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VILLAGE DIARY
June
7 Bulky Waste Collection
7 Manor House Open Garden
11 WI Medicinal Teas from our Gardens and Lanes. Church Room 7.30pm
13 FOSM Concert. St Mary’s Church 7.30pm (see page 17)
13 & 14 Harrold Odell Country Park Mini Woodworks Event. (see page 56)
21 Open Church Sunday. St Mary’s Church. 11am to 5pm (see page 44)

July
1 Parish Council Meeting. Church Room 7.30pm
2 Stevington Cinema Club. Taken (see page 20)
5 WI Centenary Open Gardens (see page 40)
5 Bedford Sailing Club Picnic and River Rides (see page 28)
9 WI An Old Dog Who Learnt New Tricks. Church Room 7.30pm
12 Wimbledon Comes to Stevington! (see page 18)
14 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall
19 Manor House Open Garden. Teas in aid of the Community Shop

August
1 FOSM Tea Party
6 Stevington Cinema Club. Matinee
Spirited Away
(See
Evening
Hugo
page 20)
22 Bedford Sailing Club BBQ and River Rides (see page 28)
23 Magazine Copy Date (Sunday)
30 St Mary’s Church Outing to Little Gidding (see page 44)

September
3 Stevington Cinema Club. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (see page 20)
8 Afternoon Tea. Baptist Hall
9 Parish Council Meeting. Church Room 7.30pm
12 Sponsored Bike ‘n Hike (see page 35)
26 Scarecrow Competition (see page 26) & Awards Dinner (see page 38)

October
17 Bedford Sailing Club Quiz Night (see page 28)

November
14 Launch of ‘The Natural History of Stevington’. St. Mary’s Church

Photographs as credited
Cover drawn by John Goddard
Opinions expressed in the Stevington Magazine are those of the
contributors and are not necessarily shared by the Editor.
Some features may be kept for future issues.
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HELLO STEVINGTON!

Congratulations to Stevington Football Club who have had an
absolutely brilliant season winning an unprecedented Bedfordshire
Football League treble – that’s winning League Division 2, the Bedfordshire FA Junior Challenge Cup and the Jubilee Cup. See page 29 for
the full report. Stevington is very proud of all involved and we wish you
luck in Division 1 next year.
The natural history of Stevington book will be launched on 14
November. If you want to subscribe in advance and order your copy at
a reduced price you need to do so by 30 June. See page 27 for full
details and the order form.
Stevington Cinema Club is now in full swing. Thanks to everyone
involved for getting this up and running for the benefit of the whole
village. For the schedule of films coming up in the next few months and
details of how to get tickets see page 20. The committee is asking for
ideas of what we would like to see in the future. The first live sports event
will be the Wimbledon Men’s Final on 12 July (complete with strawberries and cream) in aid of Bedford Hospital Primrose Unit (see page
18).
Finally we would like to thank everyone who has supported us so
far in our fundraising for Help for Heroes. At the time of writing we have
raised £9,300. Our goal is to raise £10,000 before we start the Rally on
13 June, that’s just one week away! We are paying all the costs of the
event ourselves so every penny goes to the charity. We would be
delighted if you can sponsor us and help us reach our target (see page
41).
Heather and Keith

NEXT MAGAZINE
The next edition of the Stevington Magazine should be delivered
sometime around 5-6 September 2015. The last day for receipt of copy
for that Magazine is Sunday 23 August 2015. Articles should reach
Heather and Keith Parkinson (Old Paddock, Church Road, Tel. 826677,
e-mail stevington.magazine@googlemail.com) on that day, although
we will be delighted to receive copy at any time before then.
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STEVINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN LAUNCH THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who attended the three events
in April to launch the Stevington Neighbourhood Plan
and who provided comments and feedback. The
Working Group was delighted to see almost 200
people at the three events. If you were not able to attend the website
www.stevington.com gives full details and shows display materials.
If you have thought of further comments and suggestions you would
like to make please get these to us via the website or the box in the
community shop.
The Working Group is very grateful to all volunteers who helped
make the launch events so successful. Particular thanks are due to
Janine Lockwood, who designed the posters, leaflets and information
sheet; those who baked delicious biscuits, Jane Read, Lucy Meakin
and members of the Working Group. Thank you also to the WI
volunteers who kept everyone supplied with tea, coffee and juice Diane Bate and Rosie Stanbridge on Thursday evening, Jackie
Gooding and Marilyn Billett on Saturday afternoon and Vivienne Newell
and Jean Edwards on Sunday afternoon. We would also like to thank
Sue Churchill and Jane O’Connor for organising children’s activities on
the two afternoons. The Working Group is very appreciative of all the
support given by Parish Councillors at each event - thank you to Paul
O’Flynn, Sarah Bush and Pete Fisher.
Linda Penney
Stevington Neighbourhood Plan Working Group

STEVINGTON ROAD RACE KITCHEN / CANTEEN
Many thanks to my helpers on 10 May. Very much appreciated.
Special mention of Carol Woods, Carol Wareing, Mary Murzyn and
Denise Russell – without you the morning would have been very difficult.
Although the athlete numbers were down and they didn’t bring
the usual family supporters with them we made £147.85 to go towards
Social Centre funds.
Very satisfactory, thank you.
Barbara Collins
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HELP FOR HEROES BIG BREAKFAST
Thank you to everyone who supported our Help for Heroes Big
Breakfast event on Sunday 19 April. We sold 104 tickets, served 95
people on the day and raised a total of £851.
Thanks to the Social Centre Committee for allowing us to use the
hall free of charge and to St Mary’s Church for lending us additional
tables, cups and saucers. Also to the Friends of St Mary’s and many in
the village for lending us teapots and other items. We still have one
homeless teapot so let us know if yours is missing!
Thank you to Frances Hirst for being part of the team serving
tables and to Barbara Collins for selling tickets in the village.
Thanks to everyone in Stevington for their support
Heather & Keith Parkinson
THE BELLS, THE BELLS!
Can I thank our bell-ringers for their performances most Sunday
mornings? It completes an idyllic rural picture of the village when
walking the dogs on a fine spring or summer morning, looking down on
the village from the railway or beyond, and hearing the distinctive sound
of the church bells calling villagers to worship. I personally think that the
sound is clearer since the louvres in the tower were recently replaced
with new wood – perhaps the old was rotten and soft and was absorbing
the sound? I certainly think the performances have improved, or
perhaps I am just getting more practised at following the changes.
I appreciate that my experiences are often from a distance, and
those who live nearer might well be thinking ‘that blessed racket again!’
(as I used to in my childhood in Kent, when my bedroom window faced
the church for the weekly 6:30 bells calling for the 7.00am service!).
However, if they are thinking ‘that blessed racket’, their thoughts
are in the right direction.
Robert Eadie
POST BOX - COLLECTION
Please note that the collection from the post boxes by the Red Lion
and in West End is now 4.00pm Monday to Friday.
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TEAS SUNDAY 17 MAY FOR ST JOHN'S AT MOGGERHANGER
A big thank you to everyone who helped to make this event so
successful. Thank you to all of you who made the lovely cakes, helped
on the day and also to those who came to
eat the spoils of their labour. In total we
made £677.22 which included the cash
from the sale of the cakes in the shop after
the event.
Margaret Pyner
ROGUE CHORISTER!
When Andrew returned home from choir practice at the Church
Room on Tuesday, he told me that the altos and sopranos had been
practicing a few notes, when a male blackbird came right outside the
window and decided to join in, quite loudly but singing all the wrong notes!
Susan Young

CHURCH ROOM
CLEANER WANTED
ARE YOU INTERESTED?
We need someone to clean
the Church Room
once a week.
Good rates and friendly
surroundings!
If you are interested, please contact
Jane O’Connor at
jojo2.oconnor@gmail.com or tel: 825578
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‘STEVINGTON
MAGAZINE’

STEVE KELF
of

is Supported by Local Advertisers.
Please Support them.
Please indicate where you saw
their advert.

S.K. PLUMBING
& MAINTENANCE
Your local qualified plumber

Save your time & money
For All Household Needs!
Professional Affordable
Domestic Cleaning Company
Regular / One off Cleans
Spring/After Party/House Move Cleans

Specialising in
Bathroom and Kitchen Re-fits
and General Property
Maintenance
Call Steve for a free quotation
or advice!
07971 664253 or 01234 721844
Email: nf100369@yahoo.co.uk

Friendly Efficient Trustworthy Reliable
& Local!
Fully insured

No contracts

CASH for CURIOS

References can be supplied

Antiques, Coins and
Jewellery purchased

Call for a free no obligation home
appraisal
01234 306485 or 07821 700320

Marylyn and Ray Wood
01933 353517

saveyourtimeandmoney@yahoo.co.uk
www.save-your-time.co.uk

COURT LANE LANDSCAPES LTD.
All types of garden work undertaken
Maintenance, Renovation, Design, Lawn and
Hedge Contracts, Tree Felling, Paths, Patios & Sheds
Call Magnus Lennie
Tel: 01234 825169 Mob: 07713 257409
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STEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT
MAY 2014 - MAY 2015
During the fifth year of the last Parish Council’s term we saw
many changes in personnel. Our Chairman, Tim Stanbridge, resigned
because of pressure of work. Tim was a long serving member of the
council whose experience in village matters will be sorely missed. Keith
Parkinson also left because of the pressure of business but not before
he had, with Roz Buchanan, completely reviewed all Standing Orders
required for the effective running of the Parish Council’s general
business and its financial affairs. This was a huge undertaking which
Keith saw through to the finish. We are very grateful for his efforts.
Keith also played a major role in planning responses to the Borough
Council. In addition to business pressure Jane Thomas had family
matters to attend to so resigned because she felt that she could not give
sufficient time to the Parish Council. Jane contributed greatly to the
Council and we hope that she will do so again in the future. Brian
Stammers served to the end of the last Council but decided not to stand
for re-election because of work pressure. Like the others Brian brought
a great deal to Parish Council meetings and contributed hugely to the
overall running of the last Council.
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During the course of the year Pete Fisher, Graham Read,
Samantha Stapleton and Andrew Lockwood were co-opted. Pete has
taken responsibility for finance, insurance and general health and
safety issues. In addition to being on the Parish Council Pete is
continuing to serve as Secretary of the Social Centre.
Graham has taken the lead role in the Neighbourhood Plan,
Samantha in the Social Centre and Andrew in the Neighbourhood Plan
website. All four are already making a big impact on village matters.
Ward Councillor Pat Olney has been tireless in her support of
Stevington Parish Council during the course of the last term. As the
newly re-elected Ward Councillor we congratulate her on her election
and look forward to her continuing support as we start the new term.
The incoming Parish Council is:
Sarah Bush
Pete Fisher
Andrew Lockwood
Paul O’Flynn
Graham Read
Samantha Stapleton
There is one vacant position. The new Council will recruit a
seventh member.
Council Meetings
The council has met 9 times in the past year. All meetings are
open to the public so please do come along (even if it only for part of
the meeting). The minutes of Parish Council meetings are published
on the website. The dates for the remainder of the Parish Council
meetings in 2015 are 1 July, 9 September, 21 October (all in the Church
Room) and 2 December in the Baptist Church Hall, West End. All
meetings start at 7.30pm and there will be 15 minutes at the start of
each meeting for public questions. Ten days before a meeting a notice
will be posted on the Parish Council noticeboard and on the Parish
website (http://stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk) confirming the date
of the meeting and giving details of whom you should contact if there is
an issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Parish Council.
The agenda will be published on the main noticeboard and the website
three days before the date of the meeting.
A new Parish Council noticeboard has been sited close to the
post box. A finishing plinth will be added shortly. This notice board will
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be locked to prevent non Parish Council notices being posted which
could mistakenly be attributed to the Council. Our thanks go to Ade
Churchill for donating his time and energy to erect the board and we
also send our best wishes to Ade for a speedy recovery after his recent
accident. A second noticeboard for general use will be added soon.
The telephone has been removed from the public telephone box.
The box has been completely refurbished by Richard Blayney and a
defibrillator will be installed soon.
It is our intention to work closely with Pat Olney to secure as many
Borough Council grants as possible both from the Ward fund and the
Mayor’s Climate Change Fund. The Parish Council is committed to
investing in the Village Hall.
The recently formed cinema club has had three very well
supported nights. Steve Cole and Roger Penney have been the driving
force behind this venture with an enormous investment in time, energy
and money. Well done and thank you. Malcolm Macdonald and his
team will run the club.
The Parish Council acknowledges with gratitude the legacy left to
the Social Centre by the late Terry Studley. The money will turn
ambitious plans in to completed projects. A permanent acknowledgement to Terry will be erected in a suitable location.
Ongoing Parish Council Issues
The main issues facing the Council continue to be planning
issues. There were a few contentious applications in the past year and
frankly some decisions that the Parish Council could not understand.
For this very reason it is the intention of the incoming Council to arrange
a meeting with the Borough’s Director of Planning to get a better
understanding of how some of the planning decisions were reached.
Another issue that concerns the Council is The Red Lion. The
owner of The Red Lion gave an assurance to the Parish Council and
the people of Stevington that he would submit a planning application for
two houses facing on to Church Road. His commitment was given at
the end of June 2014 with an understanding that an application would
be presented within two months. He has clearly failed to honour his
promise. The Parish Council will investigate ways to force a resolution
to this ongoing issue. We have tolerated this eyesore for long enough.
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The most important issue that the Council has faced in the past
year and will continue to face for the next year or two is the Neighbourhood Plan. This is a mammoth task which is being spearheaded
by Graham Read and Andrew Lockwood ably assisted by a band of
volunteers.
Neighbourhood Plan
The launch event, spread over three days, was a tremendous
success. It demonstrated how much progress has been made since
the idea was first floated by Helen Prentice when she was Chair of the
Parish Council. At this rate we will have a set of planning rules tailored
to meet the needs of Stevington within two years. The Stevington
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group (SNPWG) is going through all the
feedback from the launch event and is still happy to receive further
comments and suggestions, for this phase of the project. Once the
initial responses have been collated a questionnaire will be prepared to
get your views on the key issues. Then a draft Neighbourhood Plan will
be prepared and circulated for consultation. In addition to getting the
views of the people of Stevington we will need to involve the Borough
Council and the Planning Inspectorate before we can go to a public
referendum. If the referendum approves the plan the Neighbourhood
Plan becomes legally enforceable as part of the framework of planning
rules. It will be the first document that any proposals are measured
against.
The Parish Council would like to thank all of you who attended the
launch event, those who made suggestions and the members of the
SNPWG. There is still a great deal to do but with the village pulling
together it will be done.
Check www.stevington.com for further information
comments. There is a suggestion box in the Church Room.

and

The SNPWG will report separately in future.
Parish Clerk and Planning Assistant
Votes of thanks to Roz Buchanan and Mary Murzyn were passed
at the last Parish Council meeting in recognition of the great work that
they do to support the Parish Council.
Broadband
The Parish Council is in contact with Bedford Borough Council.
Paul Vann from Bedford Borough Council will give an update through
the Stevington Village Magazine.
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Speeding
The recent speed survey showed that the majority of drivers obey
the speed limit but extra care needs to be taken in Court Lane and Park
Road where parking can sometimes obstruct a driver’s view of
oncoming traffic.
Clubs
The hard work put in to the forming and running of Stevington
Football Club by the late Dennis King has paid off. They lifted three
trophies this season. Congratulations guys. The Parish Council recognises the work done by all clubs and societies in the village.
Financial Report
The annual accounts were approved at our meeting on 15 April and
can be seen on our website at http//stevington.bedsparishes.gov.uk.
All approved financial documents are available by request from our
Clerk who can be contacted at stevingtonpc@live.co.uk. The Parish
Council will be submitting its annual return to the external auditors by
the audit date of 23 June 2015.
Stevington Parish Council
May 2015
Contact details:
Paul O’Flynn - Chair
823306
Sarah Bush
824007
Pete Fisher
825022
Andrew Lockwood
825586
Graham Read
Sam Stapleton
Roz Buchanan - Clerk

46 Park Road, MK43 7QG
Twin Cottage, Church Road,
MK43 7QB
3 The Bakery, Silver Street,
MK43 7QH
42 Silver Street, MK43 7QP
graham_read@hotmail.co.uk
White Cottage, 8 Church Road,
MK43 7QB
stevingtonpc@live.co.uk

Mary Murzyn – Planning Assistant West End Farm, West End,
824267
MK43 7QU
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BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL NEWS
I am very pleased to have the opportunity to represent you again
on the Borough Council for the next four years. I will do my very best for
you as individuals, as groups and for the village as a whole.
Stevington Neighbourhood Plan
What a successful launch! It was great to see so many people
from Stevington interested in how their village might develop in the
future. The group is now working on all your comments and it will be
interesting to see the results. Please read the article in this edition of the
magazine.
Speed Cameras in Oakley
Many people have already noticed the speed cameras in
Pavenham Road and Station Road, Oakley. These are not ‘live’ yet as
they need to be calibrated. They will probably be ‘live’ in early to mid
June. Many people have already slowed down - so keep practising so
that you do not get caught speeding on these roads!
You will soon see the cameras up in the High Street, Church Lane
and Lovell Road, Oakley. Once up the Borough will calibrate them and
then they will also be ‘live’.
It will be good to see slower traffic on our roads. This is thanks to
the joint working of the Bedford Borough Council and the Oakley Parish
Council who saw the project through to fruition.
Network Rail Electrification Improvement Works
Some of you will have already been disturbed by the noise from the
railway. This is part of the electrification of the railway between Bedford
and Kettering. The work is to take place from 23.00 to 7.00 hours at
weekends and midweek nights between 26 May and 18 June.
At certain locations they will be undertaking piling activities, which
have the potential to cause some vibration. This might become perceptible if your house is very close to the railway. Network Rail wish to
reassure us that any vibration will be controlled as far as possible.
They will be using engineering trains, road rail vehicles, mobile
piling rigs, mobile tower lights and various plant and tools. For safety
reasons much of the work can only be undertaken when the trains are
not running and there will be some noise disturbance. Railtrack has
assured us that they will make every effort to keep the controllable noise
to the minimum.
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If you have any concerns please go to www.networkrail.co.uk or
telephone the 24 hour helpline on 0345 711414.
Borough Councillor Pat Olney
Telephone 01234 824384
Email
pat.olney@btopenworld.com
Website
www.patolney.wordpress.com
SUPERFAST BROADBAND FOR
STEVINGTON
Bedford Borough Council’s first
superfast broadband project with BT is
for the delivery of an additional 8,200
premises with superfast broadband
access by mid-2016. Good overall progress is being made with nearly
6,000 achieved by the end of May 2015.
Most of Stevington is in phase 3 of the seven (superfast) phase
project with delivery planned for between January and June 2015.
However, in spite of the on-schedule standing and powering of the
required new cabinet in Stevington (Oakley No.7), it will not go ‘live’ for
a little while as there have been major problems with the condition of the
existing ducting to the village through which the necessary fibre needs
to be ‘blown’. It has been agreed that a further 2km of new duct is
required which will take some time to lay. As a result we are probably
now looking at August/September time for delivery.
When the cabinet does go live a sticker will appear on the cabinet
and the Council will leaflet the village to let people know, so that they can
order a superfast service from their current (or a new) service provider.
Some remoter parts of Stevington (e.g. Tithe Farm and nearby
premises) are not linked to this cabinet and, even where their cabinet (a
Turvey one in the case of Tithe Farm) is in the recently signed second
superfast contract with BT, distance from the cabinet may be a factor
preventing superfast access. Further funding (already identified),
satellite options or business connection vouchers may well be the way
forward for such premises.
To keep up to date on progress and options, visit the Borough
Council’s broadband web site page www.bedford.gov.uk/broadband
or contact Paul Vann, paul.vann@bedford.gov.uk, at the Council.
Paul Vann
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
A big thank you to all of those Stevingtonians who made such a big
effort and turned out in great numbers to come and find out about The
Stevington Neighbourhood Plan, on 23, 25 and 26 April. It was really
encouraging to see so many villagers taking an interest in the future
development of our lovely neck of the woods.
The launch was a great success and has provided the working
group with a vast amount of useful information about your wishes for
future development in Stevington. During the three separate launch
events at the Village Hall, Baptist Hall and Church Room lots of you
made your wishes know on post it notes and questionnaires, but there is
still time to have your say, if you would like to contribute to the plan as it
continues to take shape. You can do this by filling in the section on the
leaflets that were delivered around the village before the launch, more of
which are available in the community shop.
To find out more all the launch information is available at
www.stevington.com and the boards will be up in the community shop
until the end of June. The working group will be very grateful for any
further input, preferably by the end of the first week in June.
The team has been hard at work collating and categorising all your
feedback and the working group now has a much better idea of how you
see the village developing from now until 2032. Unlike previous initiatives, once finalised, the Neighbourhood Plan has Legal statutory
status meaning that the wishes of the village must always be taken into
consideration for all new development within the Parish boundary. Any
planning application which doesn’t conform to our Neighbourhood Plan
would be refused.
We will keep you
updated on the findings in
the next magazine and also
on
the
website
at
www.stevington.com. The
results of the photo competition will also be announced
in the next edition.
Heather Eadie and
Linda Penney
(SNPWG)
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STEVINGTON GUITAR CONCERTS PRESENTS

ROBERT FOSTER
ST. MARY’S CHURCH
STEVINGTON
SATURDAY 13 JUNE.
7.30PM
Robert is a well-known International
guitarist and lutenist. In this capacity
his work has taken him through fields
as diverse as Elton John’s Band, Simon
Rattle and the CBSO, Michael Crawford,
West End Theatre and Early Music groups
Fretwork and The City Waites. However, it is
as a soloist he is best known, playing lutes
and guitars in festivals such as Chichester,
Harrogate, Newbury, Lincoln, Bishop Auckland (concerto soloist).
Robert will be playing a variety of early instruments, explaining their
history and individual qualities before playing pieces of music specifically
written for each of them. The combination of Robert’s stunning musicianship and the beautiful setting of St. Marys Church will combine to
create a very special evening.
A complimentary glass of wine will be served with
canapés during the interval.
Proceeds from the concert are being shared
between Friends of St. Marys Church, Stevington
and Stevington Historical Society.
Tickets £10.00 each available from
Stevington Community Shop or
John Duffield
01234 926110
duffieldjc@aol.com
www.stevingtonguitarconcerts.co.uk
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Wimbledon comes to
Stevington in support
of the Bedford
Primrose Unit Appeal
Sunday 12 July
from 2.00pm
Come and enjoy ‘Wimbledon in Stevington’ and watch
the Men’s Singles Final live on screen with a glass of Pimms
and a bowl of strawberries and cream. There will also be
a pay bar and barbeque. All money raised will go to
Bedford Hospitals Charity’s ‘the Challenge Cancer Appeal’,
which aims to raise £750,000 to expand and improve cancer
services at Bedford and enlarge the Primrose Unit.
Increased facilities are needed to treat and support the
growing number of patients diagnosed with cancer.
Many of us in Stevington have cause to be grateful to
the Bedford Macmillan Primrose Unit, either personally or
on behalf of family and friends. Supporting this event is a
way of saying ‘thank you’ and helping to ensure that future
patients can continue to receive excellent care and
treatment in our local hospital.
Tickets, £10.00 each, including
a glass of Pimms and strawberries
and cream, will be on sale from the
middle of June from the Community
Shop or via Stevington Cinema Club
www.stevingtoncinemaclub.uk.
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07918 734917
or
01234 824617
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
STEVINGTON CINEMA CLUB
ROLL UP! ROLL UP! ROLL UP!
Stevington is a village which has always been known to punch
above its weight, so you will not be surprised to learn that a highlycommitted team of volunteers has been working hard to establish a
Stevington Cinema Club (SCC). The intention is to offer the opportunity
to experience big-screen entertainment at the Social Centre.
SCC started on 5 March with a free showing of WEST SIDE
STORY. Our first paid screening on 2 April was THE IMITATION GAME,
followed by THE WAY on 14 May. These evenings were a popular
success. For this we all owe special thanks to Steve Cole and Roger
Penney for the idea to establish the Cinema Club, to Jon Sidwick who
advised on obtaining and setting up the professional-quality equipment,
to Ollie Morrison for web-site advice, and especially to our indefatigable
corps of volunteers, who make sure everything is ‘alright on the night’.
The bar is in the capable hands of Jean and Richard Blayney, and
provision of refreshments is equally smoothly coordinated by Lesley
Taylor. We have Sue Thornton to thank for effortlessly sorting out a
veritable thicket of licenses. We now have a rota of volunteers to make
sure that everything runs smoothly. However, more are always welcome.
The first few films are designed to show a range of genres, from
blockbusters to classics, weepies to cartoons, sci-fi to comedy. SCC is
held on the first Thursday of the month (except when making way for a
General Election!). Films selected are as follows:
June 4
July 2
August 6 Matinee
August 6 Evening
September 3

SOME LIKE IT HOT [U]
TAKEN [18]
SPIRITED AWAY [PG]
HUGO [U]
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON*
[12]
* Mandarin Chinese, Subtitles

Please note that age restrictions vary with the certificate ratings
for each film.
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These may not all be to everyone’s taste; but we are not trying to
replicate a national commercial chain cinema. We will show some
block-buster films, and also some less-known work, including foreign
films. Your opinion is welcomed, and will inform future choices. Please
go to the website www.StevingtonCinemaClub.uk to request your
favourites. This is a community cinema, and will aim to cater to the
widest possible audience. At each screening we shall offer ice-cream
and pop-corn, tea and cake, and there will be a licensed bar.
We shall also show live events, streamed by satellite. As well as
films we will show theatre productions, opera, and ballet, from The
Globe, Royal Opera House, National Theatre, and similar venues.
Sporting events are also planned. There is scope for specialist interest
events - for example, Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, or curated
tours of current museum exhibitions. Many ‘streamed’ events may be
repeated in the immediately following days, so no-one needs to miss out.
The cinema facilities may also available for hire for private events.
Please contact the Social Centre management in the usual way for
details.
Let us know the type of films and other events you would like to
see, via the website, www.StevingtonCinemaClub.uk. There will be a
suggestion box at every screening, and in the village shop. The website
is the main source of information about forthcoming attractions, the place
to find out about getting involved, and also the place to purchase tickets.
There will also be a limited number of tickets for each screening available
at the village shop.
We do not take any payment on the door, so please make sure
to bring your ticket with you!
SCC is an exciting addition to the many attractions available in
your remarkable village. Without you, though, it is nothing. So come as
often as you can, and let us have your views via the website,
www.StevingtonCinemaClub.uk. Officers of SCC are Tracy Bailey,
Jackie Ward and Malcolm Macdonald.

ROLL UP! ROLL UP! ROLL UP!
STEVINGTON CINEMA CLUB
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE
We have had a busy spring.
Burns Night was a success as usual, with haggis (with its traditional
toast), neaps and tatties, Scottish dancing and general fun all round. We
usually run this event every February, so if you want to come along, keep
an eye out for the notices. It is very popular.
The Hostess Supper was held on 25 April. We had about fifty
hostesses and diners. There were some very exotic looking dishes
prepared. The games included horse racing and rolling a penny. Why is it
that the kids’ table always wins the prize (usually alcoholic)? Anyway,
despite all the liquid intake, they did produce some wonderful food and puds.
The 12K run on 10 May attracted a large number of runners,
including a late batch from Hertfordshire. All runners said that it was a
great run and well organised. That is all down to the many volunteers who
help out on the day – marshalling, serving tea & cake and setting up the
field. A special thanks to the volunteers on Oakley Bridge, who had a much
higher volume of traffic to contend with, due to the closure of Bromham
Road. Brendan Moen was first with a time of 45.33. It was especially
pleasing to see so many Stevington runners out.
The Family Day will be held again this August. Watch out for the
notices.
As many of you will have noticed we have finished off installing the
equipment for the Cinemas Club, and three very successful films have
been shown and seen by many. This is a great evening out. We would like
to hear from you if you can help out on the night – even if just once a year.
We have a lot of able volunteers already, but more makes it a lighter load.
The latest news is that we have received permission for installation of a
satellite dish to receive live broadcasts. The Cinema Club is looking at a
wide range of events, from West End shows, ballet, opera, sport, etc etc.
There is a very long list of possibilities, so if you want to see something in
particular, let the Cinema Club committee know.
It is proposed that the money donated by Terry Studley’s estate
should be used for a capital project such as the patio and a commemorative plaque and opening event arranged.
The AGM was held in April. Steve Cole has kept his position as
Chair, Pete Fisher is Secretary. Thanks were extended to the Committee
members and in particular Lucy Meakin who was standing down as
Treasurer after four years. Jenny Bentham has taken over.
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Roger Penney

STEVINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE 100 CLUB
Winners of the last three draws are as follows:
Mar 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

No 4
No 99
No 24
No 43

P Stileman
R Cox
A & N Hollins
S & H Robinson

Apr 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

No 18
No 80
No 40
No 59

H Eadie
A Sutliff
O’Brien & O’Flynn
M Grafton

May 1st
2nd
3rd
4th

No 46
No 90
No 29
No 91

S Nowell
A & J Webb
W Dickson
M Smith
Anna and Bob Hart (823769)

RECYCLING COLLECTIONS
Month
June
July
August
September

Orange
1, 15, 29
13, 27
10, 24
7, 21

Green
8, 22
6, 20
3, 17, 31
14, 28

SUMMER SAFETY ADVICE

Ÿ

As temperatures start to rise so too can
insecure burglary rates due to people leaving
windows and doors open when they have
gone out or are in the back garden. Bedfordshire Police is reminding residents to consider
the following as the temperatures start to
warm up:
Keep ground floor or accessible windows shut and locked in rooms
you are not using.
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Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Don't leave doors and patio doors open.
Remember to lock up properly before going to bed.
Remember, insurance companies often will not pay out if a
burglary is a result of an insecure door or window.
If you are carrying out DIY to your home, don't leave ladders and
tools out. Keep them locked up.
Make sure you lock side or rear gates.
Do not do business at the door. Often companies who tout at the
door for gardening and home improvements turn out to be bogus.
If you are in the back garden having a barbecue, don't be tempted
to leave the front door open for your visitors to let themselves in.
If you are going out for the evening remember to use a timer switch
on lamps or radios to give the impression someone is home.

Other points to remember as the weather heats up:
Ÿ
Going cycling? Remember to lock your bike using a decent D-lock
even if leaving it for a couple of minutes.
Ÿ
Remember to shut and lock car windows and sunroofs even if
parked on your drive.
Ÿ
Check the security of sheds and garages and make sure it is
adequate.
Ÿ
Check that your walls and fences are secure.
Ÿ
Don't leave power tools lying around, even if just for a couple of
minutes.
Ÿ
If you are buying new garden tools or outside equipment mark with
them with your postcode and register for free at
www.immobilise.com
Daniel James PCSO 8754
Crime Reduction and Partnerships
Riseley Police Station
37 High Street
Riseley
MK44 1DX
T: 01234 842864
F: 01234 842867
E: Daniel.James@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
E: lpt.carltontoriseley@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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‘STEVINGTON
MAGAZINE’

is Supported by Local Advertisers.
Please Support them.
Please indicate where you saw
their advert.

MS Tree Care
Martyn Smith
Arboriculturist with
over 10 years
experience
Ÿ All tree and hedge work
undertaken
Ÿ 24 hour emergency call out
Ÿ Hedge cutting
Ÿ Stump grinding
Ÿ Fully insured
01234 851235 / 07712 050068
n.smith361@btinternet.com

- 25 -

STEVINGTON SCARECROW FESTIVAL
Saturday 26 September 2015
Here it is! After a two year rest, by popular
request, it is time to get building those scarecrows again. ENTRY IS FREE and forms can be
obtained from the shop, the Royal George or
Baptist Church leaders. They should be handed
in to Mrs Carol Wareing, 39 Silver Street, by 6pm
on Wednesday 23 September.
Scarecrows should be in
position to be judged from
10.30am - front gardens are
best so everyone can see them. Please label
your scarecrow, but the label will not form part
of the judging.
The winner will be presented with an inscribed
shield and there is a cup for the best entry by a
child ten years or under on 25 September 2015.
Both trophies to be held for two years. Our
theme this year is Holidays.
Suggestions for building your scarecrow.
You need:
Ÿ
a strip of wood approx. 6ft x 2in x 1in (2m x 50mm x 25mm)
Ÿ
another strip half as long
Ÿ
a third piece one foot long (300mm)
Tie the two longest battens like a cross, with the middle piece
about 6in (150mm) from the top of the longest. The shortest
piece is tied similarly about half way down the longest piece.
Make a head from half an old pair of tights stuffed tightly with
straw, newspaper, bubble wrap etc., OR you could use an
inflated balloon, covered with papier mache on which you can
paint a face. Try and make it waterproof - after all this is
September in England! Tie this head to the top of the frame and
dress the frame with old clothes, again stuffed with old straw,
paper or bubble wrap. Tie the ends of arms and legs so you can
pack the stuffing tight. Lots more information on the internet.
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The Natural History of Stevington - Last Call for Subscribers
Thank you to everyone who has ordered a copy of the latest publication from
the Historical Trust, Stevington -The Natural History of a Bedfordshire Parish
which will be published in November. We are moving towards our target for
the initial print run of 350 copies. All advance subscribers will be listed in the
book and invited to the launch on 14 November 2015 at St Mary's Church.
The subscribers list will close on 30 June when we will begin to publicise the
book to a wider audience. After 30 June the price will increase to £27.50. To
ensure that you receive your copy, please complete the order form below and
post to: Janet Day, 7 Park Road, Stevington, Bedfordshire, MK43 7QD
For more details or to order online go to:
www.stevingtonhistoricaltrust.org.uk/Publications.htm

ORDER FORM
I wish to purchase...........copy/copies of Stevington: The Natural History of a
Bedfordshire Parish (Please calculate the total cost at £25.00 per copy and tick
the relevant box below)
I enclose my cheque payable to Stevington Historical Trust for the sum
of £ ........................
I wish to pay by online bank transfer to Lloyds Bank
Sort Code: 30-90-66; A/C 02357030
(If paying by bank transfer please email janetday51@yahoo.co.uk to
confirm when you have paid)
Name................................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................
Postcode...........................................................................................................
Telephone.........................................................................................................
e-mail................................................................................................................

Signature..........................................................................................................
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STEVINGTON COMMUNITY SHOP
In April we held our annual cheese & wine party to thank all our
volunteers. Without them the shop would not continue to be the success
it is. On behalf of Sarah, Doreen, June and myself I would like to say that
we were very humbled and delighted to receive gifts from them all during
the evening. Thank you all once again.
By the time you read the magazine I hope the weather has
improved enough for ice cream to be back in the freezer. If you’re not
familiar with the shop, do come and see what we stock. You will be very
surprised. We are open on Saturday mornings, so those of you not able
to visit during the week, there is your opportunity.
For those buying our wonderful eggs, could we ask you to return
the egg boxes. Thank you.
On 19 July, the shop will be doing tea and cakes for Kathy Brown's
garden event. Please come along to support our fundraiser. If you
would like to help on the day or bake one of your lovely cakes please let
us know.
If you would like to volunteer to work in the shop for 2 hours or
more a month, please contact one of the committee. Hope to see you
down there soon.
Jackie Ward
BEDFORD SAILING CLUB
We are now well into the season, and
planning events for the next few months. Here are
some dates for your diary:
Sunday 5 July - Picnic and river rides. Bring
some food/drink to share and enjoy a trip up the
river. Starting 2pm. Free entrance.
Saturday 22 August - BBQ and river rides. Beer/wine/soft drinks
available. Music. Starting 2pm. Entrance £5 adults £2.50 children
(includes food)
Saturday 17 October - Quiz Night. Teams maximum of 6 people.
£5 per head to include supper. Beer/wine bar. Starts 7pm
We look forward to seeing you!
Liz Stammers
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STEVINGTON FOOTBALL CLUB
We are extremely proud to
report that the team has performed
very well all season and efforts were
deservedly rewarded by the club winning an unprecedented Bedfordshire Football League treble as follows:
Ÿ
League Division 2 – played 28, won 24, lost 3,
drawn 1, scored 151 goals, conceded 33 goals, goal
difference +118, 73 points.
Ÿ
Bedfordshire FA Junior Challenge Cup (County) – Winners
Ÿ
Jubilee Cup (League) – Winners
It was a very hectic and tense end to the season with the club
having to play 12 games between 1 April and 6 May, including two cup
finals and home and away fixtures against the other teams in the top
three chasing us for the league title.
We had the opportunity to win the league with one game to spare
by getting at least a draw away to Westoning on the May Day Bank
Holiday. Unfortunately playing four games in a week on the run up to
this, including the Cup Final against them two days earlier, took its toll on
the players. We never really got going until late in the second half and
spurned a number of chances in the last five minutes including a penalty
to get the result we needed. However another resounding win two days
later in the last game saw us win the league.
A review of all the divisions in the Bedfordshire County Football
League shows Stevington as being the highest scoring team, with the
best goal difference
and having four players
in the top 15 scorers in
the division (Kieren
Souter
33,
James
Bourke 28, Joe Holyoak
21 and Jordan Wright
20).

Team Photo from the
Jubilee Cup Final Victory
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Gavin White with Ralph
Jeffries Collecting the Jubilee
Cup from Barry Watson

At the end of the
season 25 members of
the club went on our
traditional
‘End
of
Season Football Tour’ to
Magaluf and its fair to
say that everyone had
great fun and the trip
exemplified the team
spirit and camaraderie that has always been at the heart and soul of the
club. I’m afraid that no other details of the trip are available!!
We held our presentation evening on the late May Bank Holiday
weekend and as normal the event was extremely well attended. We
were joined by Bob Leonard from the Bedfordshire County Football
League who presented all the players with their Division 2 Winners’
medals and made a nice speech about our club and the fact that we are
the longest serving club in the league (without taking a break) and that
we should all be extremely proud of the part we’ve all played in setting
and maintaining this record.
Gareth and Aaron called up all the players and club officials one by
one for them to be presented with Stevington FC Treble Winners Medals
and to be given an assessment of their contribution to the team over the
season - most of which focused on moments of sheer individual brilliance
or schoolboy errors – sometimes both at the same time! Aaron Coker
and AJ O’Reilly were also thanked for their efforts in running the team
and for the way they have got the team organised and were presented
with Treble Winners Manager and Assistant Manager medals respectively.
With the team having such successful season it was extremely
difficult for the management team to select award winners. After a lot of
deliberation the awards were presented as follows:
Players’ Player of the Year:
Jordan Wright
Ÿ
Leading Goalscorer:
Kieren Souter (33 goals)
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Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Manager’s Players of the Year:

Dan Bridgeman (goalie)
James Bourke
Joe White Sportsman of the Year: Reece Williams
Dennis King Clubman of the Year: Clinton Tatham
Performance of the Year:
Ben Walsh - for his performance in the County Cup final against Caddington.
Goal of the Season:
Joe Holyoak – for the crucial
goal in the home league win against Westoning.
Supporter of the Year:
Ralph Jeffries (never missed
a game home or away and special thanks to Roger Farr for taking
him). We are pleased that he was able to come and join us week
in week out with all the other things he had to deal with at home.

Rob Oliman and his team at the Royal George were thanked for
their on-going support and sponsorship and received a treble winner’s
memento. The hospitality and refreshments on offer every week
continues to be the envy of the league.

Celebrating with the
County Cup
Thanks to Rob at the Royal
George for your On-Going
Support and Sponsorship

Gavin White (team captain), on behalf of all the players, presented
those behind the scenes at the club with their favourite teams replica
football shirts as a thank you for everything they did for the club and
players.
So we would like to take the opportunity to give recognition to the
sterling efforts of Aaron Coker, AJ O’Reilly and Gareth King for their roles
as Team Managers and Club Secretary and to Darren King for cutting
the playing field, marking the pitch and making the half time tea. Shane
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King for somehow keeping the finances in check and his celebration
photo shoots and thanks to Steff Watts, Clinton Tatham and Martin
Williams for just being there every match to keep the banter going. Also
thanks to Gill King for washing the kit as she has done for the last 50+
seasons! It takes a lot of hard work and commitment and their combined
efforts ensure the village keeps its football club going for everyone’s
benefit and enjoyment.
As always we would like to thank our followers for their on-going
support and look forward to your support when we get promoted to
Division 1 next season.
Finally a big thank you to the Royal George and Hilton Suzuki
(Clapham) for their sponsorship over the season, it was most appreciated.

League Div 2 Winners last game of the season.
Thanks to Hilton Suzuki for their sponsorship this season and the new kit

Charity fund raising for 2015/16 season
I would imagine you can all remember the 1999 ‘alternative WI
calendar’ - well the Football Club is looking to produce a 2016 football
themed calendar in aid of the National Amyloidosis Centre at the Royal
Free Hospital in memory of Dennis King our previous club stalwart and
unofficial and unpaid playing field groundsman who succumbed to this
rare condition 10 years ago in August. We look forward to your anticipated support – more information to follow.
Shane King
Photos courtesy of Stevington Football Club
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- WE CARE FOR CHILDREN 6 WEEKS - 5 YEARS OLD
- PRE-SCHOOL FOR 3-5 YEAR OLDS STAFFED BY QUALIFIED TEACHERS - GOVERNMENT
FUNDING AVAILABLE

- OUTSIDE LEARNING AREA; LARGE SECURE GARDEN WITH ACCESS TO DECKING
AREA FOR FREE PLAYS AND SEPARATE BABY GARDEN

- FULLY QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED STAFF TEAM, ALL DBS CHECKED
- IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE ACROSS ALL ROOMS
- NUTRITIOUS MEALS COOKED DAILY BY OUR IN HOUSE CHEF, COOKED FROM
LOCALLY SOURCED PRODUCE .
¶ DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
¶ 10%
Full Time Discount
¶ 5%
Sibling Discount

Å 01234 888833
* tracybailey@thewarrennursery.co.uk
ü www.thewarrennursery.co.uk
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HARROLD MEDICAL PRACTICE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTIONS
Here are the dates (Wednesdays) to the end of 2015. Please
remember to tick the items required on your repeat prescription forms
and write a large letter 'S' on the front page of your form.
Barbara and Pat visit the Harrold Surgery two weeks in every four.
If you would like to have your repeat prescription delivered to and/or
collected from the surgery, please give one or other of them a call. The
collected prescriptions are delivered to your door immediately on
collection.
Barbara (822296)
24 June & 1 July
19 & 26 August
14 & 21 October
9 & 16 December 2015

Pat (823250)
22 & 29 July
16 & 23 September
11 & 18 November
6 & 13 January 2016
Barbara Collins and Pat Pickup

THE FOREST OF MARSTON VALE - WHAT'S ON
Sunday Strolls (7 June, 5 July, 2 August)
A gentle Sunday walk. Meet at reception at 10.30am. Walk lasts approx.
2 hours. Cost £1 no need to book. Call 01234 767037 for details.
Volunteer Tasks (28 June, 11 July, 15 August)
A variety of practical projects. Meet at the Forest Centre at 10.00am.
Wear old clothes and bring lunch if you are going to stay all day. For
details and to confirm attendance contact
volunteers@marstonvale.org or call 01234 762614.
Health Walks (Wednesdays 10.30am)
Free, no need to book. Most walks start at Reception but some
eleswhere - see noticeboard or ring 01234 767037 to confirm.
Farmers Market (21 June, 19 July, 16 August)
Third Sunday of the month. Local suppliers bring a host of
quality goods to the Forest Centre. 10.30am to 3.00pm.
There are lots of other exciting events planned for both
adults and for children during the Summer holidays.
For information on other events visit
www.marstonvale.org/events.html
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BOB HART
823769
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BAPTIST NEWS
'Our best afternoon so far this year' was
the verdict after the May afternoon tea. As well
as the regulars, there were several who had not
been before, all of them cheered by the
welcome they received.
There was a two-fold theme to the event:
VE celebrations and a tribute to Princess
Charlotte, so union flags and pink bunting were much in evidence. A
competition identifying photographs of some very young faces also
prompted recollections of 70 years ago. This was won by Mrs Joyce
Aspley and friends before a toast to the young princess. The next tea
will be on 14 July – in the Baptist Church Hall as usual.

Just before the March afternoon tea, four visitors turned up outside
the hall. They knew nothing about the regular teas, but John and Ruth
Covington were on a mission.
The couple, from Basingstoke,
Hampshire, were staying with friends, Stephen and Tina Smith, who live
in Northampton. John is directly related to William Covington, who, in
the 18th century was one of a group of clock makers in Harrold.
William's father was the blacksmith in Turvey. After William
married he and his wife, Elizabeth, moved to Harrold where several clock
makers were in business. One of William's clocks is in private ownership
in Harrold but John knew of another clock at Stevington and so headed
off to find the building where he had been told it was. He had not
expected to see the clock, but because of the tea, the church was open.
He was even more delighted to find that the clock is still in full working
order and who better to show him than Carol Wareing, a deacon at the
church, who takes the responsibility of winding the clock every week.
The clock faces the pulpit and chimes (one ping on the hour) to remind
the preacher not to go on too long.
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For John and his wife and friends, the day was made – and better
still for the unexpected offering of tea and cakes.
Back to more recent events there was also talk of scarecrows and
at least two past competitors declared that they had already chosen their
subjects. The competition will take place on 26 September, with the
theme of holidays. As before, there will be a separate contest (and
trophy) for any youngsters who are 10 years or less. Entry forms will be
available in The Royal George or at the community shop. More details
about the competition are on page 26.
The day will come to a climax at the awards dinner that evening
when the winners will be announced. Tickets for the dinner will be
available from Baptist Church members and from Barbara Collins at £8
a head.
But this will not be the end of our weekend celebrations. On
Sunday 27 September we will be celebrating our harvest thanksgiving in
the hall at 3pm.
Peter Evans
Photos courtesy of Stevington Baptist Church

OUR NIGHT OUT - MEN IN TIGHTS AND GIRLS IN TUTUS
I received an email way back in February from Jane T. Would you
like to be included for a showing of Swan Lake, it is being streamed live
at Bedford Cinema from the Royal Opera House?
Wow, a ballet, never been to a whole performance before. I did
wonder if I had the stamina for it but I thought if I could cycle the loop
which I did on Swoop's Christmas bike ride I could manage Swan Lake.
Better not wear my slippers though.
The night of the ballet arrived and we all met at the Cross. Jane
had the use of Gary's massive car - a seven seater! We were transported in style.
By this time I was having misgivings about this cultural evening.
Sandra panicked me when she said it was three hours long with three
intermissions. She was a virgin ballet watcher as well but she did have
the foresight to bring chocolates.
The cinema was full when we arrived. Never seen that before
even for a so called block buster.
- 38 -

Darcy Bussell introduced us to the
performance and interviewed some notable people
in the ballet world that I had never heard of. Darcy
was beautiful and charming. Having only ever
seen her on television as a judge on strictly I was
startled to see her magnified many times on this
giant screen and I was struck by her nose it was
not as perfect as the rest of her. I digress but it is
gratifying when you realise that even this goddess
of the ballet world is not perfect!
Sorry my mind is wandering I must concentrate. The first act began and I tried to take in the
story. Yes there is a story, I never realised that, I
always thought it was just a group of pretty girls
being incredibly athletic dancing on this lake. I am
not going to relate the story if you don't know it Google it.
We all met in the foyer after the first act - can you believe it NO bar
so we all had a coffee or a coke and discussed the performance so far.
Sandra was struggling to stay awake and I thought it was a bit 'dancie'.
The other members of our group loved it.
However having gone back to our seats for the second and third
act I was gradually drawn into the magic of the ballet and was utterly
transfixed by everything. The costumes, the music, the sheer beauty of
the dancing and was even sort of getting the story. I did get the end
wrong though. I thought they lived happily ever after when they drifted
across the lake on this fairy tale boat. It was a rude awakening when I
read that in actual fact they had jumped off a cliff as it was the only way
they could be together. My ending is best I am sure they did sail away
and lived happily ever after.
This was the first time I had seen a performance beamed ‘live’ from
a London theatre and it was truly miraculous. I wanted to clap and give
a standing ovation but strangely that wasn't happening. Every one sat
silently making soft approving noises to each other.
When the Cinema Club streams live events in Stevington, I am
sure we will not be silent and there will be a bar! See you all there and
maybe we can meet on Terry's Terrace in the intermission and enjoy a
glass or two of bubbly.
Anne Westbrook
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STEVINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
TODAY'S WOMEN WORKING FOR TOMORROW'S WORLD
Since our last report we have taken part in a variety of
activities both as a group and individually.
Michelle, our newest member, not only took part in the London
Marathon (her first attempt), but completed it in aid of Parkinson's Disease
UK raising over £1,500. At our May meeting she brought along her medal
and photographs for members to admire - we are very proud of her.
We attended the Group and Federation Meetings in March and April
respectively and took part in the County Quiz. In February and April we
provided lunch for two groups of walkers in the Church Room. Our
reputation for these appears to be spreading by word of mouth and these
events have proved to be a good method of fund raising. We served
refreshments at the Neighbourhood Plan launch events and in May our
plant and produce stall was again very successful and we would like to
thank all who supported us.
Our invited speakers provided lots of entertainment and enthusiasm
with Ian Rowe presenting ‘You can do it’ based on his experience of rowing
the Atlantic. He held everyone spell bound – a most enjoyable meeting.
Ken Lewis educated us with the history of WW2 Prisoner of War escapes
and local camps.
We held our Annual Meeting and the committee remain the same
with Marilyn continuing as President. Our overall competition winner for the
year was Vivienne.
Our new programme (a copy of which is displayed on the WI noticeboard in the Church Room) continues to provide entertainment and
education through invited speakers. Visitors are most welcome - £3 for a
visit. Cards with contact information are available in the Church Room please help yourself.
As part of the WI Centenary celebrations a Garden Party is being
held at Buckingham Palace - one ticket allocated to each WI. We held a
ballot of members wishing to go and this was won by Jean Edwards. The
event is being hosted by the Duchess of Cornwall and the Duchess of
Wessex.
For our part in the local Centenary celebrations we are organising a
Stevington Open Gardens on Sunday 5 July from 2pm to 5pm. The base
for this event is the Social Centre where car parking, maps, refreshments
and toilets will be provided and tickets can be purchased. The entrance fee
is £3. We are preparing posters and maps ready for this event.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Ÿ
June 11
‘Medicinal teas from our gardens and lanes’ talk by Kate Rouse
Ÿ
July 5
Open gardens
Ÿ
July 9
‘An Old Dog who learnt new tricks’ - talk by Barrie Hyde
Ÿ
August
No meeting.
Finally we would all like to congratulate Barbara and Roger on their
wedding which took place on 2 May at St Mary’s Church
Pat Gibson

HELP US REACH £10,000!
HELP FOR HEROES 4X4 EUROPEAN RALLY
Thanks to everyone in Stevington for their
support so far – we really do appreciate it.
We are using our Land Rover for a good cause this year and on 13
June we will be setting off as Team 33 in the Help for Heroes 4×4
European Rally. The event is a navigational challenge but its prime
objective is to raise funds for Help for Heroes. In two weeks and more than
2,000 miles we will visit 7 countries following the route of the Allied
invasion taking part in various challenges along the way.
We are funding the trip ourselves with all monies raised going
directly to Help for Heroes. So far we have raised over £9,300 through
holding events, corporate sponsorship, supermarket collections and kind
donations from friends and family. We would love to reach £10,000 before
the start of the event – now just a week away on Saturday 13 June!
PLEASE help us reach our target by making a donation to this
You can sponsor us on-line by visiting
excellent cause.
www.bmycharity.com/H4HTeam33 or drop a cheque made out to
Help for Heroes or cash in to us at Old Paddock, Church Road.
On Facebook visit our page ‘Help for Heroes Rally 2015 - Team33.
You will be able to track our progress during the event by visiting
www.h4hrally.co.uk/livetracking.
Heather & Keith
Parkinson
Team33
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For a unique holiday in Spain
Just go to www.holiday-costabrava-spain.co.uk
Or phone 826119 or email gjfollett@yahoo.co.uk
Ideal for nature lovers, walkers and golfers!
* House sleeps 4 and is just 15 minutes from the cove of
Sa Tuna with Gerona Airport just 1hrs drive away.
Barcelona is 2 hrs away
* House fully serviced – includes meet and greet and all linen
* Private shady patio, sun terrace and large communal pool

- 42 -

ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, STEVINGTON
As most of the other churches in our corner of
the county are in a Vacancy (without a vicar) the
Bishop has decided that this is an opportunity to
re-structure the groupings of parishes to give an even
spread of clergy in the Deanery. The probable effect
of this is that Stevington and Turvey will now be joined by another village to
form a group of three – in other words, we may only get a third of a vicar!
Even more disappointing is that the timing will now be delayed, and it may
be a further two years before that happens.
However church life goes on as before with invaluable help from our
visiting priests who take our three Communion services each month. We
have now taken our first own Evensong service which will become a regular
feature on the fourth Sunday each month.
At our Annual Meeting of Parishioners, I was delighted that Jane
O'Connor accepted nomination as the second Churchwarden. The other
officers remain unchanged, and we welcome John Hirst on the Parochial
Church Council (PCC). I am blessed to have such a hardworking and
talented team to keep the church alive and healthy in Stevington.
Thanks to the many people who contributed and attended the Lent
Lunches. £400.50 was sent to Christian Aid which this year is working to
improve health services for Kenyan women.
It is really pleasing that six weddings, all having village connections,
will be held in St Mary's this summer. This is surely a reflection of the
position that our church holds in our village life.
Garden of Remembrance
St Mary's has received a generous bequest from the estate of the late
Terry Studley. Terry loved Stevington and although he disliked the
limelight, he held our village traditions and community institutions in high
regard. We remember him fondly, and the Church Council has been
discussing a suitable way in which to honour his memory.
We have been planning the introduction of a Garden of Remembrance over recent months, a peaceful area of the churchyard dedicated to
the interment of the ashes of loved ones. An oak bench for quiet contemplation has been purchased with a ward grant kindly donated by Pat Olney
and the Parish Council and the PCC has decided that it would be appropriate to use part of Terry’s bequest to complete the remainder of the
project in his memory. We await final Diocesan approval, contractors have
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been identified to carry out the construction, and on completion the Garden
will be blessed at a service of dedication.
Open Church Sunday
It is a sad reflection of modern standards that St Mary's has to be
locked up and deserted except for services and special occasions.
However in common with thousands of churches across the country, after
morning service on Sunday 21 June the church will remain open for the rest
of the day. Please take this opportunity to see this historic little gem, and
wander through our peaceful churchyard. There will be a display by the
Bedfordshire Geology Group and opportunities to order the Historical
Trust's new book and to join the Friends of St Mary's.
Little Gidding
Recently, Peter Stileman led a reconnaissance party to one of his
favourite places, Little Gidding in Cambridgeshire, ‘a place of wonder’, best
known as the final poem in T.S.Eliot's Four Quartets. It focuses mainly on
the small, simple church of St John the Evangelist and Ferrer House, a
retreat for those wishing for peace and quiet contemplation in a countryside
well away from traffic and the bustle of modern life. Enthused by this
delightful spot, they have decided that we should have a church outing on
the afternoon of Sunday 30 August with a relaxed picnic, followed by
Evensong in St John's, ‘a place where prayer has been valid’. All will be
welcome. We will make up informal car-loads and pray for good weather.
Details from Jane or me nearer the time.
Church Cleaning
We all know how much we love housework but
would you be prepared to spare a little time to help
keep our church spick and span? Our regular cleaner
and existing volunteers do an amazing job but could
really do with some extra help. If you can give a little
time during one month of this year please sign the list
to be found in the Church Room. Thank You.
Flowers
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to flowers in the Church
over the last year. If you would like to contribute and arrange some flowers,
please sign the list to be found in the Church Room and the Church.
From the Registers
Wedding Barbara Davies and Roger Pheasant
Funeral
Dorothy Jeffries

2 May
27 April

Robert Hart, Churchwarden
823769
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STEVINGTON CARPET BOWLS CLUB
With a larger membership (16) and more
consistent attendances we have, for the first time
since 2012, been able to stage our in-house knockout
competitions. The singles winner was Peter Evans.
The pairs winners were Lisa McGlynn and Andy Frost.
Our most improved player chosen by the members is Lisa McGlynn.
Congratulations to you all.

Lisa, Bill, Andy

Lisa, Bill

Our AGM took place on 27 April and was opened by our
chairman, Bill Harris, who welcomed fourteen members to the twentysixth AGM. We are now twenty-five years old! Bill welcomed our four
new members – Trevor, Lisa, Summer and Chris – but regretfully
reported the loss of two members – Toby and Sylvia.
Bill Harris was re-elected as chairman, Barbara Collins was
re-elected as secretary / treasurer with Terry Compton once again as
our voice of reason!
It was decided to keep our subscriptions at the same level for a
further year i.e. £3.00 per annum for all members plus £1.00 for adults
and 50p for juniors up to age 16 per week. We shall also continue with
our weekly raffle – tickets £1.00 each. The income from this helps to
keep our subs down.
As we now have more consistent attendances we will be starting
our club championship. This is played as a round robin and can take
two years to complete!
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Once again we invite you to come along to a very good social
evening – and the first two visits are free. Tea / coffee / juice and
biscuits are provided. We meet on Monday evenings at the Social
Centre from 7.00 to 9.00pm. Except Bank Holidays. Please visit –
you will be most welcome.
Barbara Collins
YOUNG FRIENDS OF ST. MARY'S
Since its inception Friends of
St. Mary’s Church Stevington has
organised events in the village to raise funds for the maintenance of the
church and to provide enjoyable activities in the community.
Through its activities FOSM has been able to decorate the Church
Room, fit a new kitchen and replace furniture and equipment. Our
activities have included musical events, a murder mystery evening, a
story telling evening and garden parties.
In the digital age in which we now live there are less organised
events for young people in the village. In an attempt to provide more
opportunities for young people in the village to meet up and enjoy
activities together FOSM set out to organise an event for youngsters in
each of the school holidays. To date we have organised a Christmas
craft making day, a pancake day and a baking day when 20 young
people aged between 5 and 14 years baked cakes before running their
own coffee morning which raised £131.31 for Keech Cottage, a charity
they nominated themselves, that provides care for children who are very
poorly.
We are planning to run more events for young people in the village
to enjoy activities together, promote citizenship and develop a sense of
belonging in our community. If you are a parent and would like to be
involved in our future activities please speak to Jane O’Connor or John
Duffield (926110).
Our next event will be a Bat Prowl which will take place in the
churchyard one evening in the summer holidays. Keep an eye out for
notices on the cross.
As a prequel to what we hope will become a youngsters' newsletter
the following article was written by Tom and Jo, two of our young bakers.
John Duffield
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CAKES GALORE!
Wow! What a brilliant outcome at the
Keech Cottage fundraiser. Well done to all the
children who participated and helped to raise
over £131.31. During the Easter holiday, the
children of Stevington came together to
bake cakes and create promotion posters.
The Church Room was a hive of activity
as children were busy, measuring,
beating and folding ingredients to
produce delicious cakes to sell at the
coffee morning the following day.
With the baking and the icing
complete, the kids discussed the
organisation for the event.
Once everything was ready it
was time to put the kettle on and
start selling the cakes. We were
overwhelmed with the brilliant
turnout and all our work had paid off. All in all it was a fab morning and
we can’t wait for the next get-together.
Tom and Jo Collins

Stevington WI Open Gardens
Sunday 5 July 2015
2pm to 5pm
Refreshments available at the Social Centre
Entrance to the gardens £3.00

- 47 -

Browns of Stagsden...
A proper farm shop on a proper
working, family run farm…

YOUR LOCAL FARM
SHOP FOR 2015
¨Home reared and local meat & poultry
¨Local vegetables
¨Deli counter
¨Home made pies
¨Coffee & Teas available
OPENING TIMES
Tuesday -Thursday 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 4pm
Manor Farm | High Street | Stagsden | MK43 8SQ

Phone: 01234 822330
www.brownsofstagsden.co.uk
BrownsofStagsden
@browns _ stagsden

Alex Stubbs Flooring
Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates,
Safety Flooring, Adaptions,
Refits, Repairs.
Supplied & Fitted.
07976 260572
01234 240954
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Brushing up on the Bible prevents truth decay

July 14
Sept 8
Nov 10
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GARDENING TIPS AND INSPIRATION FROM
PARK END THATCH
Despite a dry spring a little rain in May has
brought on blooms early and we have a fabulous
display full of vivid colour and wonderful scent in our
garden. The trees in the countryside seem a little late
to me and I think we could be in for a dry summer as
the oaks I have seen seem to be leafing out just ahead of the ash trees.
The first rose on the east wall of the cottage is unfurling its petals,
reminding me to feed the roses this week in order to get the most out of
their potential for flowers. I am already hardening off seedlings ready to
plant out on the allotment in June.
JUNE
Early in the month, put up pheromone traps in your apple and plum
trees. These look like little green tents and attract the male moths onto
a sticky pad inside. Complete any pruning of spring flowering shrubs and
clematis montana, that way you should maximise their flowering
potential for next year. Plant out modules of vegetable plants and keep
well watered. Provide fresh water for birds to drink and bathe.
Position hanging baskets. Feed, water and deadhead weekly.
Hoe regularly to keep on top of weeds.
Finish planting containers and water regularly with a little liquid feed.
Plant dahlias and cannas.
Put in new plants with some granular fertiliser, irrigate and then
mulch with home-made compost to provide micro nutrients, keep in the
moisture and suppress weeds. If you have plenty of compost spread it
over the borders to help retain moisture in hot or dry weather.
Cut the lawn once a week and if the grass is weak or patchy apply
a summer fertiliser just before rain is forecast, otherwise water it in. Trim
the edges to add the finishing touch.
Prune deciduous magnolia once it is in full leaf. Members of the
prunus family such as plums and gauges must be pruned when they are
in leaf, otherwise there is a chance that they could suffer from silver leaf
disease which is fatal.
Deadhead faded roses to encourage further blooms. If you look
carefully you will see the next flower bud in the leaf axil two leaves below.
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Cut off the flower just above that leaf, also removing the top leaf which
fed the faded flower.
Thin out vegetable seedlings which have been sown in the ground.
Delay trimming hedges where birds are nesting until next month
when the brood should have fledged.
JULY
Early in the month try cutting back hardy geraniums for a second
flush of leaves and flowers later in the summer.
Reduce the length of flowered stems of shrubs such as philadelphus, deutzia, kolkwitsia and weigela.
Trim deciduous hedges after the birds have finished nesting.
Irrigate your containers in dry weather.
Stop feeding roses after the end of July.
Take cuttings of penstemon, fuchsias and other softwood and
semi-ripe plants now and they should produce sufficient roots to pot up
and harden off before winter.
Add thin layers of lawn cuttings alternated with prunings and
vegetable waste to the compost heap and water if it looks dry. Try not
to disturb wildlife such as grass snakes or mice, which may be living or
breeding in the warmth and safety of the heap.
Enjoy the butterflies if you have planted enough of their favourite
feeding plants to attract them to your garden.
AUGUST
Trim conifer hedges leaving a few centimetres of green leaf. If you
cut back to brown stems it is unlikely to recover.
Prune wisterias new long shoots back to 5 buds. Prune outdoor
grape vines back to 2 mature leaves in front of the developing grapes.
These provide the energy to swell the grapes.
If weather is hot, irrigate to keep plants alive, even hedges and
especially vegetables and any young trees. Feeding now is a waste of
money unless you want to keep the summer planted containers and
hanging baskets looking good until autumn.
Clip over lavender bushes taking off the dead flowers complete
with stems and the top few leaves leaving at least 5 cms of green growth.
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Mid to late August brings the start of autumn, so later in the month
scarify the lawn to remove dead grass roots and moss, aerate it with your
garden fork and brush some lawn sand into the holes to assist with
drainage.
Check the packet instructions for sowing winter vegetables now
will give them a couple of months to establish before cold and short days.
Retrain climbing roses now that the new stems from the base are
flexible and to allow room for further growth until October.
Susan Young, Park End Thatch

NEWS FROM MALAWI
Here is Pastor Machila’s letter thanking us for the school fees we
sent them at the beginning of term. As you can see, they are very
grateful for all we send and we do thank you for your donations.
Dita and Tony Hollins
Dear Mr and Mrs Hollins,
We have received the money you sent to us total to amount of
MK165,00 on 27 April 2015. We have already paid fees for the children.
Many appreciation goes to you and all friends there in UK. Those
who give their hands to the children in Malawi. May please God bless
them forever.
(PSALM CHAPTER 3 V8), (PROVERBS CHAPTER 3 V9–10)
Truly speaking we really depend on you and all friends there in UK
to help the children with school fees every term of the school year. You
are our blessings from God to do this work.
(LUKE CHAPTER 21 V1–4), (GALATAIANS CHAPTER 6 V9)
As you know Mrs Hollins, we are also doing a lot on our part,
looking for the health, food, clothes and other daily needs for the
children, so please do mercy to us. We do understand also your problem
but God is our redeemer to our difficulties.
Lastly, best regards to everybody.
Yours,
Pastor Erick Machila
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THE VILLAGER MINIBUS
The Villager is a community minibus
service operated entirely by volunteers. It
is funded by grants received from our Local
Authority and Parish Councils and fares
and concessions based on passengers
carried.
We operate one seventeen seater minibus from our base at Sharnbrook Upper School and provide scheduled services for North Beds
villages to destinations that otherwise could not be reached by direct
public transport.
Services that include Stevington run to:
Ÿ
Olney Market on Thursdays
Ÿ
Peterborough on the second Friday of the month
Ÿ
Northampton on the third Wednesday of the month
Ÿ
Milton Keynes on the fourth Tuesday of the month
A timetable of these services is included on bus stop boards. If you
would like a full timetable of The Villager services please contact the
Secretary on the telephone number below.
These services are well supported by Stevington residents with our
passenger numbers in the last complete 12 months period for which
figures are available showing 191 residents using the services.
Andrew Gell
Villager Secretary
01234 708191
MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS
The Mobile Library visits The Cross from 2.15 - 2.45pm on
alternate Wednesdays and the dates for the next three months are:
June
July
August
September

10, 24
8, 22
5, 19
2, 16, 30

Please continue to support this service.
- 53 -

THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody/podiatry care of the highest quality
from a specialist with 20 years of experience in both NHS and
private practice.
Graeme A Paterson, BSc, SRCh, FPodA, FCPod(S).
Podiatric Specialist.
Health Professions Council registered.
For further information, to arrange a consultation or home visit please
contact
The Harrold Medical Practice
Peaches Close,
Harrold,
Beds.
MK43 7DX
Tel: 01234 720225

Luxury guest accommodation for you or your guests.
Homemade cake on arrival.
All rooms ensuite, bathrobes, homemade biscuits on hospitality tray.
Flat screen TV's, own guest lounge.
Top quality breakfast served with eggs from our own chickens.
Doubles, twins, and a family room available.
Please ring Joanne for room rates
01234 823454
email: gardenrooms10@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenrooms-bandb.co.uk
10 Bedford Road, Stagsden
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COWLEY Di GIORGIO
SOLICITORS
63 HARPUR STREET
BEDFORD
MK40 2SR

Telephone: (01234) 218171

Fax: (01234) 327632

email: cowley@cowleydigiorgio.co.uk
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NEWS FROM
HARROLD ODELL COUNTRY PARK
It seems like only five minutes ago since it was
Christmas and here we are staring mid-summer in the face!
On 13 and 14 June between 11am and 5pm we are holding a
Mini Woodworks event in the park. Attractions include a wheelwright,
chainsaw carving, Peter Hall’s wood processing machine and various
stalls including tombola in aid of the Friends Group. On the Sunday a
band called Sax’s Cool will be providing the entertainment. Look out
for the posters that will be going up shortly.

Pond Dipping
Photo courtesy of HOCP

It is the season for school
parties to be coming out for studies
in the park. Some are local but we
have quite a few from outside the
area including a group of 90
children from Chantry Academy in
Luton. We will be cordoning off
two areas of the car park on the
day to accommodate two coaches
the evening before their arrival we hope they will have an
excellent time.

The cattle in the river meadow have had a whole month now to
get used to their new home and they have begun to settle down. We
have however had a couple of incidents involving irresponsible dog
owners. Can we remind people that it is an offence to let a dog chase
livestock. Also, if we direct someone to put a dog on a lead in this area
it is an offence not to comply.
We hate to have to pull people up about any issue in the park
but sometimes we have to do this for the comfort of the wildlife,
livestock and other park visitors. Dog fouling is still an issue and even
more infuriating there are people who are bagging their dog mess then
throwing it in hedges, hanging it on gates or trying to conceal it behind
posts. Park staff are authorised to issue £75 fixed penalty notices to
anyone caught doing this or failing to pick up. We provide dog bags
at dog bins so there is no excuse. Please report any instances you
may witness or give car registrations to us in order to stamp this out.
- 56 -

On a more cheerful note an otter was seen on the island in the
middle of Grebe Lake on 13 May. On the same day we heard our first
cuckoo. The sightings board outside the cafe is really full at the
moment with the flora and fauna currently to be found in the park.
Bedfordshire Natural History Society has been out surveying pond life
and terrestrial insects. They will be sending us a species list in due
course when everything has been identified. This will be a valuable
aid to the Management Plan.
On 22 May we hosted the judges from Keep Britain Tidy who
were here to see whether we merited another Green Flag Award. We
won’t know until July whether we have been successful. If we do win
again it will be for the eighth year in a row. We also won a coveted
CPRE (Campaign for the Protection of Rural England) Mark for
Landscape Improvement in 2010 and we are proud of our TripAdvisor
‘top attraction in the Bedford area’ status.
June and July is the best time to
look out for the more exotic flowers
around the park. Last summer we had
four species of orchid. In particular bee
orchids did very well. This is a flower I’m
particularly fond of but like all orchids
can be very fickle. Where you see them
one year you may return to look for them
the next and there are none. We
manage certain areas of the park for
orchids so it will be interesting to see
what happens this year.
We would find it very hard to keep
up with the high standards we aspire to
without our wonderful Friends Group of
volunteers. They have so many different
talents and skills. Of course Tea-zels
Café also plays an enormous part in the
Bee Orchid
overall offer in the park and we’ve no
Photo courtesy of HOCP
doubt that it wouldn’t be the same
experience without the hard work of their staff.
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The fishing season starts on 16 June. We are still awaiting the
new permits from the Borough Council but as soon as they arrive we
will be able to sell them from the park office. We regret that we can
take cash only but receipts can be issued on request.
Please note permits will only be issued on production of a
valid environment agency rod license. No concessionary
permits for junior or OAP applicants will be issued without one.
This season’s tariffs are as follows:
Day only (dawn – dusk)
£43.00
Day & Night
£67.00
Night only (dusk – dawn) £31.00

Concession
Concession
Concession

£21.50
£33.50
£15.50

Please note that permits issued at Harrold Odell can be used at
Priory Country Park, Bedford & vice versa. There are no day tickets.
The fishing here is not easy but the rewards are great when you do
catch as our regular anglers can testify. There is CCTV in operation
and access to the overflow car park is via a combination padlock.
Dates for your diaries:
Health Walks
4 June, 18 June, 2 July, 16 July
Meet at the café entrance every other Thursday at 10.30am. We
walk for an hour to improve your fitness and general wellbeing.
Leader Janet Munro e-mail janet.munro@bedford.gov.uk or tel.
01234 720016 for further information.
Friends Task Days
29 June, 27 July
Meet at the park office at 10am. The aim is to carry out general
works around the park to enhance the environment. Held on the last
Monday of the month (a week earlier if a bank holiday). Gloves,
refreshments & tools provided. Participants need a packed lunch,
appropriate old clothing & sturdy footwear. E-mail Richard Dowsett
Richard.dowsett@bedford.gov.uk or call 01234 720016 for further
information.
Janet Munro
Greenspace Officer
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