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December
3
5
7
10
13
14
14
16
16
17
18
24
25
31

Christmas Fair at the Royal George
Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Nutcracker. Village Hall
Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Young Marx. Village Hall
Christingle Service. St Mary’s. 4.00pm (see page 39)
Carols Round the Cross. Royal George. 7.00pm (see page 26)
WI Christmas Craft Evening. Church Room 7.30pm
Cinema Club. Film. Love Actually. Village Hall
Christmas Tree Festival. Baptist Chapel. 10.00am to 2.00pm (see page 33)
Carol Service. Baptist Chapel. 4.00pm. (see page 34)
Nine Lessons & Carols. St Mary’s. 5.00pm. (see page 39)
Village Christmas Concert. Village Hall. 7.30pm
Christmas Eve Morning Service. Baptist Chapel. 10.45am
Christmas Day Morning Eucharist. St. Mary’s. 9.30am
Morning Eucharist. St. Mary’s. 9.30am

January
9
11
16
20
20
26

Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
WI A Puppet’s Tale. Church Room 7.30pm
Cinema Club. Live Opera Broadcast. Rigoletto. Village Hall
Burns Night. Village Hall (see page 20)
Children’s Craft & Fun Club. Baptist Hall. 2.00pm (see page 29)
Come a-Wassailing. Harrold-Odell Country Park. 6.00pm. (see page 48)

February
7
8
10
14
17
18
22
28

Cinema Club. Live Opera Broadcast. Tosca. Village Hall
WI Body Language – Liars & Lovers. Church Room 7.30pm
Stevington Guitar Concerts. John Smith. Village Hall (see page 14)
Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Twelfth Night. Village Hall
Children’s Craft & Fun Club. Baptist Hall. 2.00pm (see page 29)
Magazine Copy Date (Sunday)
Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Village Hall
Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. The Winter’s Tale. Village Hall

March
3
6
13
17
20
22
27

Chilli & Quiz. Church Room. (see page 26)
Cinema Club. Live Opera Broadcast. Carmen. Village Hall
Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall. 3.00pm
Children’s Craft & Fun Club. Baptist Hall. 2.00pm (see page 29)
Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Lady Windermere’s Fan. Village Hall
Cinema Club. Live Theatre Broadcast. Julius Caesar. Village Hall
Cinema Club. Live Ballet Broadcast. Bernstein Centenary. Village Hall

Photographs as credited. Cover drawn by John Goddard
Opinions expressed in the Stevington Magazine are those of the contributors and are
not necessarily shared by the Editor. Some features may be kept for future issues.
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December 2017

No. 183
HELLO STEVINGTON!

In this edition we have the usual Season’s Greetings in the centre
pages and this year we are supporting the Mick Knighton Mesothelioma
Research Fund in memory of Ian Pickup who was a previous editor of
the Magazine. We have raised £800.75 this year, before the addition of
Gift Aid. Don’t forget that it is a pull out Christmas card that can be
displayed with all the other cards you receive.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped the magazine
effort this year - Anna Hart and her team for reliably delivering the
magazine, Barbara Pheasant for proof reading the longer articles,
Frances Hirst for standing in when Barbara wasn’t available and all of
those who have contributed articles. You are all a valuable part of the
team and we couldn’t do it without you. Thank you to all of the advertisers who have supported us in 2017. Your financial support is vital.
This is the end of our sixth year producing the Magazine – difficult
to believe as time goes by so quickly.
It’s been a busy few months in the village with some great events.
In November the Village Hall committee gave us the best Bonfire Night
firework display so far and Stevington Guitar Concerts arranged some
wonderful evenings of live music. In addition the Stevington Cinema
Club has given us a full and varied programme of films and live broadcasts – theatre, ballet and opera.
Congratulations to Robert Eadie who completed the Shine Walk
(see page 40) and a group of village ladies who took part in the Beds &
Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike ‘n Hike event (see page 17). They
both raised loads of money for the relevant charities.
Finally we wish all our readers a very merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy and peaceful 2018.
Heather and Keith
NEXT MAGAZINE
The next edition of the Stevington Magazine should be delivered
sometime around 3-4 March 2018. The last day for receipt of copy for
that Magazine is Sunday 18 February 2018. Articles should reach
Heather and Keith Parkinson (Old Paddock, Church Road, Tel. 826677,
email stevington.magazine@googlemail.com) on that day, although
we will be delighted to receive copy at any time before then.
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THE 2017 POPPY APPEAL
Thank you once again to all who gave so generously. This year we raised £887.34p.
A special thank you to my new younger generation of collectors who helped to keep ‘alive’ the
tradition of collecting and giving in Stevington and also
to everyone else who collected and gave their time.
Joan Hart
THANK YOU
Thank you so much for all the beautiful cards, kind wishes and
generous offers of help I received after my recent stroke.
I was very touched by all the support I have had from so many of
you and the continued help you are still giving me.
Best wishes to you all.
Doreen Pendlington

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
I should like to thank all my friends in Stevington
for their prayers and support and wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.
George Strong

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

FOR SALE
Cot which converts to child’s first bed. No mattress. £30 ono
Baby Bouncer Chair. £10 ono
Teak, glass fronted, free standing book case. Width 32 inches,
Height 34 inches, Depth 12 inches. £20 ono
All proceeds will go to Mick Knighton Mesothelioma Research

Fund.
Tel: Pat Pickup on 01234 823250
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STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Stevington has had a successful 2017 with popular events such as
the Road Race, Firework Night, Cinema Club and the ever popular ‘live
streaming’. Their success is down to the hard working Village Hall
Committee and the residents of Stevington who provide ongoing support.
The Parish Council
The Parish Council meets every two months to ensure that the
village of Stevington continues to be one of the best places to live. The
Parish Council would like to thank Pete Fisher for ably taking on the role
of Chair in Paul O’Flynn’s absence ensuring that the business of the
Council continues and we are delighted to welcome back Paul fully fit to
continue with his leadership of our Council.
Stevington has faced several months of increased traffic, which not
only damaged the Cross but caused huge inconvenience for residents.
Thankfully the repairs to Stafford Bridge are complete and the traffic is
back to normal. The Parish Council is working with the appropriate
authorities to sympathetically repair the damage to the Cross.
Remembrance Sunday was another beautiful ceremony in
Stevington with the wreath being laid by Joan Hart in recognition of all
her hard work over the years selling poppies.
Over the year members of the Parish Council have attended
meetings with the Mayor regarding housing and with Bedfordshire Police
about changes to policing. The most recent meeting with the Mayor and
the Council Officers, attended by Paul O’Flynn and Sarah Bush, was
focused on the proposed housing developments and the impact on the
infrastructure in North Bedfordshire. The Parish Council attendance was
to reinforce the views of the villages about the impact on the local area.
The meeting reviewed the current local plan housing allocation and
proposed new towns with a short presentation from Gerry Sansom, Chair
of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England. Traffic and
congestion issues were discussed alongside how to mitigate potential
congestion and environmental impacts at the A6 Clapham Road /
Western by Pass roundabout and on Shakespeare Road and Manton
Lane. The wider impact on landscape and villages of increased traffic
and rat running was also raised by Pat Olney.
Maintenance Around the Village
Over the last year the Parish Council has undertaken a programme
of refurbishment and maintenance of village assets and you will probably
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have noticed refreshed benches and pumps. This maintenance
programme will continue throughout the next year. This programme will
include weekly monitoring of the play equipment, we are hoping that we
will be able to get a group of volunteers to be part of a rota to fulfil this
task. If anyone is interested in helping with this please contact any
member of the Parish Council.
Planning
Planning applications continue to be a central function of the
Parish Council. We understand that the Red Lion is once again sold and
the Parish Council will continue to monitor the situation.
Highways
The Parish Council works to ensure the roads, pavements and
footpaths around Stevington are in the best possible condition.
Recreation Ground
The Parish Council, over the next few months, is undertaking an
investigation into what additional exercise equipment we can install into
the recreation ground to improve the physical health of village residents.
Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council would once again like to thank all members of
the Neighbourhood Planning Group who have been working tirelessly
over the last few months. The work towards completing the plan is
gathering pace despite the competing work pressures of the members of
the Neighbourhood Planning Group.
The external consultant continues to be very helpful in keeping us
on track.
The group continues to work with changing government legislation
to ensure the plan meets the requirements of the village.
The Parish Council would like to wish everyone in Stevington a
very Happy Christmas.
Jane Thomas
Parish Councillors:
Paul O’Flynn (Chair)
Pete Fisher (Vice Chair)
Sarah Bush
Andrew Lockwood
Graham Read
Sam Stapleton
Jane Thomas
Clerk to the Parish Council: Tricia Lennie
http://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk
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www.stevington.org.uk

The 2018 Stevington 12 km road race
will take place on:

Runners and Volunteers please reserve the date.
More Information at : www.stevington12k.uk.

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS - TIME CHANGES AGAIN
The Mobile Library will be visiting The Cross at Stevington
between 13:25 and 13:45 on the following Wednesdays:
December 6, 20
In January the time for the
Stevington stop will change to
13:30-13:50. The Mobile Library will
visit on the following dates:
January
3, 17, 31
February 14, 28
March
14, 28
Come along and see Arthur to borrow books, spoken word items and much more! Items available
include fiction, non-fiction, large print books and spoken word CDs.
New members are welcome - to join the library just bring some ID
showing your name and address.
For further information please contact Kempston Library on
01234 276453.
Thank you to everyone who has visited the mobile library in 2017.
We wish you all the best for 2018 and look forward to you continuing to
borrow from us.
James Smiles, Library Manager
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MS Tree Care

Browns of Stagsden...
A proper farm shop on a proper
working, family run farm…

Martyn Smith
Arboriculturist with
over 10 years
experience
Ÿ All tree and hedge work
undertaken
Ÿ 24 hour emergency call out
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Stump grinding
Ÿ Fully insured

YOUR LOCAL FARM
SHOP FOR 2017
¨Home reared and local meat & poultry
¨Local vegetables
¨Deli counter
¨Home made pies
¨Tea room
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday -Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm
Manor Farm | High Street | Stagsden | MK43 8SQ

Phone: 01234 822330
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk

01234 851235 / 07712 050068
mstreecare@btinternet.com

BrownsofStagsden
@browns _ stagsden

Luxury guest accommodation for you or your guests.
Homemade cake on arrival.
All rooms ensuite, bathrobes, homemade biscuits on hospitality tray.
Flat screen TV's, own guest lounge.
Top quality breakfast served with eggs from our own chickens.
Doubles, twins, and a family room available.
Please ring Joanne for room rates
01234 823454
email: gardenrooms10@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk
10 Bedford Road, Stagsden
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Save your time & money
For All Household Needs!
Professional Affordable
Domestic Cleaning Company
Regular / One off Cleans
Spring/After Party/House Move Cleans
Friendly Efficient Trustworthy Reliable
& Local!
Fully insured

No contracts

References can be supplied
Call for a free no obligation home
appraisal
01234 306485 or 07821 700320
saveyourtimeandmoney@yahoo.co.uk
www.save-your-time.co.uk
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BEDFORD BOROUGH NEWS
Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes Sustainability and
Transformation Partnership
The title is very wordy but this is the organisation that is looking at
the health needs of the whole area including Bedford Borough. Current
work being carried out by the partnership includes:
Merger of the Luton and Dunstable Hospital and Bedford Hospital A full business case is being developed. PriceWaterhouseCoopers is
managing the process with a senior manager from each hospital. It is
important that independent and specialist skills are brought in as a merger
of trusts is a rare event.
Stakeholders, staff and patients will play a key part in developing
and shaping the business case. Both councils have been assured that
A&E, maternity and paediatrics will remain at both hospitals. We should
know the outcome in December.
Out of Hospitals Estate – the aim of this is to create Primary Care
Hubs, close to our population’s homes, that are equipped with the appropriate facilities for services in the 21st century. It will also enable the
disposal of buildings that are currently underused and costly to maintain.
Pavenham Causeway
The repair work is now complete much to Stevington and Radwell’s
relief.
I have reported the deterioration in the road, from Carlton “turn” to
and through Stevington, to the highways authority. The edge of the road
has fallen away because cars, vans and buses have had to go on the
verge to be able to pass on the narrow country road. Potholes have
increased dramatically showing how substandard the road is - which
leads me on to:
Parish Councils’ meeting with the Mayor
The meeting was to discuss the three proposed large settlements
north along the A6.
Ÿ

There were 3 presentations:
CPRE discussed whether the number of dwellings put forward in
the Borough Local Plan 2035 reflected the future housing need of
Bedford Borough.
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Ÿ

Ÿ

Derek Bliss analysed the traffic figures presented by each settlement on the A6 and for the Sainsbury’s roundabout. He also
analysed the traffic movement figures from the two recent consultants’ reports commissioned by the borough.
I talked about the present impact of the traffic on our narrow
substandard rural roads and the impact of the increased traffic from
the proposed village developments in the plan to 2035. Traffic from
any of these proposed settlements along the A6 (which is already
congested) would increase the rat running through the villages.
This would not only increase journey times but the impact would
also be severely detrimental on the village communities, residents’
wellbeing and the rural landscape.

The Mayor and the Officers then answered questions from the floor.
The meeting was very informative and a newsletter summing up the main
points will be sent to each Parish.
Thank you to the organisers, to the Parish Councils and particularly
to Oakley, Pavenham and Stevington Parish Councillors who attended.
The Government’s White Paper on Housing Need
This document is a consultation document, setting out a proposed
formula to assess housing needs, not only for the borough overall but for
each parish. It is based purely on population and does not consider the
constraints that the borough and each parish might have. Neither does it
consider infrastructure (including roads), schools, health needs and any
other constraints that the impact of considerable increased house
building, over and above what is already in the emerging Local Plan to
2035, would have. Bedford Borough Council and some Parish Councils
have objected to this simplistic formula.
On a happier note, I attended a speed dating event for voluntary
organisations in the borough. It was heartening and so impressive to see
how many people in the borough volunteer to help people who are in
need. There are too many to include here. A big thank you to everyone
who gives their time and care. Our villages and communities would be
much poorer places without the commitment of these volunteers.
I wish you a good and merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Councillor Pat Olney
Telephone 01234 824384
Email
pat.olney@btopenworld.com
Website
www.patolney.wordpress.com
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POLICE CONTACT DETAILS
Hello, I am David Girling and I am a
police volunteer, as well as a Neighbourhood
watch co-ordinator. I open Riseley Police
station, to the public, during the hours of
09.30 to 12.30 on most Wednesdays.
Riseley Police station is only lightly
manned and covers a large area and a
number of villages, so the PC/PCSOs are very busy. I have been asked
if you could please direct Neighbourhood Watch enquiries through me
and I will answer any that I can. Any that I cannot answer I will pass on.
Telephone Contact numbers:
Emergency – 999
In an emergency you should call 999 or 112 from a mobile.
You should ALWAYS ring the emergency number and ask for police if
there is a risk of personal injury or loss of life or a crime is in progress.
Non-emergencies – 101
You can contact 101 at any time of day or night. 101 should be
used for:
Ÿ
Reporting a crime that is no longer in progress;
Ÿ
Giving information about a crime such as drug dealing;
Ÿ
Reporting the theft of property;
Ÿ
Contacting your local police officer;
Ÿ
Getting an update on a crime you have reported.
If you are dialling from abroad call +44 (0)1234 841212
Riseley Police Station - (01234) 842864/5
You can always contact Riseley directly if you consider it
necessary, although it will often be voicemail if the officers are out on
duty. If it is not urgent please contact me (see below).
Dave Girling – Riseley (01234) 842866
As I am only in Risely on Wednesday mornings and my phone does not
have voice mail, the preferred method of contact is by email at
david.girling@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk.
Thank you
Dave Girling
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Thank you to everyone who supported the two events we held
during the autumn.
On 9 September John Goldie was joined by probably the busiest
session guitarist in the UK, Hugh Burns. During the day they ran a
workshop for players. The event, which received BBC radio coverage,
was followed by a concert in the evening. John and Hugh played
everything from flamenco to bluegrass. Hugh Burns rarely gigs but loved
the Stevington atmosphere, commenting you can only have fun like that
with such a warm audience.
In September Nashville based Richard Smith and his wife Julie
played two nights supported by Stevington favourite Steve Hicks.
Known best for his Chet Atkins style playing Richard also treated us to
blues, jazz and some classic songs. We had a big surprise on Saturday
when national treasures Chas and Dave joined him on stage singing a
bunch of their classics including, of course, Rabbit!

‘A night to remember’
Photo courtesy of Roger Day

- 13 -

The gigs raised approx. £1400 which was donated to the Village
Hall.
Future dates:
We are delighted to have booked
John Smith to play on 10 February. We
broke all sales records with this one.
Tickets went on sale on 31 October at
10.00am and were sold out by tea time.
John is a great guitarist and a terrific
singer; he has a big following and is
destined for stardom. Proceeds are
being donated to Children Living with
Inherited Metabolic Disorders (CLIMB) in memory of Esme.
I would like to thank everyone who helps Steve and me to arrange
these gigs, particularly Jean and her team who run the bar, Barbara who
has been on board since day one and Roger Day who takes great snaps
for us.
It is a credit to Stevington that our concerts receive such good
support and raise so much money for charity. Please tell your friends
about us - the musicians we book are expensive, which set against our
limited capacity, means we need two nights sold out to really make the
numbers work.
Joining our mailing list at http://stevingtonguitarconcerts.co.uk/
and liking our Facebook page is important if you want to keep up to date
with the latest news.
Happy Christmas
Stevington Guitar Concerts

VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR
The defibrillator is located in the red telephone
box, near the cross in Church Road.
To access it in an emergency situation, please
dial 999 immediately. The call handler will
provide you with the code for the cabinet lock.
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COMMUNITY SHOP
On behalf of Sarah, Doreen, June and myself may we wish you all
a very happy Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year.
As most of you are aware Doreen has been ill, and gave us all a
scare. However she has made a wonderful recovery and we are relieved
she is so well. We wish June a speedy recovery too, as she recently hurt
her wrist.
Now we are officially in the Christmas season, why not pay the
shop a visit and buy some goodies whilst enjoying some refreshments?
You could also buy some raffle tickets. All contributions go
towards the running costs of the shop. Raffle prize donations would be
much appreciated.
If you have any unwanted plastic carrier bags could you please
bring them to the shop or even better you could maybe use your own
shopping bags (like in the old days) to help the environment. Also could
we ask you to return egg boxes from June's eggs. Many thanks.
That's all for now folks. Happy Christmas!
Jackie Ward

THE ROYAL GEORGE
The Christmas holidays are nearly
upon us. A number of events have been
planned for the festive season starting
with the Christmas Fair on Sunday 3
December.
Food is served at the George
every Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
We have had very positive feedback so far; the pies in particular have
proved to be very popular, and we are grateful for the continued support
of our regular customers.
We do hope you find the time to visit us over the Christmas period.
We value the support that the Village has provided since we took over in
October 2016 and look forward to seeing you soon.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Jules and Nigel
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THE TRAVELLING CRIB
There is an old Mexican custom, known as Posada, which uses the
idea of people dressed as Mary and Joseph travelling round their village,
knocking at doors, to enquire who might give them hospitality.
Several parishes in England have adapted this custom and have a
small crib which is hosted, in a different house, each night throughout
Advent. Our Stevington Travelling Crib is following this tradition and is
blessed by the priest on Advent Sunday from when it starts its journey,
completing this at Christmas.
All are warmly encouraged to take part, individuals, families, old
and young who could offer a resting place to the crib for the night - all are
welcome. You become both travellers and hosts in turn and are given a
few words of explanation and
contact details beforehand.
These explain who will bring
the crib to you and to whom
you will deliver the Crib
(usually the following day).
Those who have agreed to
take part are asked to take
responsibility for contacting
the people, either side of
them on the journey, to make
arrangements which suit
them both.
Traditionally each household expecting the crib (hosts) prepares a
safe place ready to place the crib where it can remain for the duration of
the time it will be with them. Travellers make their way to the hosts
expecting them, arriving at the agreed time, and hand over the crib
(which fits in a shoebox). Thus the crib makes its journey from one
house to the next through Advent.
If you would like to take part please sign the board in the Church
Room, as we need to plan the journey, or if you would like to know more
details please contact Alison during the coming weeks.
Alison Campion
Telephone: 826352
Email: alison.campion@btinternet.com
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HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST WALK
28 YEARS ON, TO THE DAY, ‘THE FLYING BUTTRESSES’ RISE AGAIN TO
RAISE £1,365!
For those of you with long memories, on 9 September 1989 the
‘Flying Buttresses’, aka Susi Clifton, Frankie George, Sarah Bush and
Anna Hart raised a goodly sum for a ‘Jail Break’ from Bedford Prison ....
so......
shall we, should we, will we, won't we, undertake another walk for
the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust? Two weeks to go and the
decision had not been made but suddenly Anna and Caroline had a
‘conscience moment’ and put away the memories of last year's
miserable, wet walk and said ‘yes, we will go this year’.
Others were ‘persuaded’. So on Saturday 9 September at 10.30am
our five intrepid souls, comprising Caroline Waters, Sue Novis, Helen
Dunster, Anna Hart and her daughter Sarah, set out having first signed
in at the Baptist Chapel.
From St Mary's we set off
along the river to the Methodist and
St Mary's Churches in Oakley, and
on to St Owen's and the Baptist
Churches in Bromham. Having
wended our way along roads,
footpaths and alleyways that some
of us didn't know existed, our leader
and map-reader, Caroline, brought
us back over the hills from
Bromham, finding that some
footpaths had been removed during ploughing.
We got back footsore and peckish mid-afternoon having been to
the six-mentioned churches and covered nine miles. We had only a brief
hold-up for a sharp shower when we were at St Owen's in Bromham. An
interesting chat with some cyclists at the closed Baptist Church down the
road disclosed that our own St Mary's had provided the best refreshments in the area, and we were well-pleased with that!
We had some wonderful sponsorship from as far away as Oxford,
Stafford and London, and so, having not intended to do the walk at all
this year, we were quite content. Next year is a long way off at present.....
Anna Hart
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Alex Stubbs Flooring
Carpets, Vinyls,
& Laminates.
Supplied & Fitted.
07976 260572
01234 240954
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Auction Centre, Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
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STEVINGTON VILLAGE HALL
I don’t have a lot to write about as we normally ease off events over
the summer, although looking outside I am not sure I should be talking
about summer. Bonfire night went very well, although numbers were not
as high as last year, we had a very good turnout, especially from the
village. I suspect there were a lot of alternative shows for people, outside
the village, to go and see.
We will be holding our annual Burns' Supper Dance on Saturday
20 January 2018 (doors open 7.00pm). You will be greeted at the door
by our resident piper who will later end the evening with a good Auld
Lang Syne. There will be an opportunity to join in the dancing, led by our
resident Scot caller, who will remind you of each of the dances for those
not familiar with the steps (which includes most of us!). Dancing is not
compulsory but always great fun. At the start of supper a ceremonial
haggis will be piped into the hall, to the traditional Burns' address to the
haggis by Iain Morrison, given with great flair and passion, followed by
the whisky toast to the bard. A supper of haggis and neaps will be
served (vegetarian option available). This is always a great fun night and
open to all. Your ticket includes supper and a wee dram for the toast.
There is a licensed bar available.
That’s it for now folks,
Roger Penney

STEVINGTON CINEMA
We are pleased to announce we have added two new live theatre
seasons to our events programme.
We started a season of Oscar Wilde productions with a live
broadcast of A Woman of No Importance from the Vaudeville Theatre in
November. The season will continue with Lady Windermere's Fan
(March), An Ideal Husband (June) and The Importance of Being Earnest
(October).
We will also be screening the RSC season from the beginning of
2018. Productions will include Twelfth Night (February), Macbeth (April),
Romeo and Juliet (July) and The Merry Wives of Windsor (September).
Please always check event programme dates on our website
www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk/events-programme as dates on
printed material may be subject to change.
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STEVINGTON CINEMA
SCREENING DIARY

Date
Screening
Production
5 Dec
The Nutcracker
The Royal Ballet
7 Dec
Young Marx
National Theatre
14 Dec Love Actually
4 Jan 18 TBA
16 Jan 18 Rigoletto
The Royal Opera House
1 Feb
TBA
7 Feb
Tosca
The Royal Opera House
14 Feb
Twelfth Night
Royal Shakespeare Company
22 Feb
Cat On a Hot Tin Roof National Theatre
28 Feb
The Winter’s Tale
The Royal Ballet
1 Mar
TBA
6 Mar
Carmen
The Royal Opera House
20 Mar
Lady Windermere’s Fan Vaudeville Theatre
22 Mar
Julius Caesar
Royal Shakespeare Company
27 Mar
Bernstein Centenary
The Royal Ballet
New McGregor/The Age of Anxiety/New Wheeldon
4 Apr
Macbeth
The Royal Ballet
11 Apr
Macbeth
Royal Shakespeare Company
3 May
Manon
The Royal Ballet
10 May Macbeth
National Theatre
5 Jun
An Ideal Husband
Vaudeville Theatre
12 Jun
Swan Lake
The Royal Ballet
18 Jul
Romeo and Juliet
Royal Shakespeare Company
12 Sep The Merry Wives of
Royal Shakespeare Company
Windsor
9 Oct
The Importance of
Vaudeville Theatre
Being Earnest

Type
Live
Live
Film
Film
Live
Film
Live
Live
Live
Live
Film
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live
Live

Please check www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk for details of
dates, screening times, tickets etc. as they may be subject to change.
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STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE 100 CLUB
Winners of the last three draws are as follows:
Sep 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 98
№ 33
№ 72
№ 24

Chrissie Gifford
Bill Wills-Moren
James Pease
D & T Hollins

Oct 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 62
№ 69
№ 45
№ 56

Chris Atkin
John Hurst
Albert Markham
Mary Mackness

Nov 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

№ 98
№ 26
№ 43
№ 94

Chrissie Gifford
Anne Kay
Heather Robinson
David Gifford

The 100 Club Lottery raises funds for Stevington Village Hall and
since its inception has raised thousands of pounds with the proceeds
being split between the Village Hall and the lucky winners in a monthly
prize-draw with a top prize of £100, making it a very attractive lottery for
YOU!
Investing £60 per year, that's only £5 per month, you have the
chance of winning one of four cash prizes, whilst helping to keep your
local village hall in good order.
The 100 Club currently has some numbers available and if you are
interested to join please contact Hugo on 01234 824894, email
Hugovankempen0@gmail.com or fill in the form below and send to 14
West End, Stevington, MK43 7QU.
Name..........................................................Telephone:.....................................
Address...............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................
Please tick the appropriate box:
□

I enclose £60 cash.

□

I enclose a Cheque for £60 payable to Stevington Social Centre.

□

I enclose £5 cash for the 1st month. Please let me know bank details so
I can set up a standing order.
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STEVINGTON FOOTBALL CLUB
We are extremely pleased and
proud to report that both the first and
reserve terms have started the season
well, with the 2017/18 statistics to date
being as follows:
Ÿ

Ÿ

First Team – Premier Division Position 6th of 16,
played 10, won 5, drawn 3, lost 2 , scored 25 goals, conceded 15
goals, goal difference +10 and 18 points.
Reserve Team – Third Division Position 12th of 15, played 11,
won 3, drawn 2, lost 6 , scored 22 goals, conceded 33 goals, goal
difference -11 and 11 points.

The first team is particularly strong this year and is playing some
very good, fast attacking, football. If they win their games in hand they
can go to a deserved second position in the table.
It’s been a tough start to the season for the reserves in terms of
player availability, with the resulting impact on continuity of team
selection. They have gone from having the minimum number of players
available one week to having enough to field two teams the following
week. However, things have picked up in recent weeks and they have
had a couple of convincing wins of late, including beating Kempston
Athletic First away, the current league leaders, 5-0. It’s amazing the
impact a couple of wins has on player availability!
The reserves also hold the accolade for having the oldest two
scorers in the league this season so far, with Clinton Tatham 55 at
Christmas and Steff Watts at 58 years of age. It’s fantastic that they are
still playing, let alone getting on the scoresheet. Apparently they have
both had their chimneys swept and left their Christmas present list up
there, asking Father Christmas for their ‘last new pair of boots’ - just in
case they keep going for another season!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved
with the club, be it as player, manager, one of the ‘backroom team’,
supporter, Nigel, Jules and the team at the Royal George or a sponsor
for your continued support of Stevington Football Club. We wish you all
a very merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and prosperous new year.
Shane King
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BEDFORD SAILING CLUB
The club is experiencing a revival, with
several recent initiatives and activities,
resulting in an influx of new members and a
return of existing members.
Both our canoeing and rowing tasters
were popular and we now have regular
weekly training outings, suitable for complete
beginners and more advanced paddlers - so
why not come down and give it a go! We will
carry on right through the winter.
Our September BBQ was a very wet success, with the weather
chasing us into the clubhouse. The food and company were great but
the croquet match had to be abandoned.
Following a very long absence of sailing activities at the club, we
have revived SAILING on our beautiful stretch of water and we now have
two boats prepared for everyone to enjoy.
For more information or to book for a free session please contact:
Sailing, canoeing or kayaking:
Dave Brear
daveabrear@aol.com
Rowing or sculling:
Hugo van Kempen
hugovankempen0@gmail.com
01234 824894

COURT LANE LANDSCAPES LTD.
All types of garden work undertaken
Maintenance, Renovation, Design, Lawn and
Hedge Contracts, Tree Felling, Paths, Patios & Sheds
Call Magnus Lennie
Tel: 01234 825169 Mob: 07713 257409
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HARROLD MEDICAL PRACTICE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTIONS
Due to the dwindling number of prescriptions we have collected
over the past few years, Barbara and Pat will be decreasing the number
of visits to Harrold. From February 2018 there will be one collection (on
a Wednesday) every four weeks – so it is even more important to get
your repeat requests to the surgery in good time.
Please continue to tick the items required and write a large letter
‘S’ on the front page of your form. The prescriptions will continue to be
delivered to your door immediately on collection. It is helpful if we know
of any non-regular collections being requested and if a regular
collection is not required. The dates for next year are:
Barbara (822296)
6 & 13 December 2017
7 February
4 April
30 May
25 July
17 October
14 November
9 January 2019

Pat (823250)
3 & 10 January 2018
7 March
2 May
27 June
22 August
19 September
12 December
Barbara Collins and Pat Pickup

When contacting advertisers,
remember to say you found their details in

Stevington Magazine
Blacksmith with a passion for the craft, producing small scale historical
and contemporary ironwork with modern technology and traditional
techniques. I also offer blacksmith experience days for those who want
to try their hand at the craft.
Based at Catton Hall,
South Derbyshire
Facebook.com/Firehoundforge
Firehoundforge@outlook.com
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All of our trustees and supporters would like to thank Chrissie
Galley who stepped down as the chairperson of Friends of St. Mary’s in
October. Chrissie was our chairperson since the organisation was
founded in 2010, since that time she has overseen some terrific
fundraising and fun events in the village that have raised thousands of
pounds to assist the church. She has been the most capable, professional and clear thinking leader any of us could wish for. Chrissie is
remaining a trustee of Friends of St. Marys and will continue to support
all our events in that role.
John Duffield is the new chairperson, Robert Eadie is the Vice
chairperson and Hugo Van Kempen has become a trustee.
SAVE THE DATES
Carols round the Cross Weds 13 December 7.00pm at the Royal George
This year we have moved our traditional carols round the Cross
event to the Royal George where we look forward to a super evening for
all the family with a free glass of mulled wine, soft drinks, sausage rolls
and mince pies as usual. We are extremely grateful for Jules and Nigel’s
support. If the weather allows we will have carols by candle light in the
courtyard or simply step inside if the weather is bad. Music by the
wonderful Bedford Brass.
Chilli & Quiz Saturday 3 March 2018. Church Room.
Why not begin to put your team together for an evening of brain
teasing fun with a super Stevington Supper? Our quiz next year which
will be held at the Church Room with a special guest quiz master who
will set the questions and ensure fair play on the night. Teams of 4 to 6
would be ideal.
Stevington Open Gardens 2018
We are delighted to reveal an exciting project for 2018. This is
open to anyone who lives in Stevington and loves their garden! We are
seeking gardens large & small - established or newly created - lawns &
views, flowers & veggies. Anyone may apply to open their garden to
visitors on Sunday 17 June 2018, 2pm - 6pm, fundraising for St Mary’s
Church. Watch out for details in all the usual places and on our new and
informative website www.stmarysstevington.org.uk.
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LOOKING BACK
The Baptist Church Scarecrow Festival
As always the Baptists Church
scarecrow competition was a brilliant
success that bought a great deal of fun
and friendship to the village. The
entries were superb and whilst FOSM’s
Peter Pan and Captain Hook were not
judged to be the best they were, without
doubt the biggest! Huge thanks to the
Baptist Church for such a great event
and lovely scarecrow tea party.
Heart and Music
Heart and Music performed a
wonderful concert at the Church room
on 25 November which was greatly enjoyed by everyone who attended.
As always their music was a sublime mix of music from different genres
and backgrounds. Heart and Music do not charge for their performance
so all money raised was greatly received by Friends of St. Mary’s Church
Stevington.
Seasonal Wreath Creative Workshop
The Friends of St Mary’s team hosted a successful afternoon of
seasonal wreath making on 25 November in St Mary's Church Room.
Under the guidance of our Stevington florist, Ann Prigmore, we first
gathered, then cut, snipped and wired our way to create very individual
and beautiful wreaths and table centre pieces. A wonderful afternoon
that we will be delighted to repeat next year. A big thank you to all who
supported this event which raised in excess of £170 for St Mary’s Church.
Stained Glass Window Workshop
Local stained glass artist, Annette Jackson, visited Stevington on
2 December to run a family creative workshop in St Mary’s Church
Room. From simple, colourful papers, a big pot of glue and elaborately
cut templates we designed beautiful festive decorations for our homes.
A lovely occasion bringing together local children and adults of all ages.
A chance to get creative!
Thank you for supporting our events, if you are not a member
please consider joining us, details are on the new St. Mary’s Church
website. www.stmarysstevington.org.uk.
John Duffield
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A LARGE BAG COSTS £35

Give a gift of deep rest &
relaxation this Christmas

Mason’s Walling
All kinds of dry
stone and
mortared
stone walling
work, from
repairs to new
build, from field walls to garden
features.
DSWA professional
member, fully insured.

Restorative Yoga with Frances Newman
Tel: 07815 643 366
Email: francesnewman@hotmail.co.uk
www.francesnewmanyoga.co.uk
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Visit masonswalling.co.uk, call Tim
on 07852 230745 or email
masonswalling@hotmail.co.uk
… for beautiful walls that last

Stevington Baptist Church
Here to serve, support and
encourage our community:
seeking to bring fun and
joy to church life
Sundays 10.45 – Morning Worship
All age celebration.
First Sunday of the month at 10.45am in the hall.
A relaxed, contemporary meeting suitable for all ages.
Mondays – Sewing Group
Every Monday during term time from 2pm to 4pm.
Tea, coffee, crafts and sewing. Under 3s area.
Tuesdays – Afternoon Tea
January 9 and March 13. Come along and make new
friends.
Saturdays – Children’s Craft & Fun Club
January 20, February 17, March 17 from 2pm to 4pm.
Craft activities and games for the 8s and under. An opportunity for mums, dads and carers to meet new people.

www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
office@stevingtonbaptistchurch.org

16 Dec

Baptist Church Hall

10am-2pm
Christmas Tree
Festival
4pm
Carol Service

MK43 7QU
An ideal venue for quiet retreats,
meetings, or family parties.
£25 a day, or hourly rates.
For details, call Carol Wareing: 825661
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STEVINGTON WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
TODAY'S WOMEN WORKING FOR TOMORROWS WORLD
It was with great sadness that we learned of the
death of Vivienne Newell on 14 November. Vivienne
was a very long serving member of our WI having
held, amongst others, the posts of president and
secretary. She served on the committee for many years and her invaluable contribution, in arranging our programme of forthcoming events,
will be a very hard act to follow. She will be greatly missed and our
sympathies go to Leonard and all her family.
Following our summer break we held our harvest supper in
September which once again proved a popular event. It was well
supported with nearly all our members attending. We enjoyed the
delicious food provided and the evening was spent catching up with all
the latest news.
Our October meeting was a craft evening. Barbara demonstrated
how to make a Liberty fabric necklace and we then set out making our
very own. The results were amazing and no doubt you will see the
results of our labours being worn by our various members. Thank you
Barbara for your clear instruction and patience!
Beekeeping was the subject of our next
meeting. Sue Lang, a beekeeper, gave a very
interesting and informative talk. From her
presentation we all gained considerable insight
into the life and intelligence of bees.
During the last three months we have
raised funds by providing lunch for two
separate groups of walkers.
A small group of members attended a supper at The Cock,
Pavenham which was very enjoyable and we also became reacquainted
with John who has, in the past, run the Red Lion in our village.
In addition to our meetings, other activities included the book club,
darts and the occasional local walk.
For our Christmas meeting we are planning another craft evening
which will involve making angels for the Christmas tree event at the
Baptist Church in December. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served.
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Dates for your Diary:
14 December
Craft evening
11 January
A puppet’s tale.
Angela Collins
8 February
Body language - Liars and lovers. Vic Botterill
Details of our meetings can be found on our noticeboard in the
Church Room.
Marilyn Billett
OAKLEY RURAL
Christmas will be fast upon us and we
would like to wish everyone connected with
the day centre a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! Our clients are well
underway with Christmas activities and
recently started making Christmas cards. In
the run up to the Christmas season our
clients will be making Christmas decorations and various items linked to the festive period.
Our day centre provides our older people a place where they can
make friends in a warm and comfortable atmosphere. A range of
activities including crafts, entertainment, quizzes and good old conversation are at the heart of our day. We serve freshly prepared home
cooked lunches together with tea, coffee and toast at the start of the day
with beverages throughout.
The centre is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and
places are currently available. For details of costs and advice regarding
transport, contact Lynne on 01234 824935 or 07733 227374.
Thanks to all the children and staff at Oakley Lower School for
donating food parcels at Harvest Festival for our clients. They were
thrilled with the gesture. Also many thanks to Tesco in Riverfield Drive
and Cardington Road, Sainsbury’s Kempston and Morrison’s in Bedford
for providing vouchers for our Cheese and non Alcoholic Wine Party at
the centre. Our clients had a lovely time trying out all the different
cheeses.
I would also like to personally thank our wonderful group of volunteers who give their time to the charity. Volunteers are an integral part
of the set up and we really appreciate what they do for us.
Lynne Godfrey
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BAPTIST NEWS
Far from things dying back for the
winter it has been a busy time at the
Baptist Church, with a lively meeting for
children’s craft and activities, the
scarecrow competition and coming up
fast, the Christmas Tree Festival, not to
mention one or two new faces seen at
the pulpit to bring God's Word on Sunday morning.
The Children’s Craft and Fun Club is on the third Saturday each
month and has become a firm favourite in the calendar. The recent
Scarecrow Festival saw a very high standard attained with Ann and Andy
Frost just getting ahead in the judges' notebook with a wonderful creation
of Mary Poppins, followed by Helen and Richard Dunster's Pied Piper
which took second place.

In the children's section Paddington Bear (watched through the
window by several little bears) caught the judges' eyes and won the cup
for Florence Richbell. A special afternoon tea saw the Baptist Hall
crowded for the awards ceremony. Congratulations to all the winners of
cups and certificates and thanks to everyone who took part in the fun, as
well as to the judges, whose task is made more difficult every time by the
standard being set.
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While all this has been
happening, the Sewing Group has
been meeting every Monday at
2pm.
Some new faces have
become regulars and busy fingers
have been knitting jumpers and
hats for 'fish and chip’ babies.
Many babies in developing
countries are sent home
wrapped in newspaper to
keep them warm which is how they earned their name. More
details about this initiative can be found at
http://glengatewools.co.uk/FishChipBabyJumperHat.pdf or
just come along on a Monday afternoon.
Barely had we recovered our breath than we held our
November afternoon tea on 14 November (see the panel on
page 29) and then moved on
to the Christmas Tree
Festival on Saturday 16
December. As before, trees
will be provided and organisations in the village have
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been invited to decorate a tree, to be viewed in the Baptist Church
throughout the day. The church will be open on 15 December so
everyone can decorate their trees.
At 4pm on the same day as the Christmas Tree Festival, the Rev
Sue Ives will be leading our Carol Service which will be followed by tea,
coffee and mince pies. Everyone is warmly welcomed. On Christmas
Eve at 10.45am the Rev Ray Porter will lead our morning service.
All of a sudden, it will be 2018 with the first Afternoon Tea of the
year planned for January 9 at 3pm.
Peter Evans
www.stevingtonbaptistchurch.org
Photos courtesy of Baptist Church and Barbara Cattermole

STEVINGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB
Christmas is coming and 2017 will soon be
over. Where did the year go?
Our membership is now at 17 – one up
from reported in the September magazine.
Welcome to Anna Hart and thank you for joining
us.
Jake had another ‘go’ at the county singles
but sadly did not progress beyond the preliminaries, winning two and
losing two games. Keep trying Jake – perhaps you need a little more
practice. I know that work and all that keep you away.
Our annual dinner will be on club night on Monday 11 December
and I am sure it will be well attended as usual. The mince pie and wine
night will probably be on 4 December, although it may well be postponed
this year as we only have two club nights in December and there is so
much to fit in before Christmas!
Well now don’t forget we meet on Monday evenings at the village
hall. No need to contact us first - please just turn up from 7.00pm.
The members would like to wish all spike islanders a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2018.
We’ll speak again next March!
Barbara Collins
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WATCHING YOU LEAVE
Insidious to begin within the earliest days
Starting with signs you were changing your ways
Forgetful, detached, a little confused,
I smiled with you while feeling bemused
Wanting to deny what was obviously true
Little by little I was losing you
As if you were retreating into a world of your own
You would often feel nervous if I left you alone
There were days when I watched you like a hawk
As you gazed into space not wanting to talk
Out of reach yet held in my arms
I offered protection to help you keep calm.
So painfully sad to see you slipping away
I did all that I could to prolong your stay
I lost you a while before you finally left
Your going left me totally bereft
I consoled myself that now you were free
Then I looked for myself and couldn't find me
We had become as one as we struggled to cope
As your lights dimmed I lost hope
You had dementia and I was demented
It will be such a long time before I feel contented
I look at your life, remember the days
Before you were ill, all your wonderful ways
So thoughtful, kind, loving and giving
I treasure the memories from when you were living
Written by Jackie Hopper for Dementia
Awareness Week 2015
Submitted by Anne Westbrook
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07918 734917
or
01234 824617
3 Court Lane, Stevington, BEDS
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Local, friendly and professional
hair and beauty at affordable prices.
Offering quality colouring, cutting and styling
services, as well as beautiful nails and
pampering. All in the comfort of your own home.
Senior Citizen Special on a Wednesday:

Rhian Elizabeth Shampoo and Set £10
Beautiful You
Blowdry £10

Cut, Shampoo and Set £15
Perming (includes Cut and Set/Blowdry) £50.00

For other services and prices, or to book an appointment,
please call 07763 098730

Find some time for you

“STUFF” to SELL?
Antiques, Coins and
Jewellery purchased
Marylyn and Ray Wood
01933 353517
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ST. MARY’S MATTERS
Whichever road you take into
Stevington there is always that good feeling
of returning home to a special community.
St. Mary’s is the same. It has been an
integral part of our village community for
hundreds of years.
Times change, of
course, but it is still there for us. Let us know
how you would like to see St Mary’s develop and prosper so that it can
still be there for future generations.
Be more informed about services, events and news, visit our new
website: www.stmarysstevington.org.uk.
Patronal Day 3 September
The roof, with its beautiful wooden angels, resounded to the
sounds of the choir at the Patronal Service. As a link with our past and
reflection of its significance the Holy Well was blessed and the well
dressing, prepared this year by villagers in the Church Room, looked
splendid.
As far as I know, there is only one other Bedfordshire village that
prepares a well dressing. Stevington leads the way again! The later
date for preparation meant the choices of image, colours, foliage and
petals were different but no less challenging and choosing to get
together in the Church Room was brilliant as more people were able to
participate and have a go. Many thanks to all the petallers and special
thanks to Richard Blaney who puddled the clay.
Harvest Home
A terrific evening was had by all at the
Harvest Supper this year on 13 October which was
a sell-out. Food including the scrummy puds was
all cooked by villagers and the singalong added to
the jollification thanks to Michael Robinson and
Andrew Young. Many thanks to all who helped with
the cooking, raffle, flowers, clearing away and all
who came along for such an enjoyable get together.
Better put a note in your diary for next year!
The Harvest Festival Service brought people together to celebrate.
A selection of readings and poems was mixed with prayers and music.
The choir was at its best. In our community, we are generally able to
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appreciate the fruits of harvest and relate to the land around us but for
many this is not possible. With usual generosity, villagers donated
provisions and produce (including delicious homemade bread) which
was welcomed by the people at SMART Prebend Centre, Bedford. The
collection of £141 was sent to the Bishop’s Harvest Appeal ‘Full of
Beans’ which is supporting the development of remote rural communities
in the Philippines.
Lest We Forget
Despite the bitterly cold wind on Remembrance
Sunday, many people attended the Service at the War
Memorial. Familiar though the words and hymns may
be, they never cease to remind us of the impact of war
and conflict on soldiers and their families. Our thanks to
our friends at the Baptist Chapel with whom we share
this Service. Thanks to Richard Galley whose pipes
echoed the lament and to The Bedford Brass Band – the
playing of the youngsters was both moving and
impressive.
Preparing for Christmas
Ÿ
Family Christingle - Sunday 10 December 4pm
All welcome. In aid of the Children’s Society.
Ÿ
Nine Lessons and Carols - Sunday 17 December 5pm
Our traditional candlelit service together. Mulled wine.
Ÿ
Christmas Concert - Monday 18 December in the Village Hall.
Doors open 7 for 7.30pm. Tickets are available in the Community
Shop. £4 for adults and £1 for anyone in FT education.
Ÿ
Christmas Day - Morning Eucharist 9.30am.
Ÿ
31 December - Morning Eucharist 9.30am.
The Giving Tree Christmas Collection - The appeal for gifts this
year is in aid of the Women’s Refuge in Bedford. If you would like to
contribute, please bring gifts for adult women and young toddlers. No
need to wrap. Boxes will be available in the church and Church Room
during December until Sunday 17 December.
Christmas Blessings and a Very Happy Christmas from St Mary’s.
From the Registers
Wedding:

Sarah and Robert Colley
Jane O’Connor, Churchwarden
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SHINE WALK 2017
I have long wanted to do a
marathon. My brother ran one many
years ago, and I got as far as the Bedford
Half Marathon on two or three occasions
in the 1970s, but think that my running days are now over. However, I
do spend rather more time walking our two dogs now I have retired, and
enjoy that, so (perhaps rashly) put my name down for the Shine Walk in
London. They offer both a half marathon and full marathon, but I decided
to go for the full marathon, against the advice of several of my colleagues
who did the same two years ago. It is not quite the same as the Moon
Walk in aid of Breast Cancer (where many walkers wear pink bras), but
is in aid of Cancer Research UK.
Once registered I started asking for sponsorship and quickly
realised how many families have been affected by cancer. Generous
sponsorship started pouring in, and just before the event on 23/24
September I achieved my target of £750 (plus quite a bit more in Gift Aid).
I gradually started increasing the distances I was walking, without
our two dogs as they are getting a bit too old for anything over about an
hour. The Bike ‘n’ Hike in aid of the Historic Churches Trust was a good
warm up and I managed about 16 miles in the 8 hours (with stops at 23
churches mostly in Bedford).
So Sunday 23rd saw me on the train and underground towards
Southwark Park, and as I neared the start, there were more and more
people of various ages wearing their Shine Walk T-shirt, so it was good
to meet up with others. Many were also wearing a multitude of LED
lights about their person – it was really starting to look like a ‘Shine’ Walk.
The organisation was superb. They have two half marathon and
two full marathon starts with I think about 2,500 walkers at each start
time, separated by about an hour, and mine was the final 10:15pm start.
Even then, you are given coloured wrist bands, and each colour
(perhaps 800 walkers) is set off at
different times. After leaving Southwark
Park we walked along a taped off bus
lane for some distance, and the crowd of
walkers was beginning to get more
strung out which made it easier walking.
Photo courtesy of CRUK
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We saw the Shard lit up and towering above us, then crossed
Tower Bridge, passed St Paul’s Cathedral, Marble Arch, Buckingham
Palace, the Houses of Parliament, and many of the other famous London
landmarks. Seeing them at night was quite an experience.
What particularly struck me was that night life in London does not
seem to stop. I thought that by about 2 or 3am there would be only us,
but no – life, party-goers, and the traffic just went on and on, and of
course unlike Stevington, it doesn’t get dark as there is street lighting
everywhere. About 2am a small party hopped off a bus into the line of
walkers, and asked what it was all about and what were we doing. Once
I explained, one of them took a £20 note from his pocket and handed it
to me ‘for a wonderful cause’.
By 3am it was starting to get quite hard work, around the 18 to 20
mile stage which I think is referred to as ‘the wall’ - but around that time
my mental arithmetic suggested that I might manage under 8 hours for
the whole walk, having been aiming at perhaps 9. It’s amazing what a
target like that can do to keep you going (for someone as competitive as
me!).
Around 4am there was a shout of ‘look at the fox over there’. I
looked round assuming that I had probably missed a fleeting glance of it
nipping between bins, but not a bit of it. It was calmly standing beside
the road while our little group of walkers passed, and then crossed the
road behind us.

Photo courtesy of
Robert Eadie

There is quite a lot of crossing roads, inevitably, and the organisation is superb with a volunteer (many also dressed up and lit up) at
each crossing point to ensure that things were done safely. Some of
them had started around 7pm for the first starters and expected to be
there till about 10 or 11am the next morning.
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I had hoped to see the sunrise over London, but walked too quickly
and finished just after 6am. The finish line was inside the Old
Billingsgate market, and we had to walk up the steps into the building –
surprisingly difficult after 26+ miles. After a hot coffee, I set off back to
Bedford. As I got off the train, it was obvious who on the Bedford
platform had also been on the Shine Walk, as the hour on the train had
stiffened our muscles and we hobbled to the exit. A hot bath, and hours
of sleep saw me virtually recovered, and I managed to walk the dogs
again on Monday morning.
The sense of achievement was fantastic, topped by the total raised
through sponsorship eventually exceeding £1,100 (plus Gift Aid!). Many
thanks to all my generous sponsors from Stevington and beyond.
Robert Eadie

THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE - WHAT'S ON
Learning Lunchtime Talks (15 & 29 January, 5, 19 & 29 February)
11am. Approx 1 hour with time for questions. Various subjects of local
interest. Free but donations welcome.
Sunday Strolls (3 December, 7 January, 4 February)
A gentle Sunday walk. Meet at reception at 10.30am. Walk lasts approx.
2 hours. Cost £1 no need to book. Call 01234 767037 for details.
Volunteer Tasks (7, 10, 19 & 21 December)
A variety of practical projects. Meet at the Forest Centre at 9.30am.
Wear old clothes and bring lunch if you are going to stay all day. For
details and to confirm attendance call 01234 762614 or contact
anna.charles@marstonvale.org. There are other volunteer tasks off
site. Ask for details.
Health Walks (Wednesdays 10.30am)
Free, no need to book. Most walks start at reception but some
eleswhere - see noticeboard or ring 01234 767037 to
confirm.
Christmas Activities:
For information on events including Santa’s
Enchanted Forest Grotto and Christmas
Lunches visit:
www.marstonvale.org/events.html
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THE DIARY OF EBENEZER SCROOGE
This diary came out of an activity in the early days
of the Creative Writing Group.
Christmas Eve 1839 - My offices late afternoon.
I have been required to write a diary of my
business in the Christmas period. I shall do this on the clear understanding that my fee will be 3 guineas to be paid on completion and half
a crown a day thereafter if the debt is not paid on time.
Christmas is a busy time with many people spending above their
means - my bounden duty is to teach them the error of their ways by
charging ruinous interest. My irritating nephew, Fred, diverted me from
my many tasks by wishing me a Merry Christmas. What right has he to
be merry? He’s poor enough! Fred left with a flea in his ear. I was also
bothered by the arrival of two charity workers. ‘What shall I put you down
for?’ asked a mealy-mouthed do-gooder. ‘Nothing’ I replied. Towards
the end of business, my clerk asked for the whole day off to indulge
himself on his seasonal celebrations. ‘Only once a year’ he said - a poor
excuse for picking a man’s pocket every 25th of December!
The evening of the same day
This evening’s events have left me shocked to the core and yet I
can’t be sure that they are not a figment of my imagination. I have had
an encounter with the ghost of my deceased partner, Jacob Marley, or
so it seemed. I could see right through him and he was weighed down
with enormous chains. He terrified me by saying that he was doomed to
wander through the world and witness what he cannot share but might
have shared on earth, and turned to happiness. But, like me, he was
mean. He told me to expect three spirits and when he went through the
window, he joined a flock of ghostly phantoms that flew by. I went to bed
without undressing. I am most unsettled and fearful.
Later that night
I was woken by the first apparition - the Spirit of Christmas past
who looked like a child but also like an old man. He took me on a journey
back to my childhood. I saw myself sitting alone in boarding school
because my father didn’t want me to return home for Christmas. Then I
saw dear Fan, my little sister, who kindly came to see me to invite me
back home. ‘She died a woman’, said the Ghost ‘and had children’. ‘One
child, my nephew, Fred.’ I replied tearfully. But my heart leapt when the
spirit took me to see my first employer, Fezziwig, who knew how to make
us happy at Christmas. The happiness he gave us was as great as if it
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cost a fortune! At that point, I thought of
my clerk and the happiness I didn’t give
him. Then I was heart-broken to see my
younger self being discarded by Beth,
the girl I had courted for so long. ‘A
golden idol has replaced me,’ she said
‘and I have seen your nobler aspirations
fall off one by one, until the masterpassion, Gain, engrosses you.’ I was
grief stricken on hearing this and begged the spirit
to take me home. It pains me to see what I once was
and to reflect on what I have become.
On the stroke of one
I woke up to see the Ghost of Christmas Present - the like of which
I have never seen before. This gargantuan spirit was clothed in a green
robe and was encircled by a veritable cornucopia of Christmas fare. He
took me on a journey to show me some Christmas celebrations. Bob
Cratchit’s family were enjoying their modest dinner and they toasted my
health reluctantly. Their crippled youngest son, Tiny Tim, sat next to Bob
who held his withered little hand in his as if he loved the child and
dreaded that he might be taken from him. I asked the spirit if Tim would
live. He replied: ‘I see a vacant seat and a crutch without an owner,
carefully preserved’. ‘Say he will be spared!’ I replied. ‘Not if these
shadows remain unaltered by the future …..’ said the spirit. I shuddered
at his words. The spirit took me to my nephew Fred’s house where the
family and friends were playing jolly games one of which was at my
expense. No more than I deserve! Before he left, the ghost showed me
two children known as Ignorance and Want. I asked him if there was any
refuge or resource for them. ‘Are there no prisons?’ cried Christmas
Present. ‘Are there no workhouses?’ The self-same words I used to the
charity workers. I feel no end to my shame and self-loathing.
The bell struck twelve
I looked around for the Ghost but his time was up. Instead I beheld
a solemn hooded phantom.
I was in the presence of Christmas Yet To Come - I feared him
more than any spectre I had seen. The spirit said nothing but pointed to
a group of business men who were speaking about a mean minded
colleague who had died. ‘It is likely to be a very cheap funeral’ said one.
Then the phantom guided me to a hovel where some ragamuffins were
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arguing about who would take the possessions of a dead person.
Outside two worried folk spoke of their relief at the death of their creditor
because they thought that their debt would die with him. My fears
intensified when I saw these things but I was heart-broken when I learnt
of Tiny Tim’s death. I almost cried out with grief when Bob said: ‘When
we recollect how patient and mild he was, we shall not quarrel easily
amongst ourselves, and forget poor Tiny Tim in doing it.’ I then saw the
phantom summon me to a grave stone which had my name on it. With
horror, I shouted out: ‘I am not the man I was. I will not be the man I have
been after all these exchanges. Why show me all this if I am past all
hope?’ I said that I would honour Christmas in my heart and try to keep
it all the year. As I held up my hands in a last prayer to have my fate
reversed, I saw the spirit collapse and dwindle into a bedpost.
Christmas Day early on
I was over the moon. I was back in my bedroom. I was as light as
a feather, as happy as an angel, as merry as a schoolboy. Talking of
which, I shouted down to a lad to buy a prize turkey and take it to Bob
Cratchit’s house. Of course, I would pay for it and give the lad a tip. I
ran out into the street wishing all the passers by a ‘Merry Christmas’ and
made my peace with the charity workers and my nephew, Fred. I am
truly not the man I was!
Nine am Boxing Day
Today I played a trick on my clerk, Bob Cratchit who arrived a few
minutes late. ‘I am very sorry, sir. I am behind my time.’ I replied: ‘I am
not going to stand this any longer. So I am about to - raise your salary!’
Bob thought I had taken leave of my senses. I’ll end this diary with the
words I spoke to Bob Cratchit: ‘A Merry Christmas, Bob, much more
than I have given you for many a year! I’ll raise your salary and
endeavour to assist your struggling family.
Make up the fires and buy another coal-scuttle
before you dot another i, Bob Cratchit.’
I shall endeavour to be a second father to
Tiny Tim and I now know how to keep the spirit
of Christmas throughout the year. What of the
fee you were meant to pay? Instead I shall give
this to you in triplicate as a donation to a charity
of your choice for allowing me to tell you the
story of my ghostly transformation! Merry
Christmas everyone!
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THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody/podiatry care of the highest quality
from a specialist with 20 years of experience in both NHS and
private practice.
Graeme A Paterson, BSc, SRCh, FPodA, FCPod(S).
Podiatric Specialist.
Health Professions Council registered.
For further information, to arrange a consultation or home visit please
contact
The Harrold Medical Practice
Peaches Close,
Harrold,
Beds.
MK43 7DX
Tel: 01234 720225
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COWLEY Di GIORGIO
SOLICITORS
63 HARPUR STREET
BEDFORD
MK40 2SR

Telephone: (01234) 218171

Fax: (01234) 327632

email: cowley@cowleydigiorgio.co.uk
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HOMELESSNESS IN BEDFORD
SMART PREBEND CENTRE
Thank you to everyone who has supported this local charity
helping the homeless in Bedford. There has been a lot of coverage
about this issue in the news lately and sadly homelessness is on the
increase for all sorts of reasons and every person has their story.
Needless to say the onset of cold weather is making rough-sleeping
extremely difficult and it is hard for us to imagine just what it is like to
have no roof over our head or protection from the winter weather.
For some years now Stevingtonians have generously supported
the Prebend Street Day Centre. ‘SMART’ is continuing the work formerly
done by BECHAR and needs our help. Information about the work of the
organisation and the various ways in which we can help from volunteering to donating money, clothing or food can be found on the website:
www.smartcjs.org.uk.
For newcomers, the Collection Box for items of suitable clothing
and food can be found in the Church Room. The Day Centre always has
need of the following:
Ÿ
Men’s warm clothing, hoodies, layers, socks and underwear.
Women’s similar warm clothing. Sleeping bags (bedding cannot
be accepted just now).
Ÿ
Food – canned meat and vegetables, pasta and pasta sauces, pot
noodles, soups. Tea, coffee, biscuits.
Ÿ
Toiletries – men’s and women’s.
Should you be in any doubt as to whether clothes you want to
‘throw’ are suitable, please know that clothing which cannot be used can
also be redeemed for cash so will not be wasted!
If you have any of the above to donate but are unable to transport
them to the Church Room please give me a call and I can arrange to
collect them from you.
Chrissie Fitch
Tel: 822945
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HARROLD ODELL COUNTRY PARK NEWS
Winter is upon us again, the busiest time of
our working year. There are big changes in the wildlife as well. Summer
species, like Swallows, migrate back to Africa and are replaced by winter
species, like Fieldfare and Wigeon, coming in from Scandinavia.
Over the coming winter until the end of March, the staff and
volunteers will be engaging in this year’s woodland and hedge
management. We started coppicing willow to provide the weavers and
stakes needed for this year’s hedge laying. This year’s plot is located
adjacent to the tin shed and fire site. This area was last harvested in
2011 and the regrowth is now mature enough to crop again.
The same materials are
also used wherever we need to
make
hurdle
fencing.
Examples of these can be
seen
outside
the
main
entrance of the Dragonfly Café
and along the lake edge,
where people feed the ducks.
We will be laying the next
section of over-mature hedge
between the main bridge and the bus stop on the far bank. The sections
previously laid have come back beautifully and make an excellent
boundary to the park. Some of your parking donations have recently
been spent on training for six of our regular volunteers on the correct use
of hedge trimmers so we can spread the load, when it comes to
managing the hedges, in the future. There is no point in laying them if
we then fail to keep them trimmed.
Additional tasks include cleaning out the culvert at the overflow
from Grebe Lake and all the other drainage ditches around the park. If
we do suffer any excessive rainfall in the next few months then we need
to be able to channel any flood water out of the park and into the river as
efficiently as possible. Over the summer months they can become
clogged with debris and fallen branches which dam up the system.
As I’m writing this, we still have 16 cows in the river meadow. I
anticipate that the grazier will take them back to Pavenham at the end of
November. If all goes according to plan, we will have a new herd at the
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end of next April to continue their good work keeping the grass down in
the river meadow.
I sadly have to report that we’ve seen an increase in the level of
dog fouling, particularly instances of filled dog bags being thrown over
hedges, hung on tree branches and even on our entrance gates! We
simply can’t understand the mentality that leads to this type of behaviour!
99% of our dog-owning visitors are brilliant about cleaning up and using
the bins provided. However, that other 1% is making life uncomfortable
for everyone else.
All dog owners know their responsibilities and we even provide
bags free of charge so there’s no excuse. Let me reiterate that we, the
park staff, have the power to issue £75 fixed penalty notices to anyone
caught fouling or littering in any way. We can also issue a ticket if we
catch a dog inside the perimeter fence of either of the two children’s play
areas within the park.
On a happier note, on Friday 26 January, we’re planning to repeat
last year’s Wassailing event where we bless the chief apple tree to
ensure a good harvest, process along the bridleway to the bird hide,
making as much noise as possible to drive away the evil spirits and
anoint the tree with an offering of cider. We then sing the Wassail song
before retiring to the bird hide for mulled cider, nibbles and apple cake.
We also have a Wassail King and Queen to oversee proceedings. Apple
juice will be served to those who don’t want alcohol.
If you’d like to participate, please note BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL.
We must know numbers for catering purposes. Please see the poster
on page 48 for details. It will be displayed in the noticeboards and on our
website www.hocp.co.uk.
The Dragonfly Café is planning to open for limited hours Christmas
Eve, Boxing Day, New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day. As I write this, the
actual hours haven’t been confirmed but when this has been decided
they will post details on the door and we’ll be able to put the information
on the website. In the meantime, they will be operating daily from
9am-4pm. Breakfasts are served until 11.30am, lunches until 2.30pm
then cakes and drinks until closing. They can be called directly on 01234
331278.
It just remains for us to wish all our visitors and everyone in the
community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Richard &
I hope we’ll see you all in 2018.
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Dates for your Diary
Health Walks (December 28, January 11 & 25)
We lead a Health Walk in the park every other Thursday. This is a
national scheme sponsored by Macmillan Cancer Support and the
Rambler’s Association. We meet at the café entrance (woodland side)
at 10.30am for registration. This is an ideal way to get fit gently and to
make new friends. There is always an opportunity for a coffee in the café
afterwards. For more info contact Janet Munro on 01234 720016 or
email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk.
Please note that the 14 December walk is only open to those
already registered as there is a pre-booked Christmas lunch afterwards.
Friends Group Task Days (September 25, October 30)
These are held on the last Monday of the month (a week earlier if a Bank
Holiday). Meet at the park office at 10am for tea. Bring stout shoes,
sturdy clothing and a packed lunch. We provide gloves, tools and
refreshments.
For info call 01234 720016 or email
richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk.
Special Events
Wassailing at 6pm on Friday 26 January. Meet in the overflow car park
accessed via the gate to the bridleway track. Ensure that you bring a
torch and utensils to bang and make a noise. See poster for more
details. Email janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk to book a place.
Janet Munro - Country Park Guardian
Photo courtesy of HOCP

WASTE COLLECTIONS
Month
December
January
February
March

Rubbish
5, 19
2, 16, 30
13, 27
13, 27

Recycling
12, TBA
9, 23
6, 20
6, 20

Green
None
None
None
6, 20

Dates are estimate, new timetable not available at time of publication
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