
community through songs, readings and prayers – and tea and cakes, of
course.
The Church looked beautiful for Easter decorated with commemorative lilies and the choir, led by Robert Eadie and supported by Andrew
Young’s playing, was in fine voice to complement the essence and
meaning of Easter Resurrection.
LOOKING FORWARD
Celebrate the Countryside – Saturday 9 June 10am.
All are welcome to Hill House Farm, Carlton for a short 20 minute
celebration of the countryside. Bacon rolls, tea and coffee will be
provided, free of charge, from 9am onwards. After the service, there will
be a farm walk for anyone interested (weather permitting).
As a rural community, we
are able to enjoy the many
footpaths, lakes, woods, wildlife
and birds that surround our
villages. Thanks to the hard work
of those that farm the land, till the
gardens and allotments and manage
our country parks, the land always looks
stunning as spring passes the baton on to
summer. We look forward to coming together
to celebrate and give thanks for this special time in the countryside
around us. Please bring something to sit on and stout footwear. If you
would like more information, please contact Sara Tusting, Hill House Farm,
Pavenham Road, Carlton MK43 7ND; sara@tustingandtwyman.co.uk
or telephone 01234 720320. Please let us know if you are coming for
catering purposes.
Eight Spires Way
We hope you may be able to join in all or some of the exciting Eight
Spires Way. The inaugural walk takes place on Saturday 28 July. See
elsewhere in the magazine for details.
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Soon to join the Team
My name is Lynne Sandle and I am writing to introduce myself as
the new curate joining the Chellington Team Ministry after my ordination
on 1 July. I am married to Nick and we have two children, Lucy, who is
11, and Henry who is 9 and we shall be living in Turvey.
I am excited to be joining the Chellington Team and look forward
to meeting you all. Although with so many parishes, it may take some
time for me to get to know everyone; please be patient with me. I also
look forward to spending time in a very beautiful part of the UK. I will be
praying for the parishes, and I would request your prayers for my family
and me as we start our new life in North Bedfordshire. God Bless, Lynne
Thanks to all the Team for their continued hard work and
commitment throughout the year and for all who support and help St.
Mary’s.
Don’t forget to surf the web. As people become more familiar with the
website, it will make a big difference to our communication channels.
www.stmarysstevington.org.uk. If you would like to receive information about St Mary’s and events by email, please contact Jane at
jojo2.oconnor@gmail.com.
From the Registers
Funeral/Burials:
Interment of Ashes:

15 February 2018
10 April 2018
3 February 2018

Victor Easton
Franie Hodgkinson
Mr John Moore

Jane O’Connor, Churchwarden

CASH for OLD
Items

Village Litter Pick

Antiques, Coins and
Jewellery purchased

Saturday 20 October
10am to 12 noon
Meet at Village Hall

Marylyn and Ray Wood
01933 353517
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BAPTIST NEWS
Villagers will have heard the sad
news that Mary Mackness passed away
at her home in Silver Street last month at
the age of 94. Mary was a regular at
Stevington Baptist Church for nearly 70
years until a few years ago, when ill
health prevented her from attending.
However, she always kept a keen interest in the life of the church
through Carol and Graham Wareing. Mary, married to Ron who died in
1988, was buried alongside her parents in Kent. A celebration service
to commemorate her life will be held at Stevington Baptist Church at
11am on Tuesday 5 June. The service will be led by David Eyre and all
are welcome.
Our Children’s Craft and Fun Club is held on the third Saturday of
each month from 2pm to 4pm for children aged 8 and under. The next
club will be on 16 June. No need to book, just come along and enjoy the
opportunity to make new friends while the children have some fun.
Put the date in your diary for the next afternoon tea – Tuesday 10
July at 3pm. All are welcome and there is always a wonderful array of
cakes and savouries on offer.
Barbara Courtney
www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATORS
To access these in an emergency situation,
please dial 999 immediately. The call
handler will provide you with the code for
the cabinet lock.
The defibrillators are located in:
Ÿ
Red telephone box near the cross in
Church Road
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Village Hall
Ÿ
Yellow cabinet on front of Baptist
Chapel Hall, West End.
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STEVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
By the time you read this the Road Race (13 May) will be over.
This year we expect over 200 runners (193 pre-registered at the time of
writing). A big, big thank you to the organisers – Will Stanbridge, Steve
Cumming, Tracy Bailey, Gary Thomas and Steve Cole. Well done guys.
And also a big thank you to the large band of volunteers that make the
day work.
The Cinema Club goes from strength to strength, at least the live
streaming, which remains very popular. However, there has been a big
fall off in interest in the films, and I have been to one where there were
only four paying customers. Films (just like the live streaming) require a
lot of effort from a number of volunteers to host. We will monitor the
popularity, and if there is not a lot of interest we will drop the films. We
can always come back to films if interest returns, or there is a blockbuster
that many people want to watch. This will not affect live streaming.
We have continued to work on the fabric of the hall and grounds.
We have had to replace the old cooker (gas cookers now need a cooker
hood) and replaced much of the old (very old) electrics. Next on our list
is new (comfy) chairs, which we expect will be met by much applause.
The Secretary tendered his resignation at the AGM due to other
commitments and we are looking for a replacement. If anyone is
interested, please talk to one of the committee – we rely on volunteers
to make the hall run smoothly.
May I take this opportunity to provide a quick rationale for the
Village Hall charges?
A recent issue has highlighted some misunderstanding of how the
Village Hall charges for its use. The committee would like to explain the
reasoning underpinning the charges.
Background
The hall and grounds are owned by the Parish Council, and the
Village Hall Committee is (without plunging into legalese) responsible to
the Parish Council for helping to organise events and for the maintenance of the hall and grounds.
Our income
To run the hall and grounds we receive no external funding. We
are a charity, and do not aim to make a profit. We have benefited from
some very generous donations and legacies, and there is some income
raised through external hire. But the vast majority of income, every
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valuable pound, has been raised by (mostly) Stevington people generously volunteering their time and resources.
To raise revenue the committee and many others organise regular
events like the Film Club, Stevington 12k, Burns Night, Firework Night
and many more. All events are run entirely by volunteers, and we thank
all these local heroes for their generosity and time. Feedback confirms
that these events are enjoyed by both villagers and visitors.
We are grateful for the Stevington clubs like table tennis, bowls
and football that use the hall and pay a nominal rent for doing so. These
clubs themselves are run voluntarily and are non-profit making.
The hall has also been used to put on a number of events (like the
Guitar Concerts) that have raised money for local charities (or charities
that have a strong local interest). These have included Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s, CLIMB and Stevington charities like Friends of St Mary’s.
Due to the improvements we have made to the infrastructure we are now
attracting a growing number of external hirers that pay for use of the
facilities. The marketing and organisation for these is undertaken by the
committee for no return.
Our expenditure
Running the hall costs money. We have the same regular charges
for utilities and broadband as everyone else. In addition, as a facility
used by the public we have a legal obligation for a multitude of costs,
including regular inspections for gas, electricity, fire and safety. We are
obliged by our insurers (another cost) to carry out weekly checks of the
playground equipment. We have to pay for performing rights to play
music. We pay for a licence for the bar. We pay for cleaning. Waste
disposal is charged at a commercial rate. The administration and
organisation of many of these activities is carried out by volunteers, but
we do sometimes need to pay for experts and contractors.
In addition, we bear the ongoing cost of maintenance. It is an old
building, and there are regular work parties (volunteers) that see to
various fixes to the fabric of both the hall and grounds.
Lastly, we also pay for any improvements to the hall and grounds.
I doubt anyone will argue with the transformation of the infrastructure of
the hall over the past decades. Major improvements like the extensions,
car park, bar, kitchen, gang mower and audio-visual equipment and so
on have all been paid for from our income and by (mostly) volunteers
helping to raise money, or generous donations.
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We continue to plan to improve the hall and grounds. Few can
argue that we have world class toilet facilities. Our gas cooker has been
condemned because building regulations have changed and we need to
install an air flow system. Our football club, through its success, is now
required to provide additional changing facilities (which we don’t have),
and so Stevington Football Club has to play elsewhere. The seating we
have is pretty uncomfortable and we would like to replace it. All of this
costs a lot of money.
Our charges
Our charges are based on a review of our running costs and capital
expenditure. We have also looked at rival halls in nearby villages, and
whilst like-for-like comparison is difficult, we believe we remain one of the
most competitive.
We strive to host or manage events on behalf of and for the benefit
of the village. For these we levy a charge. We distinguish between:
Ÿ
Clubs and events run by Stevington people for Stevington people
that do not make a profit. These attract a low charge.
Ÿ
We have a separate slightly higher rate for events that are run by
non-local people but are still not for profit (there are few of these).
Ÿ
We have a rate for events run by external hirers (like weddings)
and businesses that have the objective of making a profit for that
business, albeit for the benefit and/or enjoyment for local people.
But profit is the primary objective, and all profit accrues to that
business, not the hall. This latter category attracts a slightly higher
rental charge again.
For details of charges please see:
http://stevingtonvillagehall.org.uk/wp/index.php/bookingtariffs-and-availability/
Conclusion
We know no-one likes to spend money. But as a committee we
are obliged by the Parish Council to run the hall and grounds as a going
concern. This is why we have to cover our running costs and to make
improvements we believe are necessary. For events we levy a charge
for use of the facilities that we believe is fair to all users and competitive
to local halls. And we are very, very grateful for all of the volunteers that
generously give their time.
That’s all folks,
Roger Penney
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STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE 100 CLUB
Winners of the last three draws are as follows:
Mar 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 19
№ 52
№ 21
№ 65

William Spencer
Tony & Dita Hollins
Hillary O’Dell
Alisdair Gifford

Apr 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 28
№ 52
№ 60
№ 76

Lucy Meakin
Janet Day
Dave Taylor
Yvonne Haggerwood

May 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 27
№ 87
№ 34
№ 36

Enid Goldby
Geoff Billett
Mary Hughes
Christine Madeira

The 100 Club Lottery raises funds for Stevington Village Hall and
since its inception has raised thousands of pounds with the proceeds
being split between the Village Hall and the lucky winners in a monthly
prize-draw with a top prize of £100, making it a very attractive lottery for
YOU!
Investing £60 per year, that's only £5 per month, you have the
chance of winning one of four cash prizes, whilst helping to keep your
local village hall in good order.
The 100 Club currently has some numbers available and if you are
interested to join please contact Hugo on 01234 824894, email
Hugovankempen0@gmail.com or fill in the form below and send to 14
West End, Stevington, MK43 7QU.
Name..........................................................Telephone:.....................................
Address...............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................
Please tick the appropriate box:
□
I enclose £60 cash.
□
I enclose a Cheque for £60 payable to Stevington Social Centre.
□
I enclose £5 cash for the 1st month. Please let me know bank details so
I can set up a standing order.
- 37 -

COWLEY Di GIORGIO
SOLICITORS
63 HARPUR STREET
BEDFORD
MK40 2SR

Telephone: (01234) 218171

Fax: (01234) 327632

email: cowley@cowleydigiorgio.co.uk
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Stevington Baptist Church
Here to serve, support and
encourage our community:
seeking to bring fun and
joy to church life
Sundays 10.45 – Morning Worship
Mondays – Sewing Group
Every Monday during term time from 2pm to 4pm.
Tea, coffee, crafts and sewing.
Tuesdays – Afternoon Tea
July 10 and September 11 at 3pm. Come along and
make new friends.
Saturdays – Children’s Craft & Fun Club
June 16, July 21 and August 18 from 2pm to 4pm.
Craft activities and games for the 8s and under. An
opportunity for mums, dads and carers to meet new
people.

www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

10 July
at 3pm
Afternoon
Tea

Baptist Church Hall
MK43 7QU
An ideal venue for quiet retreats,
meetings, or family parties.
£25 a day, or hourly rates.
For details, call Carol Wareing: 825661
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STEVINGTON WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
TODAY'S WOMEN WORKING FOR TOMORROWS WORLD
It was with great sadness that we learned of the
death of Mary Mackness on 27 April. Mary was a
long-standing member and made a great contribution
to the Institute. She will be sadly missed by all her
friends.
At the beginning of March we took part in the Friends of St Mary's
Village quiz and came a respectable third.
The team representing our WI did very well in the County Quiz at
the end of February just missing out by one point on going forward to the
final of the Three Counties quiz.
Two members attended a Literary lunch at Keysoe towards the
end of March. The speaker, Simon Michael, was a barrister turned crime
writer. As you can well imagine he was able to glean much of the
material for his books from his life at the criminal bar. An excellent
speaker and a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon.
On Monday 26 March we provided lunch for a group of walkers.
We shared the venue with the Lent lunches and altogether there was a
choice of around six different soups on offer. Both parties seem to enjoy
themselves from the amount of chatter and laughter emanating from the
hall.
A few members of the WI joined in the village litter pick in April
which was again very well supported.
A further group of walkers came for lunch at the end of April.
Besides being a good fund raiser, it is very satisfying to receive such
good feedback.
Our Annual Council meeting was held on 30 April. This is the
business meeting of the Bedfordshire Federation. We were presented
with a certificate noting the 75th anniversary of the founding of
Stevington WI. This year's speaker was David Whiteley from the BBC
East programme Inside Out. He did not disappoint - keeping us entertained with his stories and life experiences whilst at local radio and BBC
Look East and Inside Out.
Speakers to our meetings in this last quarter included David
Longman who spoke about the ‘Hidden Churches of Bedfordshire’. He
showed us many lovely old churches in the area, some with amazing
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stories, beautiful stained-glass windows and statues and with particular
reference to the fact that they are hidden away, not easily accessible. A
fascinating talk.
Gaynor Tinsdale returned to us giving a talk on the subject of ‘Blind
Children - the Middle Years’ and the help which is available to them
during that period. As usual Gaynor included audience participation
which is always fun.
May was our annual meeting with quiz and light refreshments to
celebrate the 75th year of Stevington WI.
Besides our meetings other activities such as darts, walks and
book club continue.
Dates for your Diary:
14 June
The Evil Sheriff of Bedford.
12 July
BBQ
August
No meeting

Amanda Goody

Details of our meetings can be found on our noticeboard in the
Church Room. We welcome guests to our meetings (cost £5) - please
do come along.
Marilyn Billett

STEVINGTON RAILWAY MODELLERS
Steady progress has been made by Stevington Railway Modellers
in the first part of the year. They are close to completing a circle of track
with storage sidings, while a few station buildings and bridges are also
nearing completion.
At the recent annual meeting, the principal officers were reelected, but members decided unanimously to increase the subscriptions in an effort to build up funds to allow the future purchase of rolling
stock.
The club meets fortnightly on Thursdays in a room at the Baptist
Church in West End from 7pm. If you
are interested, please
contact Peter Evans at
pjayev@gmail.com.
Peter Evans
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STEVINGTON WRITERS ARE NOW ONLINE...
It is now one year since Stevington Writers,
guided by Tricia Lennie, held our first meeting
and we are pleased that we have a healthy core
of members who continue to meet monthly,
usually on the last Wednesday of each month.
However, the dates do not work for everyone, so,
at our Annual General Meeting, we decided to
create an online presence, which would allow
aspiring writers to participate in the group even if they could not attend
in person. Having consulted with Steve Cole and Robert Eadie, who
between them manage most, if not all of the village sites, we finally
decided to create a website that is part of the Stevington ‘Org’ website at
Stevington.org.uk/writers. Here we have a public area and also a
members only area. The latter is a private place for our writers to share
samples of their work, provide encouragement and gain inspiration. If
you would like to become part of this online community, please email
stevingtonwriters@gmail.com in the first instance and we can guide
you from thereon.
But my writing is not good enough…
One thing we observe in all of our members is that each has
interesting stories to tell, yet each is modest about the quality of their
writing and unsure about the appeal of their chosen subject. That in turn,
makes the group very supportive towards fellow fledgling writers and the
privilege of listening to memoirs, stories and poetry is in turn inspirational. Often, we have produced the essence of a good story etc. as a
consequence of a short burst of ‘free writing’, essentially writing without
worrying about style, grammar or direction. The point is that you don’t
need to be an English expert, or well educated, you simply need a
passion for writing and a safe environment in which to practice. That is
what we aim to offer. To illustrate, here is an example of a poem, initially
created during fifteen minutes of free writing by one of our members.
Later it was refined and entered into the Annual Bedfordshire writing
competition.
Stevington Writers
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Idleness - A Divine Intervention
There are many reasons to be idle
On this long hot summer’s day
I could while away the hours
With my girlfriend in the hay
I could dig and fork around the Muckle
To find some juicy bait
To load my hook and cast it out
In search of wily prey
The studious Carp, the flashing Minnow
All out there to be caught
As long as the cunning and idle Pike
Doesn’t sneak and get there first
But maybe there is a smarter way
To achieve what I’m minded to
A way that will deceive my Master
And I’m sure my Mistress too
If I could deign to show respect
For the chore they’ve given me
But equally find an excuse for
Not felling this old apple tree
Perhaps, just perhaps, I could exploit their strength,
And I think their weakness too
By appealing to a greater force
That is Guardian to me and you
If I could sharpen bright, this heavy axe
And draw a drop of blood
Enough to demonstrate commitment true
Could I claim intervention from above?
Maybe, just maybe, I could make the case
That when I stood to strike a blow
I was gloriously illuminated
By some Divine and Heavenly glow
And to save this gift from Mother Nature
The intervention was somehow
Preventing me from striking down
My idle excuse - a Sacred Bough
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THE VILLAGE THAT ROCKED
Who would believe? A Bank Holiday Monday in sleepy Stevington.
Dave Fitch, John Strutt and their team made up of members from the
Rock Choir with Trish O’Brien and Rhian Thomas kept us entertained
and enthralled with a feast of music on a glorious Bank Holiday Monday
hosted by The Royal George.
We all had song sheets and everyone joined in with gusto. I am
finding it difficult to single out any particular performance because they
were all brilliant and so professional. If Simon Cowell had been a Judge
he would have pressed his magic button and they would have gone
straight into the finals of Britain’s got Talent!
There were so many ‘Thanks for the memory’ songs –
‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’, one of my all-time favourites, was sung
by Sarah who is one of the girls from the Rock Choir. I know this is
showing my age but sadly ‘There'll be Bluebirds Over the White Cliffs of
Dover’ was not included - but you can’t win them all.
Our lovely Trish entranced us all with an Amy Winehouse song
‘You Know I’m no good’ and Carol King performed ‘It’s too Late’.
Sara and Sheira brought the house down with their powerful
rendition of ‘Raining Men’ and ‘No more Tears.’ The male singers from
the Rock Choir were Dougie and Jim. Dougie also sang at Dave’s 70th
birthday party.
I have got to single John Strutt out for a special mention, what a
talented musician he is. I also have to ask where has he been hiding?
Our very own Stevington girls did us proud. Rhian sang ‘Castle on
a Cloud’ from Les Miserable (she also sang this in Dave's previous
production but with different words), ‘Light my Fire’ (which had lots of
audience participation) and ‘Breathless’ by The Corrs (which she had
previously sang on her 21st birthday). Well done Rhian.
Grace who was the very smiley young lady accompanied herself
on the guitar with two lovely songs ‘Fly me to the Moon’ and ‘Eternal
flame’. What a singer!
I found it impossible to highlight every song and singer but I have
to mention my darling Brian who without any warning or rehearsal was
brought up by Dave onto the stage to sing in a trio two Fats Waller songs.
He was word and key perfect. He also brought the house down. Thank
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goodness he was not asked for an encore because we would have got
‘Ode to Barry Island’.
The biggest accolade must go to Dave Fitch who single handedly
organised the whole event. I don’t think we realise the hard work and
dedication that goes into a concert like this. Thanks Dave you really
made the village rock. Nigel did say to me ‘Do you think he will do it
again?’ and I replied ‘of course they will’!
Anne Westbrook
PS. I would like to add a short postscript to my review. I believe the
original idea for the concert followed a performance the Rock Choir did
for Music for Memory for the Tibbs Dementia Foundation. Music is a
proven help for short term memory loss. With this in mind David
organised the event and the collection for that very deserving charity.

STEVINGTON CINEMA
SCREENING DIARY

Date
5 Jun
12 Jun
20 Jun
5 Jul
19 Jul
6 Sep
27 Sep
15 Oct
28 Oct
13 Nov
20 Nov

Screening
An Ideal Husband
Swan Lake
Finding Your Feet
Everybody’s Talking
About Jamie
Paddington 2
Julie
King Lear
Mayerling
Die Walkure
La Bayadere
Madness of George III

Production
Vaudeville Theatre
The Royal Ballet
Musical. Apollo Theatre

Type
Live
Live
Film
Live

National Theatre
Chichester Festival Theatre
The Royal Ballet
The Royal Opera
The Royal Ballet
Nottingham Playhouse (NT)

Film
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live

Please check www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk for details of
dates, screening times, tickets etc. as they may be subject to change.
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THAT WAS THE NEWS THAT WAS
Northampton Mercury – 11/04/1795 - Volunteer for the Navy Wanted, for the parishes of STAGSDEN, STEVINGTON, and
THURLEIGH, in the County of Bedford, ONE able-bodied MAN, to serve
in his Majesty’s NAVY during the present War. A Bounty of TWENTY –
FIVE GUINEAS will be given, by applying at the Red Lion, in Stevington
aforesaid. The bringer of a Person of the above Description will receive
a Reward of ONE GUINEA.
Morning Advertiser – 09/04/1832 – Incendiarism - The village of
Stevington, five miles to the left of Bedford, was on Tuesday last, at two
o’clock in the afternoon discovered to be in flames. The fire began on the
premises of Mr. Poole, a farmer and baker; it next communicated to Mr.
Peat’s, a grocer; and from thence to eight cottages of the labouring poor.
No livestock was consumed; but most of the outdoor property fell a
sacrifice to the flames. This is about the twentieth instance of incendiarism that has occurred recently in Bedfordshire, notwithstanding there
is at this very time a young labourer, about eighteen years old, in the
county gaol, for setting fire to premises at Willshampstead, near Bedford,
awaiting the fatal sentence being carried into execution.
The Bedford Times & Bedfordshire Independent – 22/02/1870 –
Sad Case of Drowning – On Sunday, the 20th inst, a boy named Charles
Rowney, aged about 16 years, a son of a widow at Stevington, lost his
life under the following circumstances:- Between two and three o’clock
in the afternoon he ventured out upon the ice on a deep part of the river,
and when he had gone some yards from the bank the ice broke and he
fell through. On rising he extended his arms over the ice and remained
in this condition for about half an hour before his cries attracted any one
to the spot. A shepherd from one of the neighbouring farms at length
came down, and seeing the precarious position of the lad ran back for a
rope. Another boy was standing on the bank but could render no
assistance, and Rowney told this lad that he had been about half an hour
suspended in the water. While the shepherd was away for the rope the
boy Rowney cried out that he was seized with a cramp and must go. He
at once disappeared, and the body was not got out until about 5 o’clock.
Biggleswade Chronicle – 07/01/1916 - A sad fatal accident
occurred at Stevington on Boxing Day the victim being Jabez Alfred
Wooding, baker aged 48. It appears that while the deceased and three
others were driving in the village the horse became master of the driver
and the trap was overturned, with the result that Wooding received
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terrible injuries to the head, from which he died. An inquest was held at
the Red Lion Inn, Stevington, on Friday, before Mr. G. J. M. Whyley,
Deputy Coroner for the County, and Mr. A. M. Turney was foreman of the
jury. The jury returned a verdict of “Accidental death.”
The Bedfordshire Times and Independent – 24/10/1930 – When
Mr. Rex Cox, of Silver Street, Stevington, was motor-cycling to work over
St. John's Bridge, Bedford on Saturday, some cyclists turned in front of
him causing him to cross the road and to run into the wall of Mr. T. Plant's
garage. The borough ambulance was called, and Mr. Cox was removed
to the County Hospital, where he was found to be suffering from a
lacerated knee. After receiving attention Mr. Cox returned home.
The Bedfordshire Times & Standard – 27/02/1953 – Wind Tunnel
at Stevington? - The Planning Committee will also report that the Aircraft
Research Association are anxious to erect a wind tunnel in the vicinity of
Bedford and a site at Stevington has been proposed. The Association
have no powers of compulsory acquisition, but the public interest may
indicate that the site which the owner is not willing to sell may be most
suitable, and as the tunnel and ancillary buildings are urgently required
in the national interest, the Council will be asked to empower a special
committee to authorize the making of any necessary compulsory
purchase order.
The Birmingham Post – 30/08/1955 – Ring Recovered After 37
Years - A gold ring lost 37 years ago has been restored to Mrs. R. W.
Southam of Laburnum Avenue, Bedford. Her brother, Mr. Jim Ruffhead
of Church Road, Stevington, Bedfordshire, was digging in his garden
when he unearthed the ring. The band was broken and two of the three
stones were missing.
All the above articles found (and copied verbatim) using the
resource of the British Newspaper Archive. Copyright owner: © 2018
Findmypast Newspaper Archive Limited - Proudly presented by
Findmypast in partnership with the British Library.
Mark Jackson

Remember to tell advertisers you found
their details in

S
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Browns of Stagsden...
A proper farm shop on a proper
working, family run farm…

YOUR LOCAL FARM
SHOP FOR 2018
¨Home reared and local meat & poultry
¨Local vegetables
¨Deli counter
¨Home made pies
¨Tea room
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday -Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm
Manor Farm | High Street | Stagsden | MK43 8SQ

Phone: 01234 822330
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk
BrownsofStagsden
@browns _ stagsden
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GARDENING TIPS AND INSPIRATION FROM
PARK END THATCH
As some of you have requested, here we are with
what might be considered a ‘to do list’ for your gardens
in the coming months.
JUNE
Ÿ
Ideally mid May but certainly by now, put pheromone traps to trap
apple and plum codling moths in your fruit trees. These look like
little green tents and attract the male moths which get trapped onto
a sticky pad inside. Complete any pruning of spring flowering
shrubs and clematis montana, that way you should maximise their
flowering potential for next year. Plant out hardened off modules
of vegetable plants and keep well watered. Provide fresh water for
birds to drink and bathe.
Ÿ
Position hanging baskets. Feed, water and deadhead weekly.
Ÿ
Hoe regularly to keep on top of weeds.
Ÿ
Finish planting containers and water regularly with a little liquid feed.
Ÿ
Plant dahlias and cannas.
Ÿ
Put in new plants with some granular fertiliser, irrigate and then
mulch with home-made compost to provide micro nutrients, keep
in the moisture and suppress weeds. If you have plenty of
compost spread it over the borders to help retain moisture in hot or
dry weather.
Ÿ
Cut the lawn once a week and if the grass is weak or patchy apply
a summer fertiliser just before rain is forecast, otherwise water it in.
Clip the edges to add the finishing touch.
Ÿ
Prune deciduous magnolia once it is in full leaf. Members of the
prunus family such as plums and gauges must be pruned when
they are in leaf, otherwise there is a chance that they could suffer
from silver leaf disease which is fatal.
Ÿ
Deadhead faded roses to encourage further blooms. If you look
carefully you will see the next flower bud in the leaf axil two leaves
below. Cut off the flower stalk just above that leaf, which also
removes the top leaf which fed the faded flower.
Ÿ
Thin out vegetable seedlings which have been sown in the ground.
- 52 -

Ÿ

Delay trimming hedges where birds are nesting until next month
when the broods should have fledged.

JULY
Ÿ
Early in the month: try cutting back hardy geraniums for a second
flush of leaves and flowers later in the summer.
Ÿ
If you want large potatoes remember to water the plants. To
improve the keeping quality of onions stop watering them after
mid-summer and bend the tops over in hot weather before they
start to bolt.
Ÿ
Reduce the length of finished flowered stems of shrubs such as
philadelphus, deutzia, kolkwitsia and weigela.
Ÿ
Trim deciduous hedges after the birds have finished nesting.
Ÿ
Thoroughly irrigate your containers in dry weather.
Ÿ
Stop feeding roses after the end of July.
Ÿ
Take cuttings of penstemon, fuchsias and other softwood and
semi-ripe plants now and they should produce sufficient roots to
pot up and harden off before winter.
Ÿ
Add thin layers of lawn cuttings alternated with prunings and
vegetable waste to the compost heap, cover and water if it looks
dry. Try not to disturb wildlife such as grass snakes or bank voles,
which may be living or breeding in the warmth and safety of the
heap.
Ÿ
Enjoy the butterflies if you have planted
enough of their favourite feeding plants
to attract them into your garden.
AUGUST
Ÿ
Trim conifer hedges leaving a few centimetres of green leaf. If you cut back to
brown stems the hedge is unlikely to recover.
Ÿ
Prune wisteria’s new long shoots back to 5 buds. Prune outdoor
grape vines back to 2 mature leaves in front of the developing
grapes. These provide the energy to swell the grapes.
Ÿ
If weather is hot, irrigate to keep plants alive, even hedges and
especially vegetables and any young trees. Feeding now is a
waste of money unless you want to keep the summer planted
containers and hanging baskets looking good until autumn.
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Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Clip over lavender bushes taking off the dead flowers complete
with stems and the top few leaves leaving at least 5 cms of green
growth to harden before winter.
Mid to late August brings the start of autumn, so later in the month
scarify the lawn to remove dead grass roots and moss, aerate it
with your garden fork and brush some horticultural lawn sand into
the holes to assist with drainage.
Check the packet instructions for sowing winter vegetables now,
this will give them a couple of months to establish before cold and
short days.
Retrain climbing roses now that the new stems from the base are
flexible and to allow room for further growth until October. The
stems will harden in cold weather.
Susan Young

BEDFORD SAILING CLUB
Some glorious sunny days have hinted
of a brilliant spring and summer to come at
our idyllic riverside location and the BBQs are
already in use!
The club has once again frozen
membership fees, so this remains an
absolute bargain with free use of club boats
to sail, row, scull, kayak or canoe. We also
provide free tuition and coaching.
We will once again provide our popular free taster sessions and
details will be posted on village noticeboards and our website
https://sites.google.com/site/bedfordsailingclub/home.
Both our
canoeing and rowing tasters are suitable for complete beginners and
more advanced paddlers, so why not come down and give it a go?
For more information or to book for a free session please contact:
Sailing, canoeing or kayaking:
Dave Brear
daveabrear@aol.com
Rowing or sculling:
Hugo van Kempen
hugovankempen0@gmail.com
01234 824894
Hugo van Kempen
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HARROLD ODELL COUNTRY PARK NEWS
Now we are slipping into summer. The birds
are busy nesting, the orchids are out and all is well with the world.
The new fishing season gets underway from 16 June onwards.
Those of you who fish in the country park need to know about some
changes being brought in by Bedford Borough Council. These will affect
the way you can purchase the necessary season permits (no day tickets).
We will no longer be issued with books of permits to buy from the
office. Anglers will need to log on to the Council’s website and purchase
a permit on-line. Alternatively, you can get in touch with the Council’s
Customer Service Office in Horne Lane, Bedford where they can also be
purchased. You will need to have a valid Environment Agency rod
licence beforehand. Proof of status will be required when buying
concessionary permits.
2018-19 tariffs
Day and Night £71.50 (concessions OAP/Jun £30.00)
Dawn to Dusk £46.00 (concessions £19.00)
The rules and regulations are available on request. Email
janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk. As I write this, we haven’t been given
the web address we need to get this started and probably won’t get it
before mid-May.
The long, cold and wet spring has been bad for our bee colonies.
Apart from a brief hot spell in April, the weather has been too cold to
allow them to actively forage properly. I helped Richard and our
volunteer beekeeper, Colin Gregory, to move several hives from their
winter quarters to a local
farm so they could forage
on the oilseed rape crop.
We hope the weather
starts to be a bit kinder
otherwise we will have to
feed them artificially on
syrup. We are currently
selling the last of the 2017
crop of honey.
Red-Tipped Clearwing Moth
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We are expecting to have mystery shoppers visiting the park
sometime during May. They will be looking at their visiting experience
when they come and we hope they will recommend us for an eleventh
Green Flag Award. We have won it ten years in a row and wish to
continue the trend. The award is given via the Keep Britain Tidy Group
for excellent greenspaces. They do a Blue Flag scheme for clean
beaches. We won’t know until July whether we have been successful.
The Friends Group are now busily engaged in helping us with
summer maintenance jobs. We are now refurbishing benches, painting
fences and bridges, mowing the verges and strimming footpaths. There
are several sets of steps in different areas that need checking and
repairing as well.
Those of you who are gardeners already know, this is the peak
time of year for plant growth and just keeping up with the mowing is a
task in itself! They are hoping to run the popular Woodcraft event during
the weekend of 4 and 5 August if things go according to plan. The idea
is to invite several stalls holders and demonstrators who work with wood
to come over that weekend. Look out for publicity nearer the time. We
have to ensure that we have enough exhibitors free in order to run it.
Some of you may have noticed that we keep a chalk board outside
the café entrance detailing interesting wildlife sightings? Anything
notable like spring/autumn migrants are entered with the date of the
sighting. We keep records in the office as well so that we can compare
first sightings over several years and see how the seasons are trending.
Summer migrants to look out for are Cuckoos, Swallows, Martins
and Swifts.
The Dragonfly Café is now open from 9am to 5pm daily through the
summer. The lease holders, Churchill Catering Ltd, have also taken over
the ice cream franchise as well so there will no longer be a Mr. Whippy
van in the car park. The ice cream is from Walls.
Breakfasts are served until 11.30am, light lunches and specials
until 3pm then cold offerings until closing. Hot and cold drinks are served
all day and there is a take-away cabin open on busy days. Telephone
them direct on 01234 331278 with any queries.
About five years ago, after the death of Trevor Smith, a much
respected member of the Friends Group and the community at large, we
bought some Wild Daffodil and English Bluebell bulbs from a reputable
nursery and planted them in the long grass area at the far end of the
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main picnic site. This was in Trevor’s memory as he loved wild flowers
so much. At first, we thought that the majority of them had failed as so
few appeared to germinate. This year we’ve had a lovely show of both
so all that planting was worthwhile. It is worth noting that if you have
Spanish Bluebells and English ones in close proximity they will crosspollinate. To preserve the genetic integrity of the English ones, please
remove the Spanish ones otherwise we will eventually lose a national
treasure.

Finally, it is once again time for the grazier to put the herd of cattle
back on to the river meadow. As soon as this happens, we will erect
warning signs on each of the entrances into the river meadow. The cattle
will be skittish at first while they adjust to their new surroundings, sights,
sounds and smells.
We would appreciate it if dog owners keep their pets away from the
cattle, putting dogs on a lead if necessary. It is vital that any dog mess
be cleared up and binned to prevent contamination of the grass. They
are part of the management of that particular habitat which has been
grazed annually for 25 years. They will remain on site until October.
Please note that the ribbon fence running parallel to the river is electrified
to prevent them from crossing over. Please keep yourselves and your
dogs at a safe distance from it.
Dates for your Diary
Health Walks (June 14 & 28, July 12 & 26)
Leaders: Janet Munro & Lindsey Alton. These occur every other
Thursday at 10.30am. This is a national scheme to encourage people to
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improve their health and wellbeing and to provide opportunities to meet
new people and socialise. We meet by the café entrance (woodland
side) for registration and then walk for an hour. There are opportunities
for a coffee and a natter in the café afterwards. For more information call
the park office on 01234 720016 and leave a message and contact
number or email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk.
Friends Group Task Days (June 25, July 30)
Leader: Richard Dowsett. We run volunteer tasks on the last Monday of
every month (a week earlier if a Bank Holiday). We meet at the park
office at 10am for tea. Bring a packed lunch, old clothing and sturdy
footwear. We provide gloves, refreshments and tools. For more information ring the park office on 01234 720016 and leave a name and
contact number or email Richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk.
Janet Munro - Country Park Guardian
Photos courtesy of HOCP

THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE - WHAT'S ON
Sunday Strolls (3 June, 1 July, 5 August)
A gentle Sunday walk. Meet at reception at 10.15am. Walk lasts approx.
2 hours. Cost £1 no need to book. Call 01234 767037 for details.
Volunteer Tasks (17 June, 21 July)
A variety of practical projects. Meet at the Forest Centre at 9.30am.
Wear old clothes and bring lunch if you are going to stay all day. For
details and to confirm attendance call 01234 762614 or contact
anna.charles@marstonvale.org. There are other volunteer tasks off
site. Ask for details.
Health Walks (Wednesdays 10.30am)
Free, no need to book. Most walks start at reception but some
eleswhere - see noticeboard or ring 01234 767037 to confirm.
Summer Activities:
For information on events including Meadows Day
Walk, Pond Dipping, Dragonfly Safari and Wild
Art in the Woods visit:
www.marstonvale.org/events.html
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